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i\0. G2L 

Prom 

COLONEL CHARLES HERVEY, c. b., 

. CiPti(*r(d Superintendent of Operations for 

the Suppression of Thuggee and Dacoity. 

To 

E. C. ICVYLEY, Esquire, 

Srcrrtary to the Gorermnent of India, 

Ilome Department. 

Dated Simla, 1st August 18G8. 

iSlR, 

III continuation of the Scries of Statistical Papers (Dacoity Statements,) forwarded 
under my letter under date 30th April, No. 341; I have now the lionor to submit Statements 
for the crime of Thujj;gee, whether by poison or by strangulation, for the same three years, 
1804, 1805 and 1860, of occurrence in Districts under British Administration. 

2. Owing to tlie absence of detailed reports in such cascs^and to a general hesitation on 
the part of District Officers, or for want of definite instructions, in determining in what manner 
to mark them off in their Returns, 1 have not been enabled to give that statistical fulness 
to these Statements, which perhaps charapcterizcd the Dacoity Papers. For it will be observed 
in the body of the Remarks against tho several Districts in which the crime occurred, that 
while some Officers [iroperly rceogni/ycd as rases of Thuggery those instances of crime which 
manifested indications of their being the deed of adepts, although strangulation should not 
have been resorted to, there were others who did not do so except death had ensued, — some 
who returned some murders as Thuggee without referenee to the means which were resorted 
to, — others who passed by poisoning (‘ases altogether whether death ensued or not, even 
although they evidenced symptoms of lieing class crime, — others who noticed some cases of the 
crime and passed by others, — some who drew some kind of distinction between the different 
degrees of poisoning and endeavoured to draw a line of demarcation between cases of murder 
by ix)isoii’^ (sonic calling this Thuggee, ^o\\\g wot,) ‘^attempts to murder by poison,'' '^robbery 
by poison," poisoning for the sake of robbery,” ‘^grievous linrt by poison," poisoning with 
hurt" and so on, — others who massed offences of various kinds iin Jer lump figures and merely 
quoted against them the Sections of the Indian Penal Code under which they severally were 
tried, among which were Sections under which the crimin:d use of poisons as a means for 
committing an oft'ence, might or might not be recognized-— thus leaving to conjecture any 
decision on the subject on the part of a Statist— while some again left unnoticed even cases of 
death by strangling. Instances of this incongruence, arc furnished in the Statements in the 
column of Remarks. 

3. I might thus have avoided, without* blame, the propararion of any Returns at all. 
But, as Government is aware, I have long been impressed with the seriousness of this crime of 
poisoning, of which I have so frequently submitted that the danger of its gaining head was in 
proportion with the difficulty of its detection, — and I therefore considered that it altogether 
liclonged to me to place to view tlie exUmt of its reported existence in the different Govern- 
ments and Administrations comprising the Government ot India, that is to say, inasmuch 
as I was enabled to do so by the data at my disposal. For under the different views formed 
of the crime, I was not able to depend upon receiving any very steady reports of the occurrence 
of it, and experience too, had taught me, that in the majority of instances, perhaps no report of 
it would be made at all, even to District Officers themselves (as evidenced under Bengal,) except 
deaih should have been the unhappy result, — and that even then, death would often be attri- 
buted to anything but poisoning ! In order, therefore, to prepare any Returns at all, I had 
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to search through the several Police Administration Reports, and these papers arc the result 
of the examination. 

4. I have to regret that the information at my disposal, should not have enabled me to 
draw up any Statistics of the crime such as I was able to submit with the Dacoity Statements. 
The reason for tliis is explained in the Column of Remarks, — and I would observe that 
altliough every case of poisoning or of strangling, has been embodied in these papers, I would 
by no means affirm, that all were cases of Thvyyec] — for it has on the contrary, been shewn, 
wliicli of them miglit (with the information obtained respecting them,) be classed as cases 
committed by the professional criminal and which not, wlioiievcr I have been able to arrive 
;.t such a discrimination. 

5. Rut while every case of poisoning or of strangling wliich was to be noticed in the 
Reports from which all wxtc gathered, has ])cen entered in tlicse Statements, those cases 
which were palpably not the deed of class criminals, have been excluded from the reckoning 
and have not been confounded with eases which either were or might reasonably be supposed 
to have been p('r])ctrat(‘d by persons who committed the crime for the sake of robbery. — For 
this Avas no light (pustion, — and I trust that the preparation of these Statements such as 
they are, Avill he approved of by Clovernmciit. 

G. 4'he measure has, however, been one of experiment only. For T have supposed that 
(rovernment, pcrc(;iving that it fell short of conveying the complete information Avhieh ought to 
he available, would issue souk* orders aceorditig to Avhich fid are Statcmeifts should be fuller of 
details, — and this might p('rha|)s be ensured by District Ofruau’s being required to keep a 
register of cem/ act of poisoning or of strangulatiop, ir/iaterer the attendant circiunstanres^ 
briefly narrating those eireiiinstanees and nofieing tl^e Police action in each ease and its re- 
sults. If it were further directed that the docainnmts so prepared, should be forwarded every 
six months to this Office, for the information of tin* OoAcrnment of India, that analyzed State- 
ment Jiiight be prepared from them, av I nch the hcinonsucss of the crime altogether requires 
shoidd be periodically placed before (jovernmoTif, — and in furtherance of this object, I would 

also propose that Inspectors Ge- 
neral of Police be required to add 
to their (Time Tables the Columns 
noted in the margin, shcAving the 
number of each ease of the classi- 
fications denoted therein, 

7. In stating that the occur- 
rence of the crime Avas not always 
reported, T have instanced the 
eases in Rengal. Many acts of 
poisoning took place in that Pro- 
vince, of Avhich the Police knew 
iiothing, although some of them 
had resulted in the deaths of the 
victims. It Avas discovered early 
in 1865, that the crime Avas be- 
coming serious in certain parts 
of lien gal, and at the recom- 
mendation of the Inspector Ge- 
neral of Police, the late Colonel 
liruce, an Officer was specially employed to investigate them, and was placed in communication 
wUh tnysefj. Perceiving in Mr. Reily, the Gentleman appointed, a valuable coadjutor, I 
invited him to communicate with me without reserve, and tendered to him my advice, and 
tounsel as freely , and although the course pursued by me in considering him in a measure 
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tempt to commit murder,”— for the ciu^es iu wliich death did not ensue, 
would be ciiti'rod cither in columns 3 and 4, or in column 6, according to 
the circumstances attending tl^em. 
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iindrr my pi’rsoniil diro^'tloiis and makuij; use of him accordingly, did not for a special reason, 
meet nitli approval from tlie liientenant (lovcrnor of Bengal, the result of our connection was 
nevertheless most gratifying. A great deal more of the existence of the (Time in Bengal, was 
discovered, than I had anticipated. Cases, several aitended (vith murder, were brought to 
light in 18()."», of oeenrrenee in 18() t. and preceding y('ars, of udd/rh somefimes uot even, a reeord 
existed ! i\Ir. Itcily prosccnt('(l them in person. nil h great tact and intelligence, and even 
gained from the Judges of the High (Wrt^a high encomium for detective ability. A great 
many of the criminals niav ariTsted and (^mvietc'd, and several of tlumi were executed or 
trans])orted for life or for shorter periods. This slu'wed the utility of extraneous pivssurc, 
dittle however my own ])art in it might have? Ixam. The sul)jeet has been noticed in the 
column of lleiuarks for Bimgal in the Statement for ISt;."), and Mr. Keily’s ])ro(Tedings and 
success an' reeounti'd in tno Ap])endiees to the Statements for 18(15 and ISdt), both rc'plete 
with painful interest. H(‘ was, T am happy to add, soon subs('(jnently advanced to the grade 
of a l)c])uty Inspector General of Boliee. 


*8. In my Ifi'port in the Foreign Departnnmt, No. dated 15th September 18(53 
(para. 20,) I submitted to noti(;e some ('asc's of poisoning by n'turned Fmiigrauts from the 
Mauritins^and that it was beliewd that the crime was practised in that Island by tngitives 
from India. It was not at tlu' time eonsideivd n('(vssary to act upon my sugg('stion to ascer- 
tain from tlie ^lauritius (lOVHTnment^wbetlu'r this was really so. n'ciirreiuT, however, 

of similar eases in this (’ountry, the decal of returned Kmigrants, 
Ih' ill (lio invsnit I’ainTs.*— AccordiMj; to tlio iii- 
Cor iscii, tiiiit !i cii'^c midt r I5t‘- fonuatiou of this l)(‘partment, men from Oudli and the North 

liar 111 lliuMor iMdU ... 

Western Fnpv'im'cs, have from tinu' to time, gone' as Coolies to 
the Mauritius and other oec'auie (\)louies, who (‘ommittc'd both Oaeoity and Poisoning, and 
it is statcal bv scjinc' of our dassee Apjirovc'rs of tlu^ poisoning class, that an Immigration Agcmt 
from Calcutta ('iigaged at raudonya few y(‘ars ago at Lin'kiiow, a gri'at nnmbc'r of persons for 
shi[)m(mt as Coolic's b('youd the 8ea, among whom wen^ several Daeoits and Dhatoora Thug 
Poisoners. know that in India iiu'u who ])riu*tised Haeoity, bav(‘, for want of opportuni- 
ti('s to commit it, turnel their bands to tlu! inon^ s('eret and k'ss easily detected crime of 
P(jisoning, of which ])rol)ably some iustane(‘s may be discern iblc in the pn'sent Statements, 
under Oudh.— //’ the oiijiortuuitij ojfers theij iritt revert to DaroHij, and some fa(*ilities for doing 
so, niav have been preseutc'd in the (V)loni(‘s, should the rej)ort b(^ correct that both crimes 
have api)earcd in th(‘ Alauritius. The iudiserimiiiat(^ d(‘])()rtation of such or otiu'r criminals, 
might, however, be in simie dc'gn'c eb('ek(‘d, wm'e, a system observed of instituting an erupiiry 
through our local Magistrate's, into the (‘baracter of the persons who otfered themselves as 
(kiolies to Fmigration Agents. 


9. It will be further perceived, that these Statements also present some cases of the 
enmc of Poisoning, in which the accused escaped conviction^ although the poison reasonably 
believed to have been employed by him for criminal purposes, was found in his possession. — 
Of this a remarkable instance will be found in the Statement for 18(56, under the District of 
imtah, in the North W('stern Provinces., The Prisoner in that ease, declared he used the sub- 
stance (which was Dhntooruh) as medieine for sick dattte. Others have similarly asserted 
that ihef/ were themselves in the habit of lakimj that dnii/. — The (h'vicc is a very common 
one. — When those mysterious cases as they W(TC called, occurred in Oonao in Oudh, in 
1800 and 1801, in which corpses were found on the high road, with knothal strings fastened 
round the neck, — of which I may here observe, there would seem to be a n'appearance in the 
sanu' neighbourhood as well as elsewhere, — under an impression that poisoners W(!rc probably 
the eidprits, who tirst had drugged their victims and then had tied on the cords as above in 
order to baffle detection — or in other words, to induce a belief that T3mg Stranglers had been 
at w(nk in an unprofessional way, and not expert Thxuj Poisoners — I suggested to Magistrates 
to require the Policrfto look out for nieiyn the garb of religious mendicants, who should put up at 
Serais or other resting places, and to search their persons in view to the disc/jvery of poison or 
other noxious substance, upon some at least (jf them. U])on this a Byragee, as he pretended 
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to 1)0, arrf‘sto<l on Iiis n tiirn to Caw^nporc, who had^aftcr a very shgrt stay at the Serai at 
that [)lae(‘, hecii perceived to ^o over into Oudh across the adjacent Ganges, leaving behind 
1dm, however, a bnndlc composed seemingly, of tattered clothes only, too miserable looking, 
lie thonglit, to ex(*ite any .suspicion. — Called upon to account for some .seeds of the Dhatoora 
found tied up in a corner of one of the old garments, he unhesitatingly declared Mfl/ he used the 
drutj as medicine and at once; raised his hand as if to cat some of it on the spot. * In this he 
was [)rev(‘nted by the .sitting Magistrate, by whom he was thereupon sent over to my Assistant, 
Major Clianiberlaiii, at tliat time located at Lucknow, where, on his making the same propo- 
sal, be was in view to put him to the test, even permitted to do what he hadolfercd. Nothing 
daunted, he forthwith siraUowed same of the seeds to the dismay of the above Officer. Insen- 
sibility had already partially set in before the usual antidotes could be applied. On his being 
restored to con.sciousne.ss, howevA', the further to disconcert beholders, he at once remonstrat- 
ed at the measures taken for reviving him, declaring, as the Hasheesh Later we may suppose 
would do, that '' he was just getting into the glory of the thing V — Transferred eventually to 
myself, he disclosed to me a long list of acts of Poisoning and of Dacoity both on land and 
river, in which In; had taktm part, and revealed too, among other like barbarities, that he tvas 
one of the infiiriaic'd band by whom Mr. St. George Tucker of the llengal Civil Service, was 
beset and finally murdered in his Bungalow at Futtclujorc on the outbreak of the Mutiny in 
1857, and that In* had ('V('n received a bullet in his leg^fronrthe seldom erring Rifle of that 
brave Man. 1 Ik re only reve rt to this anecdote, in connection with the subject of the expe- 
diency of a Law making it penal to he found to po.ssess, without a license, the deleterious 
things commonly used by Poisoners, such as 1 had ventured to propose for enactment in my 
Ic'tter to your address, No. 9‘30, niKh r il.i!(' loth Si’ptcmber LSGo. — 1 believe an objection to 
s\ieh a Law was urged in the fact that Dhaloora instance, was often used by Natives for 
incdieiual [lurposes.— If justic'c; sliould be (lefeat(‘d In these dc'testable criminals making use 
of the same argument in sup[K)r! of their iiinoecnee, it were weakness for us to urge it too, if 
through it they shoiild behaved IVom punishment! It is the well knowi\ character of the 
Thug, to make I'm! en'l ulneh \.on!d be cndc'nec* in our Courts of Law, — and for him to ad- 
vance that in ile.t'iiee, v, liu!; li;* kn')\\^ ue arc our.selves so tenacious about, —for him to 
declare that 'u* kep( poison by him /e -v.ve il as /yna/huV/e, be<*ause we say that it used by 
Natives tor s.ieh .i purpose ami mmj tfu-rcforc he possessed bn them, is altogether to sustain that 
character and to overreach us. As sidmiitted, however, in my l(*tier under advertence, the 
inconvenience of a prohibitory I jaw of tin; .scope advocated l)y me, to those who really used 
drugs for curative pur|)oses, wouldiftreet a vc'iy few^in comparison with the very many whom 
the restriction* would [irott'et. Ihey who recpiired such things for honest aims, would sutler 
little from the ih(*re troul ie of liav mg to .se(*k p(‘rmi.ssion to possess them, while the effect 
upon those who w ante. I tlu in for cj iminal end.s, would at least be^that they would in some 
measure be deterred from too readily using them, lest they should be discovered unlawfully to 
have them, 

10. That the old crime of Thuggee by strangulation, lias been superseded by that of 
is^T believe, HOW generally admitted, — or it would be admitted from the informa- 
tion presented by these Statements alone, if former Reports had not siitficicutly established 
the fact, — and it is only in eontinnatioii of mv very eariu'st etforis for the suppression of the 
dreadful evil, that I have ventured to eoiue up to (joverument with these proposals, — an evil 
accomplished by secret means at once diabolical and cowardly, and wbicli if it should not bo 
attended with the destruction of life in every case, the destruction thereof is so far contem- 
plated, that the [)nr[)ose being effected, namely, tlie robbery of the victim, it is of no eoncern 
to the criminal wlictlier the man dies or not, — his recovery being on the other hand often 
attended w ith the sacrifice of his intellect or of his bodily health, — and under these conditions 
1 humbly commend these Statements to the consideration of Government. 

I have the honor to be, 

SlK, 

Your Most Obedient Servant, 

ClIAS. HKRVEY, Colonel, 

General Superintendent . 
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Numb£B ai»d Namhs or Districts in 

WHICH CaSSB W1B« MBTOUTItl). 


(1) Bhaugui-pore 


REMARKS. 


^ PoLirK Administration Report : — “ There were four onsos of adminis- 
tering stupifying drugs, three of wliieh were sueeessfully dealt with by 
Police, and convictions obtained. This is one bright spot in the whole 
Return.” 

Memo: — (N o account of the number of persons arrested and convictod 
in these canes, or of the other usual details, is to be perceived in the Police 
^Administration Report.) 


( PoLirR Administration Report “ There were 4 cases of administer- 
ing poisonous drugs for the purpose of robbery, and another case in 
whieh two Ikidies were found in a slate whieh leaves little doubt of a 
similar crime having been committed. A special Ollieer of the Deti^ctive 
Department has been deputed to investigate (his crime and has met with 
great success. His ])roceeillngs, liowever, belong to the present year 
(1805.)” — No details given of the persons arresU'd, convicted, &c. 


Three of thest' cases, 8th duly, dlsi August and 10th October 1804, wore 
worked out by Mr. Ueily, Superintendent of the Detective Agency, in 
coiniiiuiiii'ation with the (leneral Superintendent of the Thuggee and 
Dacoity Department, viz : — 

(1) Mr R<‘ily to Colonel Bervey, Oiuieral Superintendent. — Case 8th 
July 1804 at Ibinoe (lodoh : — “Four persons ])oisoned, who reeovered : 
Plundered Rs. 225-0-0 ; Concerned 2 jicrsons : Arrefttod 2. This case oc- 
curred in July IHtit, the Police could make nutfdn^ of the case, A Head 
(h)ns(al>le wius punished for attmiipting to conceal the ease. The District 
Supfi'inleiidt'nt was nMpu'sled by me to semd for all persons who had been 
drugged in his district for the lust year or two. The two first named 
(jilaintills Rajjiih Sing and M unrote Sing) were produw‘d. On their being 
taken to the Magistrat-e s Jfajut (Lock up.) th(*y readily recognized Soodin 
and Beliareo as the two men wlio had drugged them. Tliis case was also 
inenlioned at the Sessions.” 
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(2) Monohyr 


j (2) Mr. Reily to ditto. — (/Ose 31st August 1884 at Mahadahah : — 
“Two persons poisoned, who reeovered : Plundered Rs. 16-0-0: Coiu'erned 
2 persons : Arn'sted two. Tliis ease occurred in August 1884, the Police 
failed altogether in fracing the criminals. On my arrival at Monghyr, J 
r(*<(uesl(‘d the District Supi'rinlendent of Monghyr to send for all of the 
men who had been drugged during the last year or two. Kenoo (one of the 
plainiilfs in this case) was produced, and was taken by me to the Mngis- 
tr.ate’s Hajut, where at least 40 or 60 prisoners were under confinement. 

^ Ho (;xuTniTi(‘d every one and at once |»ick(*d out SoodiiPand Heharee as the 
two men who Inwl drugged him. The deHcri]ifion he gave at tlie time, 
whii-h is in the record in the ciise, corres[)onds i^aetly with Soodin and 
Rcharee. Kmioo appeared as a witness in the Sessions Trial against 
Soodin and licharee.” 

— (These two erimlnals were sentenced t/O death fora similar 
case of poisoning in Ajiril 1885, at thtf Hahir Chowkee, in the district of 
Monghyr, in which two persons died of the drugs administered to 
them — Vide Statement for 1885.) 
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2 Districts 


(3). Mr. Reily to ditto. — Case lOth October 1804 at Bnrriarpore :— 
“ Two person^oisoned, who died : Plundered Rs. 60 : Concerned 4 persons* 
Arresh^d 3. Two men. Rajbiillub and Sookri'cn, have confessed to this 
ca.se, and in their confession the record h.'is been tnwt‘d which corroborah's 
tb^ir statemenfji eomjdetely. It a]»pearH 4 or 8 men belonging to the 
I Koomargunge gang^ were out on a poisoning expedition. Gurboo Shu 
I druggcil two travellers near the bridge at Bnrriarpore. The travellers 
I went about a mile and fell down. On robbing them tln^y found cash and 
' some attar of roses in a flask, Ac. The Record shows that 2 travol- 
! j lers wen* found dead at RurriaV[)ore on the lOl h October 1884, evidently 
' ]x>i.sone.d. On eiujuiry it turned out that they were the servants of a 
j Scent Merchant at Gliazecpore, and one of them had a Jktsk of attar of 
; roses when he left the boat. This is a singular corroboration of a^con- 
! lession. Gurljoo Slia has been arresh’d, and in his bouse has been foun^ 

* a flask of attar of ros<‘H, w'ith a Hm.all (juantity still in it. The case is 
still under investigation and promises well. The merchant from Ohazee- 
pore and the boatmen have been sent for. The local Police failed entirely 
at the timi.” 

I Memo: — (O f the three prisoners in this ease, one named Gurhoo Sha 

I was banged, another Pwaree was transported for life, and the third ^ook 
\^Lall was sentenced to 3 years’ imprisonment.) 
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2 DlSTHlCTH... 


(.3) Patna ... 


(1) POCTIA ... 


(5) Town and Suburbs) 
*0F Calcutta . 
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5 Districts 
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(1) Acra 


(2) Etaii ... 


(3) Muttra... 


(4)Ajmere... 
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(5) Allahabad 


(6) Banda ... 
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REMARKS 


^ PoLicK Apministration Report Three eases of iwlminihtennpj 
poisonous (Iriii^s for the pur])()se of rohlx'ry. oeeiirred during the end ol 
Ihe year. The Head of the Detective DepaHmeiit has been specially 
deputed to inva-stif^ate these eases, and his effoids liave bwn crowned v-’ith 
remarkable success.” 

MkmO: — The Report doc's not ^ive any iK'COiint of the number ot 
persons arrested in tliese ca.ses, or of how they wer(^ disposed ot. 

There was no mention of l^se cases in the Reports received in this 
,01Hce from Mr. Reily of the s})Bal Defective Aj^ency. 

^ Police Administration Report:— “In the remaining 3 cases of 
murder {iw<> o/' which were eases of poisoning,) defendants wen* arrested, 
but the cases Veil throuj'h, owin*,^ to defective eviclc'iioe.” 

Memo: — These two eases do not a])pear amon^ those reported to this 
^Olliee by the Sujjerinti'udcMit of the Detective Agency. * 

^ Taken from 'Fable C of Police It4^port for 1865, in which the cases foi 
that year (It in numlxu’) are compared with the numher in 1861, and in 
wliieh the crime is classed as “ causing hurl- by means ot poison with 
iiibuit to commit olfeiice.” Fourteen ))cr8ons were arrested iji these seven 
cases, of whom 3 were eon vieUxi and 11 were releast'd. 

Memo: — No Police Report for Cahuitta for 1864 was received in this 
Office. 

The following is the only account received in this Office of any of the 
above easels, riz : — 

October 1861 at Kolah Pagan in Calcutta: — Name of tlio victim 
(Itfolab proslil ul.<‘, who recovtovd : Implicated 1 p(‘rson : Arrested 1 
“ J\rro arre.sted, who has been identili(‘d by (loolab.” No further notice 
^of the cas(* was communi<*ated. ^ 


f In a (fcneral Annual Return of Crime for the whoh* of the districts ol 
Pengal (Assam <‘\cepled,) for Ihe year ending on tiu; 31st Decemher 1861, 
“two cases of Thuggee, Ac., an* given, in whi<'h Rs. .30-4-0 were 
- “stolen,” hut without any otlier d(‘iails, Wlu'tlu'r they arc* idt*ntical with 
any of the cas(*s above noticed , or are additional cases, does not appear, no 
separate m(*nli()n of th(*m being made anywhere* else throughout the 
^ Police Administration Report for 1861. 

of Hcnffal for 1861 ) 




Taken from the Police Administration Report for the North-Western 
Provinces fyr 1861, but which contains no account of these eases or of the 
Police action in them. 

In reference however to Ajmore, the District Superintendent of Police 
had reported: “During 1861, there were no ca.ses of robbery by the 
administration of poisonous drugs.” (fj 
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(S) Joi'NPORE 


f Tliis (*:iso tcnnirmtojl fatally. “On tlio Kith May, the (tnrftitoi Sikvnra, 
in the Bu\sha J)ivisioii. hnniK^ht a hody to the Station, aeeoinpaniial by a 
ynun;^' woman, Murreuin, dau^diter of deceased, whose naim' was Zeeniit- 
1lu/./eel. It appears that nmther and daughter had Ixam on a })ilp*iin- 
aj;** to Mi'cea and on (lieir return they were joined at Bhopal Tal by Ji 
man named Crirdlmra' luiruf. who numtioned he was a n'sident of 
Jounpoor, and w'as on His way there. They proceeded in company as tar 
a.s Muehlee Shahur where tln'v nut \ii> at a serai. During the ni^dit, 
Oirdharee cocdicil food and askt'd the deeeased to nartake ot it. lie also 
}j^ave tln^ dau^htin* somethin'; in a cliillnm, which made her j;iddy and 
. Mck ; the mo7ln*r. too, shortly aller, became insensible, when (Jirdhnree 
’ robbed her of Ks. and deiaimpcd. Early m‘\t mornin^^ the dau^diter 

finding her mother stdl in a precarious state, ^mt alarmed, and hired an 
h'khn for the purpose of takin^^ her into dounpoor. Tin* driver, 

however, probably from fivi^ht, seeing the motlu r’s state, did not take 
them the whoh* way but h‘ft them under a toju' of trc'cs at Sikrora and 
drove olf. The same e\t*nin^^ the mother died. Allhomjh rwru (mica- 
Vint r hi(s f>( cn inadr (*> ivavc the ctt/pvif, he has md j/( f fxen hcavd aj. 
From eiujuiiu's in.st itute'l. it appears that (liidharec is uueonneeted with 
any similar undeti'cted ea.ses in tlu‘ <livision (Benares.) lie is, howeyer, 
an absconded olfeiider fr(*m the Jounpoor district, in a ease of tlu'ft. ’ 
(^(I’oLRlv An.MlNlsTKA'IlON BlJ’Oin' I'OU 1S()1) 


(D) Mo(jrai).\1{A1) 


'J(I) SlIAJKllANPORE 


No account of these rases in the Pidice Administration Ueport fur 
liStit, nor of the pcdice action in tlumi. 


(11) Denaue.s 



f (1) IHth Au;;ust IRCi — “ A Constabh* ibnnd t w o youiif; j;irls 

; insensible in Bis.sasurf^unje in the (‘ity, and ha\ iuj; removed them to his 
station, it w'ns discovered, and also confessed to hy thi‘ defendanLthat th(*y 
had fthamj mixed in gattr };iven to them by a chumar tad mmied Bun- 
! ilhoowa, in view' to Ids havlim^ criminal conina'tiou with them^ Itfter 
' they had become into\l<vifed4i7fiu* youn;; W'liiien. on reaching' the Super' 

’ intmidmit’s house shortly after, liad (juite recoven'd tlitdr senses, and 
reco^Mil/.ed the defendant as tin' person who had t>een in their company and 
■ j;ave them the and the whole story w'as confirmed by three other 

, lads who were with Buudhoowa when he jtiirchased tlu' hhang and admi- 
nisterefl it to tiu' jdainlills. The prisoner was duly forwarded for trial, 
under Si'etion J2H of the Code, and committed t-o the Sessions, and sen- 
tence'l to live gears’ imjiri.soniiuuit.’' 

i ^ , 

j (2) “ As there is no robbery in this case, nor apjtarenfly any intention 

I of such, [Huhaps it shouhl not have found entiy in this report; but as it 
! has Ix'cn shown in the Benares statement.s^ I jiavi' also deemed it advis- 
able to mention it, viz — 

12th November IHEI- : — "It appears that three travellers, Sheokurn, 
Kluxiseeram, and Sookram Dass, residents of the Meerut, District, were 
I travcllin^^ towards Ju^;;urnath. At Allahabad they were joined by one 
{ ' (Iirwur, who made himself exceedin;;ly af^rieahle on tin journey. On 
arrival at Benan s they )iut up at a Dhurinushalah, when Cirwur went 
and purchased ponnes and sweetmeats, and the whole party eat their 
mi'als together. In the evening, the .said (lirvvur brought some choom 
and of which Khooseeram and S(X)kram Dass partook, but Sheokurn 
.declined. Soon after, the two former got stiipilied, and about midnight 
Sookram Dass began to vomit ; on this Sheokurn got frightened, and 
suspeiding foul jilay on the pari of Cirwur, searched his brother Khoosi'C- 
ram to see whether his juirse which contained Hs. 8 was safe ; not finding 
it he at onc.<* susjieeted tiirwur of the thel’t and complained to the Police, 
Ks. 11 were found on (lirwur, but Khooseerams’ purse wans not forthcom- 
ing. On being quest ioned, he confessed t-o the theft, hut denied having 
tampered with the evening meal, lIoweviT, from the condition (d the two 
men and the Me<lical OfliciT’s rejmrt, then* was no doubt that, soin^'thing 
deleterious h.ad been mixed w'ith the food. The ease being strong against 
(lirwur, he w;is arrested and forwarded for trial, committed to the Sessions, 
and senh'riced to fourteen years’ imprisonimmt.” ^ ^ 

(3) 17th November 1801 . — “ An in.simsihle tiaveller was found by the 
chowkeedar of village Shoqjabad, lying close to a jowartield m-ar the jiv.-r 
hank, and w^as brought by him to the Rajghat out-post. The Sub-his}i<-( - 
^toi of Ramniigger happened to la* there at the time, and, imagining the 
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f man had an epileptic fit, sprinkled his face with water, &c. After two or three 
hours the man came to his senses and told his tale— tliat he was travellinjif 
from the Upper Provinces^ towards Gya, and on reaching Mohun Serai 
(about eight miles from Benares) was accosted by a man calling himself 
an Aheer, who said he was going to Patna where he had a brother ; they 
walked on in company, crossing during the afternoon the bridge-of-boats 
at Rajghat, where they pulled up and seated themselves by the river bank. 
Ramasur (the plaintiff) then told his companion to get some suttoo., which 
he brought tied up in two bundles : one portion he gave to Ramasur, and 
eat the other himself. After taking a little, ho detected a bitter taste in 
the i(uttoo,mA threw the remainder away into the river, asking his friend 
what sort of su-ttoo he had brought ; he replied that it was the best to be 
had. Shortly after, Ramasur became gidd}Tthe Aheer then led him along 
tlm bank of the river for alamt half a mile when he became insensible. He 
had a lota, a ruzzai, and Rs. two in cash with him ; these must luive been 
taken from him by the Aheer, who had disappeared. The^search after the 
defendant wjis unsuccessful at the time, but shortly after he was engaged 
in a similar crime and arrested — Vide case 5." 

(4) 5th December 1864 : — “ The fourth case occurred in the Dussa- 
soomade Division of the city of Ihpiares. About 5 r. M. two men, one 
calling himself (lokul, the other (name unknown), apparently his servant, 
visited a prostitute by name Cbunder Monee. The former gave her a 
Ruj>eo and proposed remaining the night. Two otlier women who lived 
close by ha])pened to be th(*re at the time, but went away .soon after, 
(rokul then sent bis servant for />oorcc.?, sweetmeats, and cream, and they 
all partook ; soon after Chunder Monee became insensible, and remembered 
notliing till seven the following morning. When she awoke she found she 
btul vomited^ll over the Hoor, and that the two men had disappeared. 
On looking about, she diseoven'd a hox of b(‘r’s had been broken open, and 
the contents consisting of clothes and jewels valued at R.s. 114-8-0 stolen.” 

** The first intimation to the Police was at 10 a. m. on the 6th. when the 
Sub-fnspoetor proceeded to the plaintilf’s liouse, and having collected the 
Rubstanee vomitedforwarded it to the C’ivil Surgeon. He then obtained 
a deSerif)tive roll of the culprits, and after a few hours’ search found (lokul 
in another prostitute’s house. When brouglit before the plaintiff he was 
at once recognized by her, as also by the two wonum who were visiting 
^ her the previous evening, and was duly forwarded for trial ; but the fact 
of bis having given any drug not b(dng properly established, he was 
relcas4'd on that charge. However, on further eiujuiry on the ])art of the 
Magistrate, he was disposed of under Scf'tion 281) of Act XXV. of 1861. 
Although every endeavour was made to triwe the second culprit, the efforts 
of the Police were unsuceessiiil. and bo is still at large.” 

(5) 6tb December 1864 : — “ The fifth and last ease in this district occur- 
red near Rajah talao. The Sub-rns])ector of the Mirza Moorad Station had 
been in that direction enquiring into a csise, and returning about noon, 
saw a man lying down about a si mo’s throw from the tank. On being 
called, he raised bis bead for a moment. The Sub-Inspector then went 
close to him, when he inform»*d him that his name was Hookmee Hnj,jam, 
and that be had come from Allahabad ; that some three koss back he bad 
met a man, calling himself an Aheer, who bad given him some mtiuo 
whilst seated at a tank ; and that, on aiTival at Rajah talao, feeling himself 
heated and dizzy, be had laid down, and that his companion had gone on 
a-head.” 

“ The Sub-Inspector, suspecting foul play, at once obtained a description 
; of the supposed Aheer and started in pursuit. Imnu*diately after, seeing a 
I man going in the direction of Hookmee, and his appearance tallying witli 
the descriptive roll, he arrested him, when the j)laintilf at once recognized 
him as the person who had given him the suttoo. The defendant on being 
questioned was found to he a Pa.'isee ; his name was Shewdeen. He con- 
fessed to having given Hookmee some bluing to drink mixed with a small 
quantity of opium, then the sndtvo, and concluded by making him a gaiya 
chitium mixed with two dhuttoora seeds, and that it was his intention to 
rob his victim when quite insensible. Hookmee was at once sent in to the 
Medical Officer, and sufficient evidence in support of the confession being 
forthcoming, Shewdeen was forwarded for trial.” 

“ When first seen by the Superintendent of Police, he was identified as 
the person who hod escaped in the Ramnuggur case (No. 3 8uma), and on 
him were discovered the articles stolen on that occasion. He acknow- 
ledged his guilt, and mentioned that he had been initiated into the system 
by the professional poisoner Bishoondyal, who was arrested, convicted, and 
hanged at Benares in 1863. Shewdeen was duly tried and convicted, and 
Js now undergoing 10 years’ imprisonment. The first case against the 
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'^dofondant was not- pjono into, owinj; to tho ahsonco of tlio pKiiutiir, and to 
(here being no other direct evidency against liiin.” 

Memo : — This case; was reported to this OlHce, and Sliewdeon Passeo 
was ibnnd to he in the rolls of the 'fliuggee and Diu'oity De))iir(nienl as a 
registered Tlnig poisoner. For llisliendyars case, who ivos <f rvlurned 
ctnlffninf from the Mdtfnfhnfjjudt'iUnwrni Snju'rintendiMit’s Annual lle}»ort 
Jbr 18(5^^ No. 79 f, date<l* /^-JSepU'iuber 1803 XX. 
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^ (1) loth May 1801 : — “ A man was found lying insensible near a Hipior- 
shop, a short distance from the Kncliwa bazar, by the Head Constable of that • 
Station when out jiatrolling. The Police OlHeer learnt that the man ha<l 
been there since 12 o’clock, and that ho had shown signs of intoxication 
when he arrived, and had remaincsl so up to the hotir (0 p. m.) of the ll(>ad 
Constable’s coming up. TheOHicer trit'd to move him, b\it failed, and, think- 
ing his aj)pearance dilferent Irom that of a drnidvcn man, forwarded him 
for medical examination, when it was ase(‘rtained to he a ease of drugging. 

, The man did not recover his senses sulHeiently for twenty-four hours after 
his arrival at Mirzapons when In' stated that he was pnwt'eding from 
i Allahabad to Penares, and at (»o])eegunj was joined by a man, who, alter 
I administering s»»ne drug (diseovt'red to he (Ihutoord) m his food, decoyed 
him otf the main n)ad. Soon aft(‘r they must liave reached the ahove- 
I mentioned Ii(|nor-shop, when the )>risoner, linding his companion getting 
worse and worse, decamped, afti'r relieving his victim of ])roj)erty valued at 
Rs. 5-8-0. Fnnn the time of the first discovery, the Kuehwa Police did 
' tin*** b(‘st in the casi*, but without any good result. The culprit, however, 

1 was subseijnently arrested in another ease (2) when the commission t>f this 
one was traced U) him.” 

(2) 10th May 1801: — “ A party of {owhvparrca came into the bazar 
with grain for sale ; six of them were in one |)artnership, and four in 
another. They all ))ut up atono Fuki'cr llnlwaees house, where they wero 
always in the liahit of lodging. Having disjiosed of their goods, the i’oimer 
party returned to tlnar homes on tlii' following morning, leaving the four 
others behind, threi* of whom had during the night heeonio insensihh*, tho 
fourth man. Ram Koomar by name, being all right. From the statement, 
of the chowkeislar, who reported the ease*, it, apjaairs the said Ram Koomar 
had done his utmost to keej) the other three from the jiuhlic gaze and tho 
Police the evening before, and ajiparently succeeded until the report was 
made. It was ascintaiiu'd I hat the victims had sold their grain for Rs. (>5-8, 
and the money maile over to Itam Koomar, who wishing to appropri.ito 

J the whole amount, mixed some (fhut<n>ra seed into the food of his paitners, 
in view to make off when the drug had iakim jiroper elici t. Tin* money 
had for some time been maile ovi*r to one Oujoodliia, in whose house it, 
was found tied up in a ja(d<et hclongiiig to the said Ram Koomar, wlio was 
duly committed to Sessions, convicted, and sentiaieed to live years’ impri- 
sonment.” 

(3) 2 ilk June 1801: — “A little girl, Dilhahar, informed the Police 
that her mother (a prnstitute) named Piidma was lying inseiisihlc at her 
house, and that a man Inwl been there at 8 A. M., who shortly after asked 
her (Dilhahar) to go out and jiundiase a little sugar ; when brought, ho 
made a shurbut, of which tho mothiU’ partook. He then sent her again 
for/aTW. On her return, half an hour alter, she found h(*r mother insensi- 
ble, and the man gone off with jewellery valued at its. 28-(). The report 
w,’j5 made at 1 r. m., and at 4 p. m,, from tin* dcscri|)tion obtained from 
Dilbahar, the man was arrestivl at tlu' Railway station, and on being 
brought b) Rudma’s house was at once recognized by the girl and a rudgli- 
bour. His name was Mungur, and on further empiiry he turned out to 
be the individual who drugged the man in case (1). He was committed 
to the Se8.sions, convicted, and sentenced to 20 yi-ars' imprisonment.” 

(4) Slst October 1804: — “A woman calling herself Kutree, went to 
the liouse of Ihrlioo Kulwar in Bhudoeo and claimed ri'lationship with tho 
family through Debee Kulwar of (Jopi'cgunj, and said she had come todalk 
about Homo marriage in the family, which she was anxious to prevent'. 
She then projxised having some tiiod with Rechooandhis family consisting 
of Ids wife and two or three other jxrsons. Tin* ehupatees wero ready 
cooked, and jireparations were made for cooking some vegetables, when 
one of Bechou’s children, about eleven years old, began to grind spices to 
flavor them. The stranger talked about liimily matters, and presently sug- 
gested to the little girl that she should h(‘lp her to grind tho spices ; 
shortly after, the little girl and her mother went out for natural purposes. 

j When the food was ri'fidy, Bechoo and his father partook, but another 
^daughter who joined them in the meal, thinking it tasted maty^ spat it 
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f out. WIkui tho moal was over, Bechoo and his father became insensible, 
Bochoo’s wife returned, and tindin^ them in this state, tried to brinj? 
them round ; and in the confusion the stranf,n‘r decamped with her onia- 
inents valued at Ks. 17. From the way in which she went to work, there 
is every reason to suppose that Kutree must be a professional poisoner. A 
woman answerin'? to the dcscri])tion was subsequently arresU'd at Gopee- 
^mnj, but the jdaintilf failed to reeo‘?nize her as the culprit, and no report 
hav’in^'M)een made! to this OlHce of her capture, I conclude Mussamut 
Kutree must be still at large.” 


Memo:— Cases of this kind have taken place in other parts of the 
country, and were fully reported iipon in tlie General Superintendent’s 
Annual Iteport in the Foreign Department foi 1S02. For a remarkable 
instance, vide para. XXI. of Col. Hervey’s lieport, Nq. 794, dated 15th 
^September 1803. , 


( 13 ) Guruckrore 


( The Police Administration Report contains no separate account of these 
peases nor Of the police action in them. 
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f One case Blst January 1864:— “This case is one of the usual stamp. 
Bida Ram, Constable, while proceeding on duty Iroin Chundos(3 to Coel, 
observed a hhi/lec passing him, and being struck with the appearance of 
the driver (l)liokul), who looked intoxicated, he stopped him ; a man, a 
woman and a girl were walking alongside. Dhokul was too ill to speak, 
but he ma4} signs that the ])eo)>le with liim had given him something to 
eat, upon this he took all three into (‘ustody, but being alone the man 
ran away. Some arsenic and jyoorrts were found in the hJijjlee» On 
recovering, the hhi/lec driver gave evidence against the man and woman. 

4 ■{ The man was subsequently arrested and sentenced to ten years’ and the 
woman to 8ev<*n years’ imprisonment.” 

Memo: — The habit of a class of professional poisoners, of selecting 
hach vii and hhylee drivers for tlieir victims, was described in the General 
Superintendent’s Report to the Govc'rmneut of India,, Foreign Depart- 
ment, No. 794, dated 15th Set)tember 1803, paras. XIX and XXIV. 

The Police Administration Peport, for 1804 gives no account of tho 
l^otber three cases, or of any police action in them. 


f ' Inspector General oe Police; — “During the year, the District Su- 
perintendent of Police (from information receiv(;d,) discovered and prose- 
eute<l to conviction a poisoner named Kullooahwho had committed two 
rohlu'ries by administration of dhutoorah in 1803. This man was a 
])rofessional robber l)V ])oison, and his discovery, capture and conviction, 
are matters of eungratulatioii." 

Memo; — This man Kulloo Kaeheo was in connection with one Mohun 
and other poisoners, implieati'd in several cases of Thuggee by means of 
poisons investigated by the Thuggee and Dacoity Department before its 
vv ithdravval from Britisli Territory h^ the Resolution of 1863. He had 
]H)isoned a man in Budaon in July 1801, and a reward of Rs, 50 was 
olfored for his arrest. 
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No account of the 3 cases here returned for 1864, or of the aedion taken 
in them, was given in the Police Administration Report for 1864 ; hut the 
following is the account of one of them as reported to the Thuggee and 
Dacoity Department, viz : — 

2()th September 1864 :— “ Goolzar Pathan had sold a horse and pony 
at Allyghur for Rs. 135, which he had with him. He put up one 
night at the semi at Soomna, and the next night at Khoorjali. ^ A man 
from near the Railway station at Allyghur had aeeom})anied him. He 
came with the complainant a.s far as Cholah, where the latter fell asleep, 
and this man went off with his money, &e. It appears that near Cholah, 
the thief had procured him some poorccs, which he ate and proceeded on 
his way. When he got some little distance, he fell dowm aiid boi-ame 
insensible. When he recovered a little, he went to 8ecundrabad to re})ort 
the theft. A Sub-Inspector had not proceeded with him very far, when 
he again began to feel the effects of the dhutoora, but he recovered shoidly 
aflerwjirds. He stated that tho man had given his name as Buldeo, sou 
of Nutho Jat, resident of Hatrass in the Allyghur District. From the 
complainant's account of the man, it would seem that he belonged to a 
gang of poisoners located at Hatra-ss where one of them had been 
-previously seized for some similar cases of poisoning.” 
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( 16 ) Meerut 


r No details of theso cases, or of any l)olico action in them, are jjjivcn in 
the Police Administration Pcport for IStil ; but from a sbitement received 
1 in this Ollice, it would seem that om* of the number took place on the 
j 17lh March lS(Jt, and that one ]>crson died from the elfects of the drug 
l^jidminislcred, but no other details were communicated. 
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^ (1) 17th May 1S(U: — Ivulloo, a HNvee]M*r, was travelling to Umballa 
accompanied by Ins wife and two ehihlren and by his brother Sufree, to 
visit some relations who were swecj)ers attached U) the Horse Artillery at 
that station, lie depose<l : W<* reached a village in Meerut and not far 
from Sirdhunah, we met a Juan who partook of ft)od with us. VVe came 
along to lloorbanah, eat some chuhcvna and started to Kurhur. Wo 
cat separatf'ly and came on to a ])lace two hm from Shamlee where thiTo 
Was mt habitation. He there fed us with some ttudlvviht (a cake of r/ooe. 
Hour and water.) Half an hour aft ('rwards, I became ipiite insensible; 

I my tongue became tlry, and I could not speak ; my head and body pained 
I dreadfully. 1 was insensible one whole night and a day. I was purged 
and vomitiMl, otherwise 1 should not have escaped. My brother <lied 
owing to the drug btlng administcri'J to him in a large (juautity. Whilo 
insi'usihh' 1 was rohhcil <»f a. silver chain 0 Un])Ces, necklace 1 Pu])oes, 
cloth and utensils (value md known.) and Its. 2-8-() in cash. 1 can re- 
• cogni/,c him if .a))))rehended. He was of small sbiiure, small beard, of 
middling complexion, aged about -itl years. Ife is a Malionuslan. Tho 
]»oisoner was w’itb our party for two days. Ho did not aeeoinjiany UH 
IVomMeerut; we fell in with him on (he MozuHernuggiir sid)‘of Sirdhuna.’^ 

MK.Mi);—The Police Administration Itc'port contains no aeconnt of tho 
above ease. An unpartaken ' ])orlion of the wulJccda was sent to Dr. 
Macnamara, (he Clumiical Examiner to Government, w'ho reported, ; — 

“As the idiysiologieal test only can be nTu'd on for sueli jjoisons a.«i 
ilhidoorti^V made an extract of a portion (about 2 ounces) of the bread, 
and gave a part ol‘ the extract to a cat. The jiupils of the animal 
heeame in a very slmrt time w'idely dilattsj, and eontitnasl so for several 
hours. No other symptoms showed thciosidvi-s. 1 dropped sonu! of tho 
li(|uid cxtra<’i into oni* eye of each of two other cats. The pupils of tho 
c>cs so treated hccainc markedly dilatisl. From these (‘xp(>rimcnts I 
have no dcniht the bread contained dhutooni or some other poison,” 

' (2) 12th duly ; — “ Sircea went to Nuthun dat*s house, and tn)(l 

him he could nssaor his bullock which had been stolen ; so Nuthun taking 
Ifs. 11 staric<l oir with defendant. He did not retuni home, and his 
father and relativt's being alartned at his alisenec*, commenced eiujuiries, 
and reported at llaroti* INdiee Station that liis son liad gone away with 
Sircea, and he feared ln‘ (Sireea) had murdered liim. The Police eom- 
iia'iKX'd en<juir\, and aseerlained that Jnga llam, Nutliun’s uncle, had 
gone to the Knrnaul District to look for Sircea, whom he had recogni/.isl 
when going with his nephew Nuthun, and that Sireea was arrested and 
m.ade over to the Police by the zemindars of Sirei'u’s village in the Kurnaul 
District on 25th duly, charged with susj)icion of having murdered Nuthun. 
At this time it was not know n that Nuthun hail been drugged, only that lie 
was missing. Now-^ comes the curious j)art. : It so ha])])ened tliat, on tho 
KHh duly, a requisition came from the Superintendent of Police, Saharun- 
pore, to .search for a lunatic in this distra-t (Moznih'rnuggiir), and on tho 
13th duly, a man lying on a chariioy (who afterwards tiirnisl out to he 
Nuthim), and very like a lunatic, was taken to the Kyranah Poliei! Station. 
•I'lie Suh-Inspeetor thought the man was the lunatic in question, and for- 
warded him to the Suihler Station. On arrival hero he was Ibrwanlcfl on, 
by order of the Magistrate, to S.iharunpore. On arrival at Saluirnnj)ore 
ho turned out mt to he the man that w'as risniired, and was aeeoniingly 
sent hack to this station, when he wa.s rek-aseil by the Magistrate and h(‘ 
returned to his village. On tlx* doth duly Nutliun went to jJarote, and 
recognized Sirme an the man mho had dyuijgvd him near Kijranah. d'lie 
ease wais transferreil from the Meenit district to this. The Magistrate of 
the district has tried the ease, and the crime has been eli'arly jiroved 
against * Sireea.’ ” ^ 


Memo : — This culprit had committed another case of |)oisoning by 
! exactly the same device in the previous DeeiMuher, iHtid. He was tried 
I upon both charges and sentenced to 14 years’ imprisonment. 

^ There w no account t»f the third case. 
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17 Districts 


(18) SAHAiiiJxronK 


16 


REMARKS. 


1 


j N(» .ammni of this ('.m* in the Polkr Admiuistnilion U('tx)rt, or of any 
{ Police jiction in it. 


^ fn the Police Administration Ri-]ioH for l.S(;5, it was stated that the 
cases in 18(5 1 mmihered 35 only, while in Appmulix II. of the same 
Report, the number w'as 47. 

Ixsi’KCTOR (Ienfuvt., OF PoLlCE “ No ease of Thu^^<;ec (by strani^ula- 
tion) has occurred within the year, aJid only (ico cases of old oecunvnee 
remain undetected.” 


Total 


u; 


In is Districts 


“There has beem a sensible deensise in the otfeiuo of rubbers/ bi/ 
\ adiuiulstriffioti of' /Ku'son. d'he <’onvietion of Jlnr|H‘i*shad and his i^an^ 
I in 1803 will probably hav(‘ <'ontnhu1ed a ;.food dc'al to this, and the 
K(‘i/.ure and conviction of other jirofcshionals diirini; ISOt, will, I hope, 
I toirethcr with measures now in pro<^M*ess at AllvL,diur, further reduce the 
j number of Ihesi* otlcnces, Diiriii;^'’ the year, 47 cas('s occurred : -b) cases 
were detected, leading to the c(>nviction ot 32 i)ersi)ns.” 


Memo: — The number of pi-rsons arrested ’and otlu'i* details, are not 
show'll in the Police* Administration Ib'jKirt. Hurpershad and his ^oin^^ 

I w'cr«‘ brouj^ht to justici* l»y Majoi Chamhorlain, Assistant (ieneral 8u])er- 
j intendent at Luckimw, tor an account of udiose proceeding's in that 
I remark.-ible case, v'nlv th(‘ (lencral Su]>erintcndent’s Report to the (jov- 
einnient of 5ndia, No. 7b1., dated loth September 1863, Paras. XIX and 
I XXIV. 

I Deputy Insfectoti General OF Pouce {^ f<(jor Turnvlnil ) :— Pro ~ 
frxs'nmal fHiixonnuj h}/ tfv'- — “Tiiis atrocious crime, rendered 

so facile by the ease with wdiich tin* \(‘;;^etahlc ])Oison is proeured. and the 
dilHcultv of detection, owinc^ to the vici im beiii!' for so many hours in a 
state of rowa before he <‘an ^ive information, is, 1 am j'lud to sa}, not 
much on the increase.” 


47 


I “ The coui'se tmi’sned by the jirofessional poisoner, in entrap- 

' pini^ and druj's.pn;' his victim, is so wGl known to the Polio' Oibcers of 
the North-Western Province's, that it would be a work of superei'o^ation 
for nu' to enter into it in this Re) xul. To those' wlio have* late'ly joined 
{ the' Poliea', I ri'e'ennnu'nd the R('])e)rt of Major Ghamlx'rlain, Assistant 
I (le'ueral Sujie'rinte'iident, feir JS62. Sullice it to say, tliat the usual victims 
! are trave'llers ami nie'ii of the Native Army ]m)cee'(linj^' on leavi', and that 
j a larf^e number e»f b/ti/le<s anel cattle' are sleilen by the use of this dru)', 
as evide'ue-e'el in the e-ase of Deesa e>f the' Rtah DistrieT and Sin'e'a of Kur- 
naul, arre'sted in the* MozuHernu^^'ur District. I have* much ri'ason te> 
belie've that this crime* was in full swin^ in the Allyi^hur and Etah 
Districts elurinc^ the* cheeWa epieh'iuic of 1861, ami that mdnbcrx <f per- 
xoiix pohoacd and found dead ircrr entered In the Pofirc diaries, as 
harinrf died from cholera ar starvalion. Ilie* dru|^ is administereel m 
variems wa\s. but {\\e chillum and swe'e-tmeats are the faveerite' Ibi ins of 
pre)fe'ssional jeeeisoners. 23 case's remaine*el undetected in the ]\retrut 
] and Reehilciiml Divisions iVeun .lanuary 1861 tei 1st .January 1861; e)f 
j these, 2 eases e>f 1863 were eh'te'cted in 1861, viz., 1 at MozuHernue^L,'ur, 
and 1 at Doolundshuhur. Diiriu'' 186 k thirfeen e*ases oe-curred (in those 
twe) Divisions!, eij'ht of which were dete'ctcd during the year. In August, 
I examine'd at Aj'ra, two life priseeiiers, Mohun and another. Mohun ^ave 
valuable infeirmation in the case* of Kulloei, who was the pe'i-jietrateer of 
tlie |)oisonin}' case at Bheeeir in the* Iloedund.shuhnr district, and he is now 
at Allvf'hur working fairly under Mr. Williams, District Superintendent 
of Police.” 


Memo : — The nnst's in this Divi.sion (Meerut and Rohilcund,) amounted 
to ly, it would sce'ui, and not to 13 only. Mohun confesseel to ^lajor 
Ohambe'ilain, to a.s many as 17 cases of [eoiseining in Etah, Agra, Muttra, 
Bud.mn, and Allygurh. He was sentenced for life in a case of poisoning 
in the Muttra District on the 22nd July 1801. ^ 

Deputy Inspector General (Major Due Robbery by ael- 
mini.stration of peeison, whilst it numbered 22 case's in 1863 (in the Agra 
and Allahabad Division,) is re'duced to 13 in 1864. Few e>f these jire.sent 
any serioiLs features, such as wemld lead one tei think them, as a rule, the 
w'ork of organized and wide s])read gangs. They are mostly cases of one 
mail taking advantage of simple village*rs, casually met, to stujufy and 
then rob tbom of what little the‘>'>pe)sse'sscel. The cxceptieui to this ca^e, 

1 is the gang of iKjwoners convicted in the Banda District, (». e, Hurjecr- 
(^shad’s Gang.)” 
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^ “The nniount ntolen in this way in lS()t is Us. 2 U)-2-0 In tlio 13 casts 
• Oui of (Jo persomt oottccrtml In them, 30 wore h!-i)\i,i;ht U) trial. Of theso 
21 may 1 h‘ H aiti t^) ho oonviottHl, .I'^'ainst 0 iUHjuitlod -an ayora^^o whicli 
Rooms fair whon tho natim* of tlio orimo is oonsitloroJ, and that in most 
ojusos, all tho party iiotod upon aro violims to tho stupifaotion oansod hy 
d/ttiloorah, and wiiioh prevontS thoir ^iviuj^ much or any information to 
idontily tho poisoner.” 

Mkmo: — Tho cases in this Division amounted, it would seem, to 15 
and not 13 only. 


Total 


16 


Jn J8 Distuicts, — could. 


Deputy* Inspector (ienkiul (Major JfW/oo'/n/j ; — “ Uohhorios hy 
the administration of {rmsoii or othor dolottuious ilrn^s. Of thoso, It) 
C41S0S tveurretl in this Division (Honaros,) viz: 5 in the Beniu’os District, 
•1 in Mirzapore, and 1 in Jounpt>re." 




]yiKMO:—It would seem that tho cases in this Division wore 12 and not 
10 only. 


Deputy I N.spECToR Oenervl (Major Dvinwhi/) Division 

(tihansie) has heen alto^^ctlnn* fri‘e from d.icoiti'c, thutpjcc. or rohbei ies hy 
the administration of poisonous drugs during the ^ear IStJl.” 


MEMO • 


Moonit and Botiilrund 
A^ra and AIIaliuLud 
tk'tuircs 
Jliaiiriie 
A j more 


l!) eases, 
I'i „ 
li „ 
ml. 

1 .. 


“I have at present on my tile 3 <’uhcs of administration of poisonous 
drugs, 1 of thuggee ami 2 of diU’oitci*. Tht'v arc all ot iNfJl and IH()2, 
hut the ])erpctrators of the two former crimes art* birds of jiassage in this 
Division, Humet'rpoor being the district which they favttr most, They 
leave but little clue, and that little 1 have iiuind it dillicult, alter sucli a 
long interval, to take up.” 

Government Mouth Western Provinces It is satisfactory that 
no%aK0 of thuggee has occurred within the year, and that only two cases 
of old occuiTonce remain undet4*cted.” 

“ There has been a Hensible de<*reas(* in the oflcnce of robbery hy lulmi- 
oristration of poison, which is satisfactory.” 


Tot 41 , 47 oaHos 


{End of Xorlh-intilvrn Vrovitnrxfor 180 1) 


Police Auminihtration Ukpoht There wcu* 5 cases of roh])ery 

' three <f K'liivh war (ffevtcd hj/ atlnti/nsfcrliKf /i</i.s'<inoii.s dni(7<<. In only 

one of the drugging cases wa.s an appudjciiMon made, and that ic.sulted 
in acquittal.” 


(1) A man named .Iheryuk, caste Dhol)ee, was procoi'ding along the road 
in the Moraon jurisdiction, when a man came up tt) him, and after talk- 
ing, they proi-eeded u>gether. Towards evening the stiangiU' olfered some 
8utt(Ki, which the Dhohec ate, ami shortly afteiwar<lK heeaiii'* insensihle. 
The olficer in charge of the Police Station was on tin* spot as soon as 
)» 08 sihle, and every emleavour was made to trace llni ])()isoncr, hut to no 
purpufic. Deseriplive Uolls were sent to the neighhouring district, and 
every elfort mmle tliiough the Police* and PhowKe'cdars, hut without avail. 
The small property of the Dhohee had of course bea u stolen.” 


Q 

O 


8 ( 1 ) OoNAO 


3 


(2) “ Tlie secoml caae oee-urrod in Oeloher near tho vilhigi* of 

Paasakheyra in the Poorwa jurisdiction. A man, Uam linksh, was going 
along, when a stranger entered into eonversation with him, and they 
proeecMled together. At evening tho straiiger otlenvl the Hrahniin some 
j 8 Utt 4 K) which he greedily ate an<l heeame insensihle 5 his small ]»r()perly 
] waa taken off*. The Inspector and tlu' Officer in charge (if the I'oliea 
Stetion were for a long time employed in searching all the villages round, 
in endeavoring to get the plaintiff’ to identify tlui culprit. Thi.s however 

was without miccess. The drugged man having said that the man who 
drugged him had stated he was a resident of Gawnpore, an intelligent 
Ollicer was despatched there with the plaintiff’, and they ri'iuained - v. lal 
days watching the ha/.ars, hut to no purpose. There is veiy c(»nvi(lciMhl<* 
doubt if tho victim co«/(/ recognize Ids drugger as will he seen hy liie 
next case.” 


Crd. 

over 



1 Disthtct 


(3) “ The third cas(^ (Recurred between the villages of Shewpore arul 

Murro'.e in the Adinlgunj jui is<Hetion. One casi* is t he counterpart (U 
the of •*' . A man 8he\\deen was going along towards Gawiijioie, wlien 
he w.H overtaken hv a man, calling himself an Aheer ; they ]nocce(le(l 
together. At nightfall, the stranger otfere*! some siitlno which v\as eaten 
Shortly afterwards, the victim 1 mm aimj insensihh', and his small belonging , 
were stolen. The nuist strenuous cff’uits were ma'U. Tim lnS[)ector and (Hiief 
Constable went to almost eveiy village on the route the man had taken 
through portions of tin* liov lian-illy ami Snltanjxnc Districts. The District 
^Sl^)erinteni.ent endeavoured tiuough the Cliowkccdars to find tho man. 


3 
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1 District ... ^ 


OOxVAO, — could. 


('^) IIUKOUl... ... 1 


(3) Fyzabad ... 3 


(4) Pert \B r, licit ... 1 


REMARKS. 


TThe inflpector patrolled tlio road with the drugged nmn, and went to 
watch the ghat nt the Ganges. The victim pointt'd out a man who he 
J said was the man who gave him the suttoo. He said ho recognized his 
kummul and a little hag. On examination this bi\)ke down entirely. 
His witnesses could not idendfy the articles, and the man apprehended 
^established an ‘ alibi’ most clearly.” 

'' Pouch Admtnihthation Rkport : — All the 13 murders, including one 
hg poison, are, however, ortlinary lor the sake of revenge, &c. The rolice 
apprehended inevery case, but one.’* 

Memo : — This leaves it doubtful whether the poisoning case was among 
^tho detectetl cases or not.) 

These cases were entered in a “ Statement showinjf cases of Thuggee in 
the District of Fyz.abad” received from the Deputy Commissioner under 
date loth March 1806, as of occurrence (1) at llajeeporc on the 1st July 
1804, persons implicated 25 an-ested 8 : (2) at Kuniapore on the 13th 
-(August 1804, persons implicated 10, arrested 0: (3) at Serai Raneeporo 
on the 17th August 1804, ]»ers()ns implicated 20, arrested 1 : total im- 
plicated 01, arrested 18: but no oilier details were given, and it seems 
prol)al)le that the occurrence oj‘ these cases only beeamo known after the 
jiiate of the Police Administration lieport for 1804. 

r Pouch Administration Report : — “ Nine murders, of which one was 
< hy poison * * * The murder by poison was an ordinary murder for 
C revenge.” 


f Inspector General of Police:—" No perceptiblo effect on the crimes 
of th(‘ provinces has been nroduced by the abolition of the Thuggee 
Department.” " There have been no cases of Thuggee.” 

" Eohhery hy administering intoPtoafing drugs the year, only 

4 crimes of this nature were n*ported .and none ended fatally ; three cases 
were reported in the Oonao District and one in Fy/.ahad.” 

"The ease (in Fyzabml) occurred at a bathing place on the road to 
Sultauporo among tmvellers returning from bathing at Ajoi'sHiya; it was 
for robbery, hut tlio poisoners were disturbeil before they could oomploto 
the otfence. It will be observed that the Fyzabad case was an unsuccess- 
ful attempt.” 

Memo j — No separate mention of this case was given in the Police 
Administration Report under the Fyzabad District unless it was alluded 
to in the following sentence, m's in one ease of " attempt at murder,” 
it was decided that the crime was not committed.” It will be perceived 
from the d.ato and pliu'e of this case, that it is notone of the thiee above 
entered against Fyzabui. Thus by rejecting this attempted case and the 2 
revenge eases for Hnrdui and Pertabghur, there remain 3 cases only for all 
Omlh according to the Police Administration Report /or 1864, and those 
too, of occuriHjnce only in Oonao ! 

Police Administration Report, Tables A and B : — “ Murders hy 
ToTATi 8 ^ Districts 8 ' poison. Three cases against 5 in 1863: arrested 0 persons, ai'quitted i: 

convicted 2 : ‘ died, transferred or escaped' 1 ; under trial at the close of the 
year 2 persoits in 1 case.” 

Memo:— Whether these arc the three cases for Oonao or not is not 
plain — the latter having been described above not to have ended 
fatally^ whereas these are otherwise described. But it is possible that 
these 3 cases compnse two with murder in Hurdui and Pertabghur, 
and another " revenge CAse” by means of poison in some other not men- 
tioned district and not the Oonao cases, the following remark appearing in 
para. 158 of the Police Administration Report fer 1864, viz : “ The remain- 
ing cases (of murder) were 101 in number, and. including Me 3 by poison. 
were ordinary murders committed from jealousy, revenge or quarrels, <fec,” 

Without reference to, classification, the number of reported cases of 
poisoning in Oudh in 1864, whether stated in the Police Administration 
Report or otherwise gathered as in the oases for Fyzabad, and the details 
to bo collected regarding them, would seem to be summarized as follows 

Recapttt^tion Total cases 10 (including zxmttempt in Fyzabad, and 
a case attenj^jftd with murder in some unmentioned district) against 6 in 
1863 : Ooncemed 61 persons in 3 cases iq Ryzabad repoi^d hy the 
Deputy Commissioner : Number concerned not stated in 7 cases : Arrested 
25 persons in 7 cases : No one arrested in 3 cases ; 1 man releas^ in one 
^case (in Oonao :) 2 persons convicted, 1 acquitted, 1 otherwise disposed of 
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REMARK S. 



• 


fin 2 (of rovonj^^e ;) 20 |K*r.sona ponding in 4 panos {nz : 3 in Fyzahad 

find 1 a revonj'o i'jimp ;) Property robbed not shown : Murder in 3 ea«es ; 
No murder in 7 cases. 

Total 

8 

• 

4 Districts, — continued. 

8 

iNaPKCTOtt Genkkal of Polipk : — “ The Province, lam thankful to 
has beim comparatively freo from this horrible crime during the year under 
review.” 

1 Chief Commissionkii : — “I n murder by iwison there has been a 
' deerefise, and the Chief Commi.ssioner understfinds that none of these 
crimes were for purposes of robbery.” 





” The effect, of the abolition of the Tlniggeo department continues to 
be imperceptible as tin* (Miief Commissioner expected.” 


j 

§ 


“ Three of the 4 eases of robbery by administering intoxicating drugA 
occurred in Ooimo. The rcfison ju’obably is that lliree-fourtlis of the 

L travellers who leave and enter Oudh cross the Canges at Cawnpore.” 





{Fml of Omli.) 



(1) Umballaii 

2 

No details given. 



1 

(2) Loodianau ... * 

1 

C Throe persons eonvietod. Memo: — According to Appendix III of tho 
< Police Adniinist ration llcjiort for 1804, the cases in Loodianah were two, 
CNo other details were given. 



(3) Delhi ... 

5 

• 

C Fourteen i)orsons convicted. Memo -A<*<’ording to Appendix ITT of 
< the Police Ailminisl ration Keiiort for 1801, the eases in Delhi numbered 
\tcn. No other details given.) 

PUNJAB. 

J2 

1 

1 

1 

(4) Goorgaon 

(5) Hissar ... 

4 

1 

One only of these eases (llib August 1804,) was reported to this 
Oftice. Two travellers arrived at the serai at^onah for th(‘ night. At 10 
?. M. it was (liseoveri'd timt oiu' lay stretelu'il upon a eot quite dead, and 
that the other luid gone olf. Tiie dee(‘aM(‘d bad Iumui jioisoned and robbed 
of all his properly. The culprit was not diseoveri'd. lie had givim his 
name as Cheytrain. No lU'count of the remaining cases was communi- 
j cated. 

In addition to these eases, a report was received, in the Thuggee ami 
Daeoity Ihqiai’linent, of a dead body of a female having been found at a 
Well near Delhi (15th Deeiunher 1801,) with the liamls fastened and a 
rope round the neek. The eiKpiiry into this case ri'sulted in its being 
ascertained (it was stated,) that tliis was not a ease of thuggee or poi- 
^soning, but that the woman liad been murderi'd by her son-in-law. 

No account or details of this case in the Police Administration Report. 





^ The Police Administration Report gives no account of these cases. 
One only of them was reported to this Office, viz : — 



(6) Rohtuck 

2 

“At 10 p. M. of the 5t]i December 18(51, a cart driver name Hiddayut 
Oollah ran into tlie village of Knkrana with foam issuing from bis mouth, 
and unable to give any utterance. Ho recovered li is senses after 3 days, 
and statc<l that he had come from Delhi with his cart to the serai at 
Rohtuck where thriH* persons migaged him for a sum of three rn^iees and 
a half, to take them to Nawur; tliat they were mnployds in the Canal 
Department at Kurnaul and were on leave ; thatAvhen come a little beyond 
Knkrana, they gave him some muUrcJa which liad been drugged, which 
he ate; that a mile or two further ou he beeitme iiiHensible, and in tliat 
condition wandered back to Kukrana; the strangers had taken away his 
cart and hullm-kH. No traces of the culprits or of tho cart and bullocks 
were discovered.” i, 





Memo : — This was a repetition of the hackery eases practised by 
Hurpershad's (Jang — Vide, remarks on the subject in the [tresent State- 
^ment under the North- We.stern Provinces.) 



(7) Lahore.., 

2 

r No account of these cases in the Police Administration Report; hut 
\ one ease according to a report of it to the Thuggee and Daeoity Depart- 
j ment, look place ad follow's (date not stated.) “ This ease, altbougli not 
(^attended with the death of the victims, w'as no doubt [lerpetrated by 

Qtxl^ 
over J 

12 

7 Districts 

17 
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7 Districts 


17 


REMARKS. 


Lahore, — conlinued . 


'’professional thug poisoners ; both the parties arrested for it (a man 
aiul a woman) havin}< been suspected as accomplices in previous eases of 
robbery with drujij^ing. On the present occasion they .had established 
themselves in a village, and aJYcr a residence of some weeks had entirely 
gahml the confidence of ihefj^hahitants. AfU*r some weeks, the man per- 
suaded some oi' the village people to accompany him for the purpose of 
buying cattle in the Malwa districts. On the roa<l he persuaded them to 
appoint 2 men us mooktyars and consign to their care all the money 
rcipiisite for the purpose. These two jiersons he contrived to separate, 
’ and then drugged one of them, carrying off all the money in his charge 
as well as his liorse. The woman in the meantime decamped fro m the 
village with a largo quantity of oniaments which she had borrowed on 
the plea of attending a marriage, lloth were subset^^uently apprehended 
by the Lahore Foliee and the greater portion of the property was 
recovered. Both were sentenced to 7 years' tinnspoi-tation.’' 


j Memo : — The conviction of these 2 persons was not, it seems, included 

i^in the Police Administration Uepoi-t. 


(8) Umritsur 


p3 

-tj 


4 


(9) Goordaspore 

(10) JULLIINDUUR 


r Two persons convicted. The Police Administration Report gives no 
further account of these cases. 


4 


Police Administration JiEvouT — Umritsur Cityi—Tha increase in 
murders is remarkable. Of these cases, two wero unfortunate prostitutes 
strangled for tlie sake of their oruaments. Mnjor MeAndrew (some 
time Assistant General Superintendenf) points out that this is a kind 
of“ Thuggej,” though not what would he ordinarily understood hy that 
name. The offender perpetrates the offence generally unaided, and hence 
the difficulty of discovery. Similar cases have oeeurred in Lahore and 
Jullnnder in past years, and in none have the Police been successful. 
“ During the past five years” Major MeAndrew states “ hut one case has 
ever been detecU*d, aiul in that the olfender was a Pathau Sepoy marching 
with a detachment; ho confessed to several other similar murders.” 


I Memo: — S ome other cases of this kind, strangling prostitutes, Occurred 

l^in the City of Agra and were similarly ascribed to thugs. 


1 


Ko account of this case was given, 


1 


Two persons convicted. According to Appendix III of the Police 
Administration He))ort there were two cases m Jullundhur, convicted 2 
persoas. No account of them was givcu. 


f The Police Administration Report gave no account of this case, and 
the following rejiort of it was obtained from a Statement of cases of 
i Thuggee for 1861) received from the Commissioner of the Division-.— 
“A man calling himself Goolam Nubbee (Sheik,) resident of Chuthimoor 
of Puttiala, administered dhntoora to two old persons (a man and his 
wife,) Joolahas or Weavers, of the village of Do()k in the Budsur. Iloqua 
of the Khangra District (21st December 1864.) While these two persons 
were insensible, Goolam Nubbee stripped them of their jewels and made 
of!'. Meantime the old man and his wife quite recovered. The offender 
j has been traced to Ropur in the Umballah District, and it is hoped will 
soon be arrested.” 


Crd. 

over 


(11) Kanqra 



1 1 Districts 


24 


Memo: — The above case was subsequently detailed in full in the Police Ad- 
I ministration Report for 1866. The old couple were taken ill immediately 
after partaking of some qoor which was given to them as Neaz or consecrated 
offering by the man Goolam Nubbee, who, in the garb of a Pucqueer, 
had been their guest for a fortnight, ^me was also given to their daugh- 
ter, hut who spat it out by on finding it hitter. The village headmen at onco 
administered the antidote of milk, which acted as an emetic and revived 
the old people. The culprit was very persistently tracked from place to 
place, and was eventually arrested in the Umhalla Bazar and was there 
recognized as the man who had committed some other recent poisoning 
coses in the Umhalla District. By some misapprehension he was tried 
for one of those offences only, and in accordance with the sentence passed 
(7 years) ho had even been actually transported to the Andamans when 
the mistake of not trying him for the Khangra case was discovered. 
Whereupon he was recalled and placed on his trial for that offence also, 
on conviction whereof, he was sentenced to 7 years' additional transporta- 
lotion. His proper name was Bahman. 
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11 Districts 

21 




(12) RaWUL PlNDEK 

1 

Th»‘ Polioo Administration Iu‘j>ort ('ont.'iiiu'd no arcomit ol' tliin allair. 



(13) Jhklcm 

1 

C Two ]H>rsoiis couvidod. No urcomit of tliis case is ^iveu in the Police 

C lloport tor 18(1 1. 



(11) SlIAlIPOUE 

1 

One person eonvided. No aeconnt jjfivcn. 



(15) Goojiiat 

1 

The l\»Iiec IJopoil j;a\e no aecoiini of tins i-ase. 





f One man convicted. Tliese cases are not included in the Police Adini- 
1 lustration lte))ort for lS(i|.. They weie committed hy a Thuf.; A]i])ro\er 

1 of the old Thu;j:;j:e(‘ and Dacoity l)e|)artmenl . named So/t/ttr, who escapeil 
j fnmi the eiistody of llo' liahort' Police in iMay 18()1, and was recajduied 
i near the ('it V of SealKol«‘ in the followin^^ Auf^nist. On one occasion, lie 
j i;a\etlu‘ poison of “ dhutoora stramonium ’’ to a man and a hoy, on tlio 
j r>(h .Inly, at ChuKj;ilhana, a villas^e in the Si'alKote District. Tlu' poison 

1 was }j;iv('n in a di^h of rice, mixed u ith I'oaise suj^^ar. The hoy dim! from 

1 the dfectsof (lie poison. Tlie (’ivil Surgeon on a /Ki.shtiorff^m examination 
found ({)tu((n>ra seed in tJie stomach of tlie de«‘ea.s(‘d, mixed with rice. 
Sohha was Inin^nd. lie declared that hetween the time of his escajie and 
cajiture, lie Inul, joimsl hy si-xeial associates, t'onniiitfnl (ts nutiijj as IS 
cusis (>/' juflsotilutf fn/ (/luifdura, ma/ijj of which had tcrniiiiafid fataUj/. 

U; 

pH 


(10) Skalkote 

3 

— The seed found in the .stomai-li was accordinj^ to tho medical 
^ olHcm- “only a poition of it, much heinj^ piiilially dip-sted, and life must 
ha\e heen destioyed with that i|uantity in tlu* stomach, 'fhe stonnu'h in 
contact w ith t lie seed was irritated. There was moreoxer, no anpearanco 
of disease or any otlier cause for ileatl), and havin;^ ascertained tlie symp- 
toms previous to death eiisiiinj.^, 1 could come to no other conclusion.’* 





PoLicR Administijatui.v pRfouT FoH 1 Hlto “ Them were tlireo 
Thu^^p'c eases in iStit, in tin* S»*alkott‘ district, committed hy one Sohha, 

1 a Thu;' A]))>rover, who csca[ied from the Central dad and who was soon 
! afU*r taken and hanged.” 





Memo — As then* is nodouht of tlicsi* cases “of Murder hy Thugs,’' 

Mecc IS tin* numher relumed in the present Statenumt for Sealkoti*, and 
the above is the account <d‘ one of tlu'in, no account ot‘ the otlu'r two 
having reached this Oflice. in the Police Administration Itejiort fop 
|^18t)l, Iiowever, only one w:is given. 



(17) Mooltan 

1 

( This cas(*. alt hougli included in Appendix 1 of Police Administ ration 
( Hepoi t for 1H() t, was (*\<luded from Ajijiendi.x III: no aeeoiiut of it was given. 



(18) Pesiiawur 

0 

C One person couvieted : hiil aeeording to Ajipc'iulix III of Police Admlnis- 
(tration Uepcrl, there was only one c.isc. No account of it was given. 



(19) IIu/zara 

1 

C This Case was omlth'd from A]tpendi\ III of thi* Police Uepurl, No 
^account of it was given in the body of the Ueport. 



(20) Bi^nxoo 

1 

( This case was also omitted from tin* list of cases given in Ajipi'udix HI 
luTthe Police Atliuiuistration Jtepoit i<»r l8(jt. 

Tota l 

12 

20 Districts 

f 

30 

f According to Talde A and Appendix 1 of the Police Administration 
Peport, the total numher of eases was :13. hut aeeording to Ajtpcndix HI 
they vvere IH. The mimber returned in the present Stati'iru'ut conforms 
willi Ai>pendix I, with the addition, however, of three eases in Scalkoto 
which vvere not included in the series given in the Police Administration 
K<*j)ort for 18()I. and have heen added, us will have heen seen, from the 
mention made of them in the Police Administration Rei>ort for 18G5. 





.—Thirty-three cases against .St in 1803. “The greatest 
i number of these eases occurred in the following districts, Pmritsur 4, 
l^Goorgaon 4, Delhi 5.” 
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NuMBgB Airo Names op Districts ik 
wuicu Casks wkbb bbpobtbd. 


BEMARKS. 


Cases. 

Cases. 

Persons 

convicted. 

2 

\ 

0 

1 

2 

3 

5 

10 

14 

4 

4 

0 

1 

nil. 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

4 

4 

2 

1 

nil. 

0 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

nil. 

nil. 


1 

nil. 


2 

1 

1 

1 

nil. 


1 

nil. 


33 

34 

25 


Umballah 

Loodiaaah 

Delhi 

Goorgaon ... 
Hissar 

Rob tuck ... 
Lahore ... 
Uinritsur ... 
Goordaspore 
Jullunder ... 
Kangra 
Rawiil Pindee 
dhelum 
Shah pore ... 
Goojrat 
Sealkote ... 
Mooltan ... 
Pesliawur 
I Huzzara ... 

I Buunoo 


Police Administration Report: — Apendix IV: — 24 persons in 
Jail on the sGst Decoinher 1864, and 46 under Police surveillance /or ad- 
inhmierinp poisonous dmgs. 

The following is gatheredfrom Appendix III of the Police Administration 
Report for 1864, viz : — 65 cases of murder by tlmgs : convicted 125 per- 
sons. “Of these 3 were murders by a thug.” 

Memo : — Perhaps 2 of these murder cases arc identical witli those of 
the strangled prostitutes as entered in the remarks against Uinritsur, 
and the "third, the case under Sealkote, by the Thug Approver Sobha, 
wliich, although effected by moans of poison, had not, it w.as then observed, 
been included in the series of the poisoning cases detailed as above in 
the Police Administration Rt'port. 

In respect to the above cases of murder “by thugs, ” the Lieutenant 
Governor observed to the Inspector General Police : “ You intimated that 
whereas 29 ciuses of thuggee were entered in the Retuims for 1863, as 
having occurred in that year, you had subsequently ascertained that in 
reality but one case had occurred, and there can be no doubt whatever, 
that the entry of 65 cases under the same heading for 1864 is yet more 
erroneous. 

Recapitulation Total of poisoning cases 30 : Concerned 8 persons 
in 7 cases : Number concerned not shown in 29 cases : Number of persons 
arrested or released not stated : Convicted 28 persons in 25 cases including 
1 man, Sobha, hanged : Number convicted or otherwise not shown in 11 
cases : Died (it Avould seem) from the drug administered 4 persons in 4 
cases, viz : 1 in Goorgaon and 3 in Sealkote : Number of persons died or 
otherwise not shown in 32 cases. 

Strangling cases : Two in Umritsur City : Arrested none. 

1 {End of Punjab) 


(1) Saugor 


f Police ADMiNisTiATioN Report “ One robbeiy was effected by ad- 
} ministering poison, but it does not appear that the criminal, who was 
(^arrested and convicted, was a professional poisoner,” 


13 (5J) JXJBBULPORE 


This case does not appear in the Police Administration Report in the 
Criihe Account for Jubbulpore, but it is included under Table H.^ The 
following account of it is obtaimni from a report of it rectuved in this 
Qfifice : — “ On the 7th January 1864, a Gosaen named Talapoorie, resident of 
Sehora, was poisoned ; three persons were arrested for it, of whom one, 
Bhugwan, was acouitted, a woman named Kormsilla was sentenced to f 
years, and a Buniah named Romdeen was fined in a sum of Rs, 25 foi 
^selling the poison,” 
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Nuhbbr and Names of Districts is 

WlllCU CvSbS WKUE KEBOKTED. 


REMARKS. 


f Those 2 cases being returned in the Khandesh Crime Report under Sec- 
tion 328 ot the Indian I’cnal Code (causing hutt by means of poison, <&c.,) 
it is coniduded that they are cases of j)(>i saving and are here entered 
accordingly. One case was detecU‘d and 2 persons aiTested for it, whoso 
cases were ponding. No separate account was given of these two cases. 

The following strangling cases are gatliered from the Police Report and 
are hero only noticed for what tliey are worth, viz . : — 


cq 


O 

pq 


30 


(1) Khandksii 


2 




Superintendent op Police:— “The 7th case (of murder) occurred on 
the 6th September 1861, in the Jungle of Seerood in Dhoolia. Tho 
public works in Khandesh had been suspended, and between 2 and 3,(X)() 
workmen in the Dhoolia and Chidisgam I’oad were thrown out of employ- 
ment. The deceased, Rhowanee Wullud Kama, had gone to Seerood for 
some liquor for his master, lie drank some at the shop and was returning 
with 4 bottles of it, when he was set upon by one Sheik Chand and by one 
ITceroo Chambhar and .Hrangled apparently for the sake of a feie orna- 
ments only. Three jiersons were concerned, one of whom, Lutchmunna, 
who had teen nJused a share in the booty, wjus admitted as Queen’s evi- 
dence against the other two, and one of them, Sheik Chand, was sentenced 
to transportation for life.” 


“The 8th case (of murder) occurred in the Jungle of Dhoodbe in Mal- 
ligam, the exact dat(5 not known : — On the 1st September 1864, the body 
of a Mhang Garodee. name not known, \Vas found in the Jungle of 
Dhoodbe a mile distant from the village. From the state* of the corpse 
it apjieared that death had taktm place some 4 or 5 days previously. Tico 
ropes of Ambaree were round the neck, as well as a Pugree tied hi a 
noose. The man had evidently been murdered some distance from the 
spot, as several small articles, no doubt the proj>erty of the de(*eased, wero 
found in fhe Jungle about a mile from tho place where the body wati 
found. Searching enquiry was made but the body could not even be 
identitied by any one.’’ 


Memo (Th(‘ deceased belonged to a wandering Tribo, vide Garodee 
I Mltangs No. 26, in “ Major Hervey’s List of Wandering Tribes,” 
I and h(5 was probably a straggler when m(4 by his murderers. This 
Incase resembles the mysterious cases near Oonao in Oudh in 1861-62.) 


(2) Town and Island of 
Bombay, 


Annual Police Returns. — “Thei’e was only one case of adminis- 
tering poison, in which one man was conci'rnod, brought befor(‘ tho 
Magistrate in 1864, and this case was dismissed for want of evidence.” 




Total 


30 


2 Districts ... 


f Detected 1 case : AiTcsted 2 persons : Pending 2 persons. 

The Bombay Returns exhibited tho following further cases, some of 
whi<h may or may not have been poisoning cases, but no separate notiw 
of them was given, viz 


Under Section 324 Indian Penal 
Code (causing hurt by dangerous 
means, including “ by means of any 
poison.”) 


f 


103 cases. 


28 in Ahmedabad. 

22 in Kaira. 

1) in Khandesh. 

16 in the Punch Mehals. 
24 in Sumt-cum-Broach. 
6 in Tanna. 


3 


P 

Under Section 326, (causing 
grievous hurt by dangerous wea- 
pons or means, including “by 
means of any poison.”) 


26 cases. 


6 in Ahmedabad. 

7 in Kaira. 

2 in Khandesh, 

6 in the Punch Mehals, 
4 in Surat-cum-Broach. 

3 in Tannah. 


The Police Report for Kaira gives the following case of drugging, 
which possibly was accidentally committed “ In murder case No. 9, an 
infant at Dunban in Neriad, died from the elfects of an over dose of 
opium administered by a woman named Suklee. The accused was arrested, | 
but was released by the Magistrate tor want of proof.” I 

Blank Returns wero received from the several districts of Bombay in I 
^respect of the crime of “ Thuggee.” j 

{End of Bombay) I 





ABSTRACT STATEMENT of reported poisoning cases throughout British Territory in 
the year 1864, as gathered from the several Police Administration Reports and 
from other sources, viz 


Bengal 

... 21 cases. 

Nortli-’Western Provinces ... 

... 17 „ 

Oudh 

... « 

Punjab 

... 30 „ 

Central Provinces .. • ... 

... 7 „ 

Madras 

None S 2 )ccificd. 

Bombay 

3 cases. 

Mysoi’e and Coorg 

... Unknown. 

Hyderabad Assigned Districts 

• 

Is one sj)cciiied. 

Total number of reported cases 

... 122 


Memo: — As tlie mmiber'of persons concerned, arre^€Kl, convicted, &c.. Is not uniformly stated for each 
province, no summary account thereof is here shown ; hut some information on the subject may be accpiired by 
a reference to the Statement for each district. 

For further particulars, 'i'ule the Statement for each Presidency or Administration. Two of the cases, 
r\z : in Nimar, may have been cases of iTiugg-ee by strangulation. Other cases of strangling,;?amcly, 2 in 
Bengal, 2 in the Punjal) (IJmritsur,) 1 in the Central Provinces (Mundla,) and 2 in Pombay (Khandesh,) have 
l)eeii noticed in their proper places in the Column ofi Remarks, but are not included in the total number of /)■ 
Il^re returned. 
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GoTernment^ or AdiuiiLUtrtttiaui. 


STATEMENT of reported Cases of Thuggee by means of poison in British 
Districts during the year 1865 . * 
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Number and Namo 
of 

Districts in which Cases were 
reported. 


(1) Howrah, 


I 


<u 





UXMAAXS 


r 2nd April 1866. — A parly of 11 or 12 Irnvrlhrs, men, women and children, 
were met hy Iwo men who bluled iLut (hey inU tided iu jrccffd io ihe same place 
os Ihexnsth'i's. “ 'J’hey made IhrmfelvcB (]inle fiiendly wilh Ihe linTcllerp, one of 
them oHiijing a cage of pigeons for tlnm.'' On reneliing llognan in Ihe evening, 
(ho inlire parly put up for (lie id/ lit at n tlif p and li^an (o roc k (heir food. 
They prejiared three cooking pl.ioes or stoves. “One of llie stiarigers ((ok charge 
of (he ecnire stove. After the food had hecn prejtnrcd, (hry all, wilh Ihe excep- 
tion of two elnldren who were too sleepy to wait, lock the ir dintic is.” 'ihe two 
strangers would not partake of I lie cuiiy lluy had nsH.-led in ec'cking, but made 
their nu'al from some tamaiinds which (hev had bcnf.’l)t at the tho]), fn ixed with 
an egg curry separately prejiaied. “ Mi o illy after, tlie tiu>(H(rs, (5 men and 4 
women,) dropped down, one afler another, in a slate of insensibility.” 'Jho 8hop 
Keeper went lor (he Folice, but by his return the (wo stiangers had fled. ^J'hc 
2 j)oi.son<‘d parties did not recover the ir senses for some clays, and they then told 
their story, but the only information they could give of Iho enminals was that 
one of them had a sore leg. Folh wcie rubsc (]U( nlly arrested, who eonfessed 
not only to (his but to another ease at Bagnan in ilowiah, and to some other 
eases in Buidwan, Midnapore, Dum-Dum and Calcutta. Jotoo who was traced by 
hififtidleg, andlnsacTomplieo Nedan, were eoiiMcted in this case and sentenced tc* 
10 years* imprisonmc'iit. 'Ihey described how they had eontined to iliug both 
the curry and the nee whilo under preparation in separate pots. 

The date of the other ease at Bagnan above alluded to, is not givc'ii, but it was 
reported to this Ollico that the victims were two Ilindoostaiue Iraiellcrs, who 
recovered: plundered rupees 8; C'oneeined 4 persons one of whom (Jebun) had 
died: Arrested 3, of whom one (IVeroo) died in Jail, another (Joteo) was eoiiiir- 
ted in the eaao last recorded, and the third (Pceroo) could not be proseeulecl in 
this case, owing to the bubteejuent death of the two persons who were poisoned 
l^in it. 


(2) Bluigulijorc 1 


f Insi'FctoR CUmhal Poticf- “ Tn Iho beginning of the year scieral cases of 
poisoning oeeurrecl. 'J'heso are mentioned under a separate head.” (Memo. The 
separates heading hc'rc rcfericd to, ga\e 5 cases of poihOning in Bhagulporo as 
included among 23 cases of poisoning “ many of which occurred long ago.”) 

The iiboie would sec m to iiieliide the eelebinfed case of tlu» murder oi a Priest in 
the Padooka Temple at Bba^lpore (Ibtli October 1864,) in which 2 of the cri- 
minals were subsequently banged “ m sight of the turrets of the Tcmyile whir© 
they bad murdered (be Piiest,” and anotlier, known ns the Chu)),] at.tdhi/i Case of 
occurrence in 1862. It cannot be slated from (lie aeeoniit gi\en in Iho Polieo 
Administration Keport, what particular eases of those that remain of the five of 
oceurieneo in Bhagulj ore, are ideiilieal with those which tc ok place in Ihe year 
under review (1865,) except one uz ; at Colgong near Bhaugulpore of oeeurrence, 
it is believed, in May of that year or soon afte r. The Poisone rs concerned, fc>und 
a gang of 7 or 8 men whose bead quarters were, it would seem, at Colgong^itself. 
They had eoinniitted several other acts of the eiime and had now set out on an ex- 
pedition of poisoning “ under the pretence of goingout hunting.” — On their return 
they fell in with a traveller. They all rested under a tree for retxeshnient and (he 
usual scratch meal or “tillen.” 'Ihe victim took out some Sviloo, and leaving it 
at the tree went to draw' water fiom a well c'loso by. Whereupon one of the 
I poisoner?, produced a powder from his pouch and handed it to another, who 
mixed it with the meal or Sultoo — “ The traveller returned, partook of the Suitoo, 
aiid%alked on, (lie gang walking behind him. Afler proceeding about 2 miles he 
fell down and beenmo insensible” Ho was tluToupon at once robbed. "The 
traveller died where be fell. The ( howkeydar of the village Jangoo, ^^08 in 
league with the Gang and being a relative of T61a Chowkeydar,” (a member of 
the Gang)” disposed of the dead body, by inducing some Manommedan Dhoheet 
who lived near the spot, to bury it, tcdling them that the deceased was of their 
caste. The body was tliereupoii buried near the tree where the traveller fell — and 
not in the usual burial place of the v illage.” 'J'hree persons were arrested in this 
case, who confessed not only to this but to sonic previous similar murders at Shaw- 
raguddy in Pumeah in 1863. They took the detective tp the spot where tho^^ had 
buried the man, on excavating which “a skull and skeleton were discovered.” 
One man was admitted as Queen’s evidence and the other two were sentenced to 
tranMVortation for life, which was confirmed by the High Court. Tlireo others of 
the Gang (Boodhoo, Phooloo, and Nunkoo,) were also convicted of this offence as 
stated in the Police Administration Report for 1866— vide para 3, page 293, — th# 
sentence was not stated. (Memo. — F or an account of this and the Shawraguddy, 
Padooka Temple, and Champamillah Cases, vide paras. 132, 136, 142 and 167 of 
the Police Administration Report, Lower Provinces, for 1866, in the Appendix to 
(^the present Statement.) 
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(3) Sontbal Per^nuhs, 


(4) Monghyx; 


f April 1865 (exact date not stated.) — Conremed 4 persons. In this rase poison 
was administered to a Shop Keeper. He becunie insensible but reeoven d ofter a 
day. Two of the culprits were sentenced to 10 years' transportation. A I bird 
died in the Jail and the reniairnnp man \\a8 admitted as an Approver. Ihis is 
known as the Godie Case. The Gan^ had not found any victims in tlitir expedi- 
tion, BO they determined to drug a Modio or grain seller «ho‘ had a shop at 
Godie and was reputed to be rich. One of the Gang disguised hm.tclf us a 

J ' or priest and the other three affected to be his CheJas (clisriplcs.) They 

went up to the shop whore the pretended pnest began to n ulttr the UMinl inran- 
tafions and to j>erform worshi}>— and ho then distiibutcd S( n.o “ pertbad " or 
I conscernted offering to his disciples who held it iii llu i» Imnris, b\*ii <' was tlu n 
offered to the Modie, who, at first declining, was persuaded to (iit it on luing 
I assured it was Per.sha<i: insensibility and dehiinni folltwcd: — “ lu- rolh d on 
the ground in agony." Perceiving that liis coiulit ion alt i acted the ik'Iu c of liis 
neighbours “ the pretended priest and tlisiiplis cUiiinpid wilbiiit luwii gimip- 
portuiiity of plundering him." (For this (use vide |nia. 189 of the Apiinoix.) 
Memo. — For similar instances of poisoning ^ adniinistering drugged Aja/o//, 
vide Colonel Ilervey’s Keports ot cases in nie Scullion IVuilnnilu Ccimti} i!*! 
Assistant General Superintendent for the Bombay I’lcbidtiuy, Sehetii-i.s turn tho 
(^Records of tho Bombay Government 1850. 

C In an Abstract Statement of dnigging eases given under para. 98 of tlu’ Folieo 
Administration Report already above referred to, 9 eabcs in Moiigl yr aie im hided 
among tho 23 eases there shewn to liave been diKovered tliis vnir, "naiy of 
which occurred long ago 1 ut in the detuiled neeonnt thereof, the following two 
cases only would seem to have occurred in lSt!5 m Monghyr, viz : 

(1.) 29th April 1865 at Balm Chowkey: Victims 3: Of whom died 2 : Reco- 
vered 1 : Plundered Rs. 9 : Concerned 2 persons: Arre^sted 2, who were hanged. 
Two Sonars and a Brahmin met at Mahuduba, two men, wlio called themselves 
Koonnees. They journeyed together all day, oml when cooking in the i \c ning, 
the two Koormees gave sc.nie Sviico to the 3 tinvc lh rs, iifler eating which, t*ho 
three became insensible. Two of them died but tlie Hi alimiii recovered. Tho 
local Police could make nothing of the < use. ^Ihrcugh the confessions of a Poi- 
soner named Luichmun^ who, while undergoing a sentence of ten years’ imprison- 
ment in the Patna Jail aw arde'd to him and nnotlicT nan named Kot^shoo, in 
1863, for their administe'ring drugs to travedhrs, were exnniine*el by Mr. Redly at 
the outset of these spee'iul investigations and through whose infoimation princi- 
pally, the present and other eases were trace'd, a man named Zahm was arre'steil, 
on whoso confession seven persons of a gang of Poisoners wcmc arrested at Bha* 
gulpore, and through the information imparted by one of them nanic'd Kutftou, 
a clue was found implicating 2 others named Sfodeen and Beharte., who, he saiil, 
had left homo on an expedition of poisoning abeut thre^c weeks previously, and 
who, he believed, “ had most likely killed the two Sonars’ in the prenmt eaise. d’hey 
were arrested, when Beharee was at onceJ identified by the Brahmin as one of j^o 
two Koormees by whom he and the two Sonars had been poisoneel, but SionWn 
contrived to effect his escape' by means of a bribe*, but he was very edeverly tracked 
by two of Mr. Reily’s detectives ns he was making his way to tho Nipal Frontier. 
Both men were subsequently e*xecutcd. 

(2.) December 1865 at Kurkiirrce Pahar above the Railway Tunnel close to 
Jumalpore Station : Victim one who died : Plundered Rs. 12-8-0 and some arti- 
3 cles: Concerned 4 persons : Arrested 4. Two poisoners (named Bajlndluh and 
Sookreev,) were returning from an expedition to Jemalpore. 'Jhey met two other 
poisoners in* company with a traveller and they turned back .O' ith them. They 
rested at a well close below the Kurkurree Hill, - “ and as it was a hot day, one of 
the poisoners named Jtvocha, prepared some sherbet in two lotas with sugar. Ho 
mixed iioison in one of tho lotas and gave it to the traveller, who drank the eoA- 
tents. Tho roison0-*8 dmnk from tho other lotah.” They then climbed the Hill, 
at the top of w*hii*h the traveller .■♦at under a tree, “ partially insensible." — Hy and 
byo Boocha pat his hand to his waist fee>ling for his money, perceiving whie h tho 
man, who was still eonseicus, laid hold of his hand, — upon tliis " Rooeha drew his 
hand away, and taking the traveller up in his arms, threw him down on tlie rock. 
Another of them named Bahmull KuUeefa then took up a large stone and dashed 
it on his chest. Blood flowed from the man’s noso and ho elied.” 

Inspector Genkkal Police: — “Unfortunately tho Police had never heard of 
the cose, — thero was no corpus delicti, and no independent evidence to corrobo- 
rate tho confessions. For these reasons tho murderers were not committed 
for trial to the Sessions. Rooeha escaped from the hands of the Police ond 
Rahmull Kulleefa w’bb proceeded against as a bad character." (Memo — For an 
account of this and the preceding ease, vide paras. 116 and 160 of tho Extract 
from tho Police Administration Report given in the Appendix.) Tho two Appro- 
vers in this case subsequently overreached themselves in giving evidenc'o against 
two other accomplices (Bugbut and Lakah) in another cose of occurrence at 
Toolshcepore, in which two women were drugged sometime in 1866, — exact date 
not stated or the District in which it took placc.—Thcy were bribed to give 
— partial evidence and were therefore convicted on their own confessions in the 
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(] latter case and wore aenlenct'd to 10 years’ imprisonment, as narrated in tlie Poheo 
Administration Keport for 180G, pii^m 291, nanv. 4, where tlie Inspector (Icnenvl 
Poheo hopetl, “ tlie lesson thus read tot^ieen s Witnesses, would proie salutary. 

The third case is gathered from a Statement received in this Olliee from Mr, 
Reily, tlio Sui^erintendent of the Detective Department on Spec ial Duty. 

(3.) At Futohporeon the 10th January 18115 : Victims 2 : Ilecovered 2, of whom 
one subsequently died : Plundered riqiees 5-8-0 : Coneenied 1 persim ; Arrested 1. 

In tliia ease, wliieh oeeurred across the (langes, the Police had failed. One oftlic 
drugged parties on being eoiifronled with t ho prisoners arrested in another ease, 
immediately recognized one of them mimed /Caxfr Uoxaii, as the man wlio had 
drugged him. The other Tielim “on the night he was drugged, A\hil(' out ol hi-> 
senses from Iho etleets of the Dhutovra, while rolling about fell into the (ire which 
had been made to warm tliem^lvca. Ho was so bcverely burnt that he dual six 
weeks after.” 

f 1.3th February 18G5 : Tliis is known ns the P'kutpoor ease. Two nunyverc 
found insensible in a Serai. 'Diey reeoiered after some time: (’oneerned 2 i>er- 
Bons: Aeipntted 2. The prisoners’ names were Iihii(jloo and .7eA/oj, the latter ol 
whom was also concerned in the aflkir (quod iidc under Howrah) He 

subsequently died. , i 

Two Brahmin Travellers met two lads on tho road to Piitniv, who ofTTercil them a 
Silver wrist ornament for sale saying they wanted to go to .Iuggurii.il h but lun j 
no money for tho purpose. Further on they met another traveller, who declared 
tho bangle to be worth 17 rupees and pretended to be desirous to pnreliase it but 
had not tlie money at hand, lim limise was close by “ would tho two Hrnlimins he 
1 80 ipiod as to lend him that amount” ? d’hoy assented and were asked lo keep tlie 

^ I article in their possession till tlio promised payment for it was (uliilled. rresently 
tho traveller proceeded in another direction and did not return. ’I'lie Bnihmnis 
Loreeiving thla proceeded with their journey when soon they wer<^ joined by two 
other travellers oloBO to llykutpoor, who on arrival there went with them totin' 
provisioncr’s shop and tliero purchased some rice and iliil for them with whieli tliey 
prepared their meal,- “ After eating the food tho Brahmins beeanie inseiisihlo, and 
when they reeovereil their senses they found tlie two travellers had lied with tho 
bangle and every thing they possessed.” (M n.MO For more about this ease, the eanso 
of its failure in Sessions and tho high opinion expiessed of Iho deleetivo ability 
(lisjilaycd hv Mr. Hedy in tracing it out, vido paras. 108 to 113 in Kxtraet trom 
l^tlio Police Administration Report for 1805, given in tho Appemlix. 

f Police Administhatiov Rkport “ ’I hreo iioisoning enses occurred, all of 
which were detected, llie Police bhewed inueli judgement in tlio way they fid- 
lowed them up.” (Mfmo. — N o account was given of these 3 eases in the PoliVe 
^ ] Administration Report for 18(;.5,— nor arc they anywliero nicntumed in tlie Ex- 
tract from it ill tho Appendix which comprises an account of the bpeeuil invcstiga- 
tioii into eases of this nature eoiiduetcd by Mr. Reily.) 

r These eases arc gnfliered from the Report on tlio Police of the Town of Ciilcntla 
and its Suburbs 1805-0)0, (Tables A. and C,) under “causing liurt by means of 
poisons” in respect of tho Town, and “thefts by administeriTig drugs” in respect 
of tho Suburbs - Number of cases brouglit to trial 11: Not brougliL to Inal 1 • 
Arrested 17 persons: (’onvieted 3- Acquitted 14: Plunderrd in 3 cases in the 
Hnburbs Rs. 839-2-0 ; Property plundered not stated in 9 easi'S in (ho Town: 
Recovered Rs. 708 in the 3 i uses in the Suburbs : Properly recovered not shewn 
in the 9 enses ii^tho Town. No other details were grven. 

Commissioner of Police ok Calccita “ JdmlnixUring drvga with intent to 
rob :- -There was only one case of this natwro reported during tho year as having 
occurred in Town ” ( 1 ) 

(1.) “Two men named Nilkanto Duft and Hurris Cliiinder Dutt, noted bud 
characters, who hud been long nihpecled by the Police of drugging Prostitutes and 
then robbing them, were detected on tlio 2.5th Juno 1805, when Nilkanto was 
arrested by the Police. Hums Chunderebeaped and is still at large. Nilkunto was 
committed lotho Sessions and, on the lOtli August, was fentenced to 10 years' 
transportation.” (Memo. 'J'he above ease would perm to bo ono of tlio 9 com- 
mitted in the Town and it took place on tho lOtli February 1865. It was com- 
mitted on a prostitute who recovered : Plundered Rs. 00 : Implicated 2 persons : 
Arrested 2.) 

(2.) Another of tho Town cases took place on the Ist June 1865 in the Kolali 
Bazar, in which another prust it n to was poisoned, who recovered: riq^ilerod Rs. 
6 : Implicated 1 person This eabO was ascertained on the conlbbsion of fcerco. 
The crime w'as committed by Kallee Metiewalfah” (vido another case committed 
12 1 at the same place by Peeroo in tho Statement for 1864 :) 

(3.) A third Town case took place at Mydab Puttee (?) on tbo 2n(l June 180.5, 
when another prostitute was poisoned, who recovered; plundered rupees 30: 
Implicated 1 person ; Arrested 1 “ This case was eoniuiitted by Nilmoney (.ibovo 

“ called Nilkunto) who has been arrested and lias been identified by ilie poisoned 
“ woman and by the owner of Iho House in wbieh the deed was committed.” 

For four other cases of poisoning and robbing Prostitutes with D/iafoora, awd 

for the Modvi Operand!, viz., (1) at Kklderpore, (2) nefir Dum-Dum, (3) atTallee- 

gunge, (4) in tho Sham Bazaar, vide paras. 170, 182, 180 and 192 of tho Pulieo- 
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AclmimBtralion Hcpori, Lower ProvincPB, given in the Appendix. Tlie dates of 
I thoee eases were not given, and it is therefore uneerlain whether they are ineludcd 
I in the 12 eases returned in the present Statement for the Town and Suburbs of 
Caleutta, or whether they oeeurred prior to lSt)5. 

('I'he follow ing ease is here only notieeil by the way, viz : Police ColifMT=BlOKlcil Cal- 
C'UITA : “ On the morning of the Itith November a woman aged about 115 years was 
found dead in her house at Puttoonhparali in tlie Phowai\eepore Section. 1 liere were 
marks of strangulation on her throat, and her boxes were found burnt open and a 
lot of Jewellery stolen. The deceased was reputed amongst her neighbours to be 
a woman of eoiisiderablo wealth, but Us she In ed alone and was not on inliinato 
terms with her neighbours, the exact amount of jiroperty stolen is unknown The 
Police are of opinion that the murder was coimuilted by a gang of professional 
burglars, but though every jiossible exertion has bemi made, and large rewards 
have been otlercd, not the slightest clue has been obtained as to who committed 
^thc murder.”) 


No sc])arate account has been giien of the Police action in these 22 cases, for 
it will have been perceived that while it w as deseiihed for some of the cases m some 
Districts, it lias been eitlier omitted or only’])arlially gnen in otlicrs. 

Mention is made in the Poln'c Administration Pijant (vide jiara. 170 in the Ap- 
jiendix,) of a ease ill the Hiirdwan District and another at Midmi pore, hut as no 
dates were given, it is unknown wlielher tliey were included in the tases for 18G5, 
or took place at a p^ior date. 

Inspectok Okm eal Police. — “ At the beginning of 1865, llic Deputy Inspector 
General of the 3rd Circle, brought to notice the existence of certain LocIk'soI iiieii 
who made it their trade to stupefy and rob persons truiclhng on the highroad 
between Jlhangulpore ami Patna ; in some inslnnees diuth luid resulti'd, and the 
Ifi'ad of the Detective Dejmrliuent (Mr. Keil}) VMth some of lushest Inspectors 
was deputed to entpiire into the matter, and his exertions have hi'i'ii uttiiuled with 
the most satisfactory results : many eases of poisoning whieli oeeurred long ago, 
have been brought to light, and more than one gang of professional poisiuuTs, who, 
for years, had plied their trade witliout suspicion, 1ms been completely broken up. 
The following bhews the result of the cases mvestigated : — 

Abstract Statement of drugging cases. 
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Monghyr, .. 
Bhagu^oro, 
ITowrah, ... . 

24-P6rguima]is, 


2 ^ 61 


R 3 


4 17 Three capitally pun- 

ished. 

7 22 Two ditto ditto. 


Remarks BY the Ofniral SirpERiMENDENT ; — Mr. Ridly was.on the recommen- 
dation of the latp Colonel llruee, at that time Inspector Geiicrar Police for Bengal, 
plimod by the Lieutenant Governor in communication with myse lf lie freely con- 
sulted me and keptine imforined of alibis proei'edings. The results were reported 
by me to the LieuU'iiant Governor with high mention of the great intelligeneo 
Mr. Reily had displayed in the invest igatioiis and the suceess wliieh had attended 
them. Mr. Beily’s proceedings are narrated in detail by tlie present Inspector Ge- 
neral Police in the Appendix in continuation of the above extracts from his own 
* Report on the subject. 

Lieutenant Governor of Bengal “llic al tion of the Detective DepartincTit 
under Mr. Reiiy, in bringing to liglit and preventing many eases of robbery by the 
aid of jioisonouB drugs, woe apparently most suecessfiU and deserving of high 
'^commendation.” 


(End of Bengal for 
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of 
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(1) Meerut, 

• 

3. 


(2) Allygurh, . . . . 

3. 

01 

rH 

(3) Saliariuiporc, . . 

2 - 

r 


(4) MoozufTeniug^ir, . . 

2- 

1 

r 


(5) Hoolundshahur, 

2 ] 

1 

i 

] 

L< 


(6) Barcily, 



(7) Bijnour, 

^ n 


(8) Mooradabad, . . 

2p 


(9) Budaon, 

' 1 : 

r 

t 

C 


(10) Shajelianporc, 

1 * 8 
r 

12 

10 Districts, 

19 


PoLiCK ADMiNiHTKATiojf Repokt : — “ The only tliroe eafloB of poisoning were eim* 
ply the result of cnniity, anil not professiunal poisoning casoH.” 

For more about these cases >klo Saljarun}>ore and EoolundHlmlnir, particularly 
ono at Ohurnmktesir, which would seem to have been the deed of a Unvliitnn and 
a Kaeth, who administered the drug in some country liquor. One Knlloo Lodhee, 
a professional poisoner, would also seem to have been implicated in one of the cases 


poisoning, the ollenders were punished." 

llEriTY Inspectuu GKNEBAr. IsTiJiviflioN:— “ Allygurh 1 ease, defendant, Soba 
Earn, convicted — an old otlender- — sentence 10 years transportation." 

No further details were given — but the following is nn account of ono of the 
cases : • 

21st January 18(15. — The person drugged was a llridiinin boy, 14 years of age. 
Ifo was retuniing homo from delivering letters at djllercnt places, when he was 


way. Here they eat separately, each his own (or I'nifs.) after wliieli the 

stranger gave some sugar to the boy and a c/nlluni to smoke. The boy swallowed 
a mouthful of tlio sugar, but Jhdin<; it hitter threw the rest away : — “Shortly 
afterwards I began to ieel dizzy and all my joints began to ache — I called loudly 
for lielp and don't know what boeame of me, and how I liaie eomo back to Cool." 
Thi^ criminal, was seized on the spot. He was an old otlender and 

belonged to a gang of Poisoners located in Allygurh, but ho was only a Khntteek, 
a low caste, and yet was able to borrow a chillnm from a Prahmiu ! JIo waa 


but tliey arc included in tho Table of ollences in Appendix I of the Report. No 
one arrested. 

These cases occurred in November close upon each other, the criminal in each 
inslaneo liaving hired a Pony, dnigged the <Sycc or groom, and 1 lien deeamped 
with the animal. (For more about these and one or more other eascB, vide Boolund* 


of ollences in Appendix T, Police Adimnistration Report. No arrests shi'wn. 

I^8^T:cT0l£ Gknekal Pouch: — “ A gang of thii'vcs, by caste Patlians, known as 
lieloor/iees or ]t(< nds, have been reported as residing under certain Cliiefs in the 
MojJuU’eriiuggur district, who gain their livelihood by thieving expeditions into 
Central Iiulia. The^ hare no objection^ however ^ to practising/ Thngi/ce or I*oi' 
suning hi/ Dhatoorah when opportunity offers.^* (Memo. — T hi'SO people have been 
mentioned in tho Hacoily Statistical Statements prepared in this (.)iHco for 18(54, 


Table of Crimes in tho Police Administration Report for 18(15. 

It was reported to this OJficc that a suddon outbreak of Poisoning by Dhatoorah 
had appeared in tho Districts of Meerut, Saharunpore and Boulundsbahur, several 
cases having occurred in a short space of time. 

Ono of the eases hero returned was committed by two persons pretending to be a 
Kaeth and Ins llFahmin servant, and the other ease^it woidd eeem, by a person who 
turned out to be one Kullooa an old otlender (vide Meerut supra.) A man named 
Kullooa liad recently fulfdlcd imprisonment for 4 years in a former ease in Meerut 


No mention of these cases in tho separate reports for these Districts, but they 
ro included in tho Crime Table in Appendix 1 of the Police Administration 


Memo. — This case was omitted from the general Crime Table for Districts, 
ppendix I, Police Administration Report. 

This case was not mentioned in tho Report for tho District but is included in 
10 same general Crime Table. 

It took place on the 29th September 1865, and 6 persons wore the victims in it, 
imprising an entire family, viz. : a man, his mother, younger brother and tw’o 
sters who were travelling together. They were joined in their journey by an old 
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stopped at a Serai near the Stone Erirlge at Sliajrlmnpore and liad begun to take 
their evening meal, gave them some //oor or eoogulateil Ireoele, which, he saiti, hod 
been cast into his lotal^^by some kind person -wlien he was begging.'^ They eat it 
with their bread — and soon all were seized luilh illness, the 8yni])lomB being those 
of poisoning with tlie Dhatoorah. The pretended beggar was seized before he could 
getaway, and a quantity of seeds of the Dhatoorah plant was found in the grass 
before his pony. JTe said he certainly had put some Dhatoorah seed in a small 
bag in his lotah, for he teas in ihe habit of eating the drug as a stHmulant, and 
that when he removed the bag, some of it must have slipped out of it and remain- 
ed in his lotah when he went about with it for alms- and that as the bag had a 
hole in it, some of it must too, have dropped on the ground near his pony, but that 
he nei'cr poisoned the traeeflers Some uTiconsumed portion of the treacle wliieli 
had been east away, was given to a dog without effect and the man was aeiiuitted 
in Sessions. Hut numerous similar instances of the crime, committed under tlio 
^samo deviecuare on the Records of the Thuggee Department. 


(11) Agra, 


f PoilCTJ Admtnistratiok RBroRT : — “ There were fire cases of poisoning : Only one 
of them, however, appears to have been committed by a professional poisoner. 
Three of these cases were prosecuted to eonvict ion, and in one the intention to 
5 * poison is douhtfol.’* 

Five cases are also entered in tlie Crime Table for the North Western Pro- 
vinocB, bnt the Police Administration Report does not contain any detailed ac- 
(^count of them. 


(12) Mutra, 


2 


f Those cases aro not mentioned in tlic Crime Report for Muttm, but arc included 
I in tlie Crime Table. 

-j DErtvTY iNSPKfTOB Gkiterat, Iht Djvtbion : Mntra--“One case, Nundkishore, 
committed to Sessions.’* (Memo, Result not slated.) No separate account is given 
I of either. 


(13) Furruckabad, 


J (14) Cawnpore, . . 

( 

1 


2 


These cases are omitted from the Crime Report for Furruckabad, but arc in- 
cluded in the Crime Tables of the North Westem Provinces, but the Police 
Administration Report does not contain any seyarate account of them. 

One case was attended with murder and tlie following account of both is 
obtained from a “Statement of cases of Thuggee” rccciicd from the local 
Magistrate. 

Ist Case— 24th May 18C5, at Semi Heshum “ A woman who lived outside of 
- thcScrai^cat some sweetmeat proffered to her by a Rrahmin. It tasted bitter 
She became insensible and was robbed. She was under treatment in the Dospilal 
for two days and recovered, but was unable to give any account of the man, who 
consequently was not discovered.” 

2nd Case— IHth December 1866, at Allah Oungo : — “ A man and a woman, ad- 
ministered some white arsenic mixed in sugar to a lad and bis inlant brother, 
of which both died. The offenders were arrested, and both were subsequently 
(^hanged.” 


f These cases were not mentioned in the separate Crime Report for Cawnpore, 
but are included in the general Crime Table, and the following account of one of 
the number, is taken from the Police Administration Repor^but which dues not 
contain any account of any of the others. 

On tlio 1st February 1866, three persons wero picked up in a state of inserpibi- 
lity under the influence of Dliatoorah as evinced “ by their all picking at tlie 
ground in a way peculiar to men suffering from tlie effects of that poison ” 
Emetics being administered, the men regained conscioupness after a consulemble 
<{ time, and stated that they had drank some milk which had born given them by 
throo strangers, one, however, of whom, named JRamdeen, they had met before - - 
“ These men were all afterwards apprehended in Oude a.'^ concerned in another 
ease, and confessed flo their having poisoned the above men at Muekunporc : tliey 
were sentenced to 10 years’ transportation.” 

Memo. — Eamdeen was a registered Tbug Poisoner in the Rolls of the Thuggee 
and Dacoity Department In 1860 he and two others poisoned a Hackery druiT 
in the Cawnpore District and robbed his Cart and Rulloeks. Tlie latter were 
(^traced but not tlio criuiinals. 


C,l ^ 

oitr > 



(15) Futtelipure^ . . 

1 


15 Districts, 

arj 


f Police Administbation RKroRT; — “ In tlie only case of rol)b(>ry by aflminis- 
tration of poison, tlie offender was very cleverly traced and all tlie property reco- 
vered : he was transported for life.” 

The following is the aeeount of this case as gathered from the Police Adminis- 
tration Report. A man and his son were drning a cart laden with sugar, (no 
date given.) On the road they were jiniied by one liadha^ who ga-vc the elder 
man some pdnm which some l)hatoorah\m\ been mixed, whieli he eat and then 
became insensible. Whereupon tlie Poisoner tlirew the boy down a well and 
■\ ilrove off the (airt and bullocks. The well hap]iened to be a diy one and tlu' poor 
lad remained in it for some days, but was at lengtli taken out of it bv some tva- 
vellers, greatly emaciated : “Altogether some 8 da}s elapsed bifore uirormiii ion 
was given at Police Station Prompt enqidry resulted in tlie arred of A- dha 
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( l(>) Handji, 


(J7) Joiuiporc, 


(18) Ik'iiarcs, 


(J9) doriirkpon',. 
(20) Azitii^airli, . 


(21) Cihaz('oi)( )!’(’, 


21 Districts^. 


35 


18 


nnd tlje recovery of Ibe cart and biilloelis aliieli bad been aold in Cawnporo. The 
poisoner was lran^porled for life, but no1bin;r elicited at Ibe trial ^^bi(•b tended to 
prove tbo poisoiu'r was t»nc of a gang.” (Memo. — Fur sinuliir instances of poi- 
soning Ifnekery drivers and robbing tbein of tbeir carts and bnlloelvs, ^idc Ally* 
gurh and Kobtiick in the Statement, for iSdl, C'atinpore in the present Statement, 
and paras. XIX and XXIV of my Keport in the Foreign Department, No. 7tH, 
dated 15tb September 18(i3. 

f roi.icn AriMiMSTB.moN llErouT:— “ Tlirec eases are rejiorted of robliery after 
administering jioison. # # # l-u-so set ms to lm\o been the work 

of a professional, and bo was eoniieted.” 

The IV'liee Administration Kejiort contains an aeeonnt of one imly of the num- 
ber. A traveller was, on tbo 1st August, found hnig insensible njton Ibe ground. 
On bis reeo\ering bis senses some hours afterwards, he said be was 1ra^elllng 
from .Ibansie to Cbulterkote and was joined on the road by a man who said bo 
] was a h'ounn(c\ at wbose bands be eat of some snHno and soi»n after beeanio 
I iiibcnsible, in whieb state be was robbed of Ins slioes. Ins money, and bis brass pot. 
ISome dajs siibseipieiitly tbo eriminal was traced by the roliee and ai-rt'sted at a 
Milage in the Allahabad District, w itb bis victim’s shoes upon bis feet and some 
Dliatooni in a bag upon bis person. 'I o tbo traieller be bad gnen bis name as 
A'«//ta'«, but bis real name was Thakoorna Lod/iiy a professional poisoner. Ho 
was sentenced to trunsporlatioii for life. 

r '^I'bis eas(* is not mentioned in llie District Crime Keport, but is included in tlio 
j CriiHo Table ajuiended to tbe Police Administration Ki'porl. No aeeonnt of it 
( was gii en. 

(‘ Poi.iCE AnMiMSTRATtoN Kepokt R obbery by poison 2 eases; arrested 5 
persons; neipiitteil 2 ,* eoiuu'ted .1 in 1 ease. 

Dmttv Insi’K’Iur CiKNEKAr, 2 m> DniMoN:— “ Ib'uares District.- ’I'wo ease® 

. of poisoning oeeurred, but witboul actual robbery, one on the 7tb January, on 
-{ tlie jierson of a pensioner who bud ediiie to Denares for his ])ay, nnd the other on 
tlie 27tli February, on a woman. In tbe livst east' one man was eoneenied, and a 
A'a//ar nained Neo/>i((/da», who aiisweri'd to 1 bt' desenjdiou of tbe poisoni’r, was 
arrested, but be was di.sebarged by tbe Magistrate for waul of sidlieient jiroof. In tbo 
sei'ond ease, bolli olleiiders were tried and seiiteneed to ten years’ inijirisonment.” 

A Tliese ea'^es are omitted from the (’rime Reports of (be«e Districts but aro 
[ included in the Crime 'J'able, Appendix I of tlie Polu e Administration Keport 
L for 1 8(15 

' No detailed aeeonnt of tliem was given. 

f 'I’liese en^-es were not mentioned in tlu' District Crime Report, nnd two only 
were ineluded in tlio Crime 'I'able of tlie I’oliec Admiiu-f lat ion Report 'J'lio 
third ease is obtained from a i-peeud report to Ibis Olliee and tlio following is a 
brief aci'mint of each as gathered IVuin spc'ciul reports: 

(1) 2drd flaniiary 181)5 at Iladlabsid. ^J’be Metim was bmnd lying in a slate of 
inseiiMbilily by a small shed in a potutoe field to Avbieb be liad si rayed. On hia 
recovering bis smi.ses at a lute hour on the folloiiing day lie narrated that as lio 
was travelling to Oba/eepore be was joineii by a Mussulman who said lie was also 
going tliere. Both by and bye, sat down under some IMangoo tree.s to refresh 
tln'inselves. Tbe tra\<‘ller cooked bis ow n food there and ga^esomeof it to the 
‘•tnuiger. '^I'bej in fuel jiarlouk of the meal together, nnd then jtrneeeded willi 
fbeir jourmw. Rut jireseiitly tlie trandler began to feel \( ry ill and then remem- 
liiTod nothing further, lie was robbed while iin tbiu condition. No traec of the 
enminal could be gained. 

(2) 251b January 1S(I5- -AnotTier and a richer traveller, who was also going to 
( Ib^zeejiore and bad started w itb gold rings upon bis ears imd an ornament of 
gobl about bis neck, was found under a Prepul tree by the wayMidr, in a lielpless 
state of insensibility. On bis recovering Ins senses on tlie following daj, be 
explained liow^ lie bad met a man on the road on three diderent occasions tbe 
.same day. On tbe first oeension notliing passed between Hkiu lly and bye be 
found him at a M’l-ll on the road side smoking a Hooka, nnd was asked by liim to 
tala' a wbiir, but be deelmed and tbe stranger went on. He came upon him yet 
again at another Well further on, where be bad drawn water, of wbieh be 
ollrred him some,- but this too tbe traveller deelined. Rut ))reseMlly the .stranger 
]n’oi^ieed some Goor from bis bundle and gave lum Bomo of it, and this tlie Irji- 
M'ller ate It seemed very bad and nauseous, wliicb the stranger ('X})lained away 
bj ‘^njing it was Rurrngoiig Sugar wliieli was proverbially bad. Tliey llieii both 
drank wnti'r nnd went oiv when tbo usual eoiiseijucnees eii'-ui'il, but tlie jKnsoned 
mail liapjiened to fall down insensible close to some wayside grain shops, so tliat 
bt' was not robbed. 

The stranger was a, Kalmr, but tlie traveller did not catc'b liis name. The 
criminal ('seaped. 

(3) 28th September IRfiS. — Tliree travellers were found Ijing senseless dt a 
Serai at Zolittrgunge to whieb tliey luul com® together the previous night,— tliat is to 
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say, one was completely inRcnsible, but the other two fteemed to be shamminy, which 
was indeed the ease, for the other man’s money and property were found upon them. 
On recovering his senses late in the afternoon, tlio (Irugged man, who w^ a trader 
travelling to Benares to purchase cloth, explained that as he was passing by Gha- 
zeepore, he was joined by the other two, — that ho endeavoured to avoid them, but 
that they persevered in keeping up with him, sometimes in fre/nt of him and 
sometimes behind. At length ho even put up in the same Serai with them and 
j)?e8cntly even ato some food at their hands ! Ho then lost consciousness and was 
robbed. The two criminals were a MvUah and a Brahmin (by name Matadccn 
and Sheonaruyun.) They were tried and sentenced to 7 years’ imprisonment. 


(22) Bustce, 


C This case was not mentioned in the district Crime Report given in the Police 
Administration Report, but was included in the Crime Table. 

Hjcputy JkspeC'Tor Genpkal 2ni> Division On the HHh September 1865, 
a traveller pul up at the House of a resident of a large village called Doohowlea 
(in Bustee) on the road from Ghuighat to F^zabad : on the morning of the 18tb, 
I ^ the Bukkal was found dead with e\ident marks of strangulation by means of a 
rope ; jewels, value Rs. 10, had been taken from his person, and tlie traveller had 
departed. Every enquiry was instituted and descriptive Rolls promptly promul- 
gated, but no clue could be gained of the otjender.” 

Mkmo. — This ease, elasbcd us one of Thuggee, was included in the Crime Table 
of the Police Administration Report among those of robbery by adminisiraiion 
\^of poiaon. 


(23) Lulhitpore, . . . . 1 



Total 


12 


23 Districts,. . 


50 


( This case was not alluded to in the separate Report for this District, but was 
included in the Crinte Tables a})pended to the Police Administration Report — but 
no account of it was given, — the following is gathered from a special report of 
it to tliis Ofllee, viz. ; Three persons were going on a pilgrimage, when they were 
joined by a man and two women : — The strangers, as a charitable action due to 
pilgrims^ fed them at the close of the first day's joumej — but without any evil 
results. On the following day they did so again, and on this occasion the pil- 
grims became insensible. They did not recover consciousness for 24 hours and 
one of them subsequently died in the Hospital at Mow Kaneeporc. No traces 
• of the criminals were acquired, but the name of one of them, i. e., of the man 
Jowahir Lohar, was identical with that of a member of the gang of Hurpershad 
the notorious poisoner, whose Head Quarters were in Bundclkund, and whose 
principal vocation was to poison curt drivers and drive oft’ their cart and bullocka 
as before described. 

Mkmo. — It is doubtful whether this case occurred in the Jhansi District or in 
Lullutporc, but as the Police Administration Report, gives a blank Return for tho 
former, and returns one case for J^ullutpore, it is here described as if appertaining 
to tho latter district. If it should bo a distinct case, then the total number of 
^cases for all the North Western Proiinccs must be augmented by one. 


f These cases include 48 cases as gathered from the Police Administration Report 
(one of which, in Bustee, was thought to be a cose of Thuggee) and 2 extra 
cases which took place in Budaon and Ghazeepore, as explained under those 
Districts. 

But yet another case is mentioned in the Police Administration Report, which 
may or may not belong to the above cases, the District in which it occurred being 
not only left unmeutioned but tho case itself being described under the hcaaing of 
“ Systematic cases of Cheating,” — (vide Appendix B of tho Police Administration 
Report) viz. : 

One Mahomed Hosein induced one Nubbee Bux to believe that he could get 
some bullocks cheap. Nubbee Bux accompanied him taking Rs. 202 ; en route 
Mahomined Hosein suddenly pulled up, saying they could smoke at a friend’s. 
Hero shortly after snitiking, Nubbee Ilux became Bcnselcss, aud when he recovered 
he found himself at some distance from the House minus his money. Next day 
he complained. Badul Khan, the owner of the House, said that “ yes, certainly, 
he had won Rs. 40 from PlaintiflT, aud fancied that plaintiff in that manner 
hoped to recover money which he had honestly lost to him ; as to Mahommed 
Hosein he never heard of such a person, nor had any one but plaintifi" been in his 
House the day before.” The case was dismissed. (Memo. — This cose is, I think, 
decidedly one of drugging — the device of inducing people to accompany them with 
money for the purchase of cattle, being one that is resorted to by poisoners, fur 
an instance of whicl0vide Mozuff'ernuggur in the Statement for 1864.)’ 

Inbpectob Geneeal Police : Thuggee,— \ case from 1861 to 1864 ; Commit- 
ted in 1865, 1 case : Undetected at the end of 1865, 2 eases : Lost Rs. 10. (Memo. 
This case is identical with that included as above under Bustee ; quod vide,) 

Robbery by Poison : 93 cases from 1861 lo 1864: Committed in 1865, 16 cases: 
Total 109: Prosecuted to conviction 10: Undetected at tlie end of 1865, 99; 
Arrested 16 persons : Convicted 9 (including one Kullooa in a ease for 1864) : 
Acquitted 4 : Under trial 2 : Lost Rs. 472 : Recovered Rs. 166. (Memo. — 16 
cases only in 1865, is evidently a mistoke, for it is gainsaid by what has been 
above gathered from tho Police Administration Report, and is further again gain- 
Mid in Appendices 1 and 11 thereof) 

The Police Administration Report for 1865, contains 2 Statements sent by the 
Deputy Inspectors General, let and 2nd Police Divisions, tho details of which 
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from tlicir heinf? mixed up with cases for former j)cri(i(is, do nut adndt of anj 
approiinialion to tlio cases for flie )car under re\icw (1865,) particularly as they 
shew no more than l(» cat-cs for 1865 which is at Aariaiue witli tlie numher given 
us above shewn in the general Police AdminiHtratiuii Itejiort for that year. The 
substance of those Sttttements are included in tlir huuimary above quoted from 
the Inspector tJcneral of Polwe. It would seem, however, from tlieiii, that taking 
16 as the numbiT of eases which occurred m 1865, the persons coneevned in them 
numbered 23, arrest ed 15, ooiiMcted ‘J, acquitted l,pendiiig2. (IVti MO Two men 
implicated in cases for former pernula, namely Knilotxt in a ease in llooliindshuhur 
in IHGt, ami one 7/ccm in u ease in Uijiiour at some jirior period, would seem 
to be mixed up in these details.) 

iNsrEiToE Ukni;r.\i. Poi.uii — “ Kobhencs by poison, lam glad to say, have 
very much. decreased. 'J'lie Police during the year have bicn successful in follow- 
ing up these eases, and soieral undoubted prulissioiial jioisuiiers have been prose- 
cuted to eonvietioii.” 

“ 7V< M/ 7 //CC as a professional crime seems to ba^G ceased under the operations 
of the Oflleers specially ajqiointed for the siqu-rviMoii of this crime, and tlio udr 
mirable sjstem of Appro\erB introduced by (.'oIoim'I Sleeman, 'I'lie votaries of 
llic art doubtless found it too dangerous an aimiscineiit to be any longer pursued 
in Bril ish Territory with inipniuty, (tnd it wovht to he fiuccttdtd (>y ihe 

more eo.siti/ ocvomplhlted and le,\s (omIi/ deterlat (nme of rtddxrii htf jiouson." 

Di'I'TTY jNsiM-iTOii (DnI'KAT; IsT DIVISION. 77 / /0///CC.- -VV dll' tile exception 
of a suspicious ease at litawab, lluue are no u}>}iearaiieeH of tins criiue biuiig com- 
mitted 111 llii.s Divi.‘'ion.” 

'^IJie east* here lel'erri'd to at Plav\nh, would not seem to be anywbi'rn else iiicn- 
lioned 111 the Police Adlnlnl^tndn>n K( port. 'I bus with llie ease at Busteo {quod 
nde,)th<rt irouldsftni to hoi'o hmi I iro ( osrs of I'iitKiqir lu the Mortk We.\hrn 
Prortneeft in 1865, nnd ,5(1 cz/.s/ .v of nddnrij lif <idnilni.st(o iiof poifitm.v. Itnotbi-ing 
clear liow many persons lost Ibeir li\<‘s in the biller eases, and the exai't )iolieO 
action in each ease unknown, not lung is here added on the snlijeel, I lu' jiarlieulars 
which were aMidalile, liaving been dready recorded against the dislriets m which 
( th<‘ crimes took jiliK’e. 


I 


^ (1) Lucknow, 

(Including City ) 


I 


(End of yorth ITesinm Erovhursfor ISOo.y 


I 
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( Pour oases, namely 3 in the City and I in the District. 

In.sI’ECTOU Oi'.NKBii. Poi.ii’i'; “ Of niurdiTs (iii the City) I regret to say, tlireo 
were by poison, — in all these eases the l*olieo made npjirelicnsions In one there 
was an acquittal, one coiiMetioii, iiiul one roinained under Inal at the elosp of tho 
year; Uic.se eases, as dz-t ailed by the City Supi'niifendmil in )iis Report, are in- 
teresting.” (Memo. The details wen* not ivn-ned in this Ollice.) 

“ 01’ 12 murders and ntlempis (in the l.neknow District,) one was by poison, in. 
whizh tlie guilty parlies were eoiuielcd ” 

5he lollow ing eases idsz) occurred in the Taicknznv district nnd were described 
W'ith two other similar eases m Oonat>, “tzi resemble the mysterious murders m 
Oonao of 1861 ami 1862, the corpses as in the old Ooiiao murders, iicvcr'bging 
roeognizczl” namely : 

Suri'.RiN'iKMHNT OF PoMCK • ()m tho morning of the 2t)th November tho 

bodies of two workmen wzue i’zmiul at the corner of a grove of trees about half a 
mile from tin* Police Outpost at Cliillawan on the Lucknow and Cawnpore Hoad 
and half a mile oil’ the road. 'I'hc dz*eeasod met tlu ir deaths by strangulation and 
were pzissihly drugged jirevion.sly, as no marks of a struggle can be found." 

7 “ Tin* y/zy*/ 'Wzz;;Vz w exanfimition sliowz'd that Ibo men bail died from etrangiila- 

tion, they having both previously reeened sex ere blows on the head, but no signs 
of drugging or poisoning were apjiurent. I believe they were first kno<*ked down 
ant then strangled. One of the men was straiiglz'd with a piece of his own Lotah 
ropo which had been cut oti'for the jmrpose. Tho ease precisely reseinbleH another 
recent one in Oonao.” 

Inspector OfcNKKAL PoucE “ This ease was one of peculiar atrocity. Two 
men, apparently gni.ss cutlers, were kiih'd on a byo path leiwling from the 
Lucknow and Cawnpore Hood, to tlio Cunt onnient s abzjut, half a mile from tho 
road. Tlie murdered men must have partaken largely of liquor shortly before 
being attaz-koil, as a birge quantity was found in the stomach of z'ach man, but no 
appearance of poison. There were severe blows on the head, lending to the sup- 
poftiiion that they had 6ret been knocked down, cords wtre. (iifitlq tied round t^e 
throats, and tho noses of both were cut off, -tho bodies being also otbcrw'ise 
mutilated. Kvery endeavour was made to unravel the erinie, but without avail. 
* * * Tlioro can bo httle doubt of the fact, that in eases of murder, such asthoso 
now iindz’r eomment, drugging has been Jirst ^sorted toP (Memo. — For more 
about t hese eases vide under Oonao.) 
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No cases of poiaoniiif; arc relumed, but tlie folloAuiig llirec rnpes of murder 
deserve notice, been referred to this Olllce by llie hii^peitor General Police 

as resembling, mill that of oeeiirrence in hm know (quod i ide,) “ llic mysterious 
imirders of Oonao of J8t)l-C2, the corpses not In recognized ’ — liz ; 

(1) “ On the 22nd May 1865, the corphc of a stianper was iound at Koomra- 
poro lyiiif; under a tree near the kvchit or uneoUNtrueted road leading from 
Gawnjiore to lluraha, with a cloth thrown omi- it, whu h on evaniinaliou w ns 
found to be saturated with blood- the land and face of the eoijise being fiiglit- 
fully battered about.” (Mpmo. — No further 7(]'oit was rtcened of any niaiks of 
strangulation or symptoms of poisoning, by which to connect this disc with the 
former Oonao ease^,.) 

(2) On Kdli July 1865 at Asnkhera. 'J he ( oi pse of n man, who was probably 
a syec or grass cutter, or a bullock drncr, was discovered in a hut a few fict away 
from the Gill iidTi link Bead, inih a luvdid hdnh .slnntj fu.yiirud ivinid alont 
the neck and chin. 'I he deceiised was not idenlitit d by any one, but he was sup- 
posed to be a traveller from Bundelkiind or Eajpootanah, No niaiks ot a struggle 
in or close to tlie lint were obsenalile, but cerlain indientums tlureof were per- 
ceived in a garden close by, where too, an iron bar was found. ^Jlie man’s purse 
had been iioleiitly torn away from his loins, but his other jiroperty was lelt un- 
touched . “Ihe siring,” said the District Siijicrintiiidint, " by which the deceased 
was strangled, was not ]»laeed rouiid tlie Ijiront under the chin as is usual, but was 
placed aeroBS the chin, and tlun fastened with the twists round to the bnek ot the 
neck, whieh was stated to he a mode of stiangling peenliar to the Ihtigs of 
Bundelkuiid.” M’he Iteputy Gommissioner of the dish it t , did not eonsuley this 
to be a ease of lliuggeo, because the string round the neck was placed there “in 
the most unskilful vay, wliieh shfwi'd eharly the work to ho none of a i)raelised 
or profeBBionnl liaiid :* 'J'he string liad a knot made at each wind rt und the neek 
and chin ; for there were three winds round the neck and two round tlie eliin and 
in rneh a knot; — "—the (.'ivil ISurgeon untied tliree of thepo, one round the ehin and 
two round the neck, the lust one round the neek laid three knots in it,— and the 
C'imI Surgeon gave it as his opinion that death wosnot eompassed by strangulation 
Ihere were two wounds on the bead of tho deceased,— one u\er the right eye hrow 
and the other on the back of the head, llie Cnd Surgeon gnes it as his opinion 
that neither of these caused death, but that they ptuiined the individual and death 
was afterwards otlierwise edeeted.”— (Memo.— It was not shewn hoir death was 
eventually otherwise edeeted, if the man was neither strangled by the ro])e, or 
brained witli tlio iron bar) 

(3) On the lOtli SeptembiT 1SG5, the dead bodii's of two other Svecs or (n-aps- 
cutters, were discovered Iving in a pool elo^e to a Held at Beekamow, VNilh curds 
fastened round tho necks, diaitli being ennsc'd by strangulation,- cuts were 
inllieted on the head and luce and the noses of botli cut olf. ’Jhe elder of the two 
deceased men eeemed to luive had a heaiy jmrse about tlie wai^t wliieh had bee n 
cut otr. In one man’s bundle was toiiml an old blue .lacket (witliout buttons) 
shewing that lie had been a syce or grass eiittc'r in some i\rtillev} 15iiltery. 'Ihere 
were indications of a violent struggle liaving taken j»Iae(‘ at tlie spot where the 
bodies were found, and the footj*riiits o\' fire ju rsoiis were diseeined— of tliree 
persons at one place and (*f two at another, — but close by too, under some grass 
growing out of the water, was fouud a black horse hair cord with a running noose 
or slip knot upon it, “ of three firmly plaited strings of about 2.1 feet in h'ligth,”— 
a perforated white shell or coirrce also ran upou the noose by pressing whieli 
under the tliumb throttling would readily ensue. Owing to tlie footmarks of 
three persons only, being obseni-d to iirooeed away from the jdnee, it would seem 
that three persons only were the perpetrators of this murder, two of wdiom 

•j engaged and overcame t'lu' elder man, the younger one being left to one assassin 

ojdy- 

SfpekintenpeM' OF PoTiCE : — “ 1 om inclined to believe that the two present 
murderp, as well ns tliat at Asakhcra (ease 2, .wpra,) must have been committed 
by the same gang, t(s the victims appeared to he of the same ela.ss, and I am now 
convinced tliat thek> murders have been cUeeted by 11 mgs who liave followed 
their victims from the Nortli WcBtern Provinces. At the first glance it would 
bcem tliat these murders arc not eomuiitted by ‘ Professional '1 liugs,’ in conse- 
quence of the awkward or clumsy iiiauner lu which the cord was fastened around 
the neek,— but in my opinion, this was only done to delude or mislead tho Police, 
under tho idea that ‘ profession arihugs ’ would not adopt siieli a clumsy man- 
„er^_but the finding of this horse hair Btriiig so entirely adapted for tlie deadly 
purpose, will, I trust, now confirm my foraier opinions tliat 'I'hugs alone committed 

tliese murderH.” i • c 

Deputy Commibsionek “ T eonenr in great part with what the District Su- 
perintendent has said in this matter, but I believe at the same lime, that the 
'I’hugs are not of the class known as bonA fide 'J'liugs, and I believe morover, that 
they are not non-residents of the part of the ])istriet the oirenee was eomuiitted 
iij # # # Deeds of darkness, of this type, uroiummitted with great judge- 

ment and caution, and it is only by constant agitativo and resolute enquiry that 
any clues can ever be liud to tlie perjictrators. Some time may tlierefore elapse 
beJore any success can be arrived at.’ * . , , r 

“The Native Doctor reported that the murders were eomnutted by means ot 
strangulation, and some old'J hug Approvers who were sent frini Imeknow, say 
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the coses are of ‘ Tluipper,’ hut not the wi'ilc of ohl ntiil ]>inctiM'd lionds. Tho 
nose of fftch tictim vns cut oil' and n knife or ollur sl)}ii}> pi inted insliimirnt lun 
into the left c}C of each, vliilc the xutipMT ('f the two aj]«Hr«d to Iihm liad the 
same instrument run into the Icftlimplcii little nhoie iliciar thse It inn 
hush, were found (he n mains <)1 a (iitii'iatc ^ll(WIll^ tliiil in Jnlv Ihf'l rue of 
the tictims wa.^ in llie senn e of a Mr J li Miulmot tlie hast India hallway, 
as a t^rass cutler, and a couple of horse towels were also hiiind amoiif^ tlie other 
thiuf's Jin ked up lu the husli ” 

lHK CitMHAT, Sm-RlMIMiHUT TO ]^S^K lOlI (D N UfA I, Tor K K - “llieTIinp 
Apjiroiers of this Depart mt nl ri ^aid the noose w hn h mu m nt tone, ns i n tainly 
a eonlriMime lor tlie destnieliou of life, I ii! it l^ ne t an inslnmient sin h a"- any of 
their eommunilies were in the habit of nsinj,- iMiit that hi iiijaia 'J hn|.'s wire 
wont to emjiloy for stranJrIln^r purposes, the lasso witli which Jinijaius cntiaji 
cattle to tile jircscnl day.” 

Inhceciok O FM RAL Dot ICK * “Of the murder,", one is rcpi'ricd ns 1 > '^Ihiip.s. 

I doubt it 1 Ills < Use Is pi opi 1 1\ « nt cud, hat the in iii do i d man was st i aiijihd is 
true, but 1 do not think tlic woik was that ol j»i (di smi mil 'Ihn^s '1 he case I'c- 
curred iii the Oonao Itislnet close to the I in km w and Caw npoic toad 1 went 
to the sjiot myself to HIM stiiiite 'J h<> Mctini was Ilnlieu' liist kmikid down 
and the rojie then placed round In.s m c k and lile so » xl ini^nivhed ” (Mi vo - It 
seems that the Inspedor Cctieiiil Tolice hoe allinhd to la-e li of the ahovo 
senes, and not loomeJC 'J he latter m, In we\er. the i nw’ that mmht poIiii|)sap]iri)- 
j»i lately haxe been u t limed as a case of 'I hnpm <•. hut nj i n the Ini I hi r niloi ina- 
tioii now olilained, tlie Oinoal Siipi nnti mioit 's iiiipussjoii m, that the time 
eases in Oonao and tlie one m Iinkiu^w, woe((|niill\ (a''(sof and Die 

di oit jirohahl^ of oni* and the same Canu, Init who hx unit i!al loii and other 
jiroeeduie, desiicd to cunte the nUa tliat othi i jn ison.s than 'J Imps had ju i pchat- 
cd them, Cor mori' nhmd tlie.*-!* mxsioious Oonao easi s, xnli' ( oloni 1 llouy’s 
letter in till* Forcifj;n Department, ISo. fjldi, diilid I7tli.lnl\ IhCil, pains. ITj, Id 
[and 17, Selei'lions XWIV ) 


2 ( Inm’RC'IOu Oinfral 7^*T1<^ 
(hut not for the sake o( iohho\ 


“ In the ( ns 
Xo a< count I 


f (1) dlh Ajiril 18(55 - A case of robbery by inlminulo in}' ponon ocoirred at 
till* Ajoodhin hair 'I'lie Met tins weie a fainilv eomposiiii,' one man, two women 
and three ehildren. The poison imed in u ndo-ni},' the xn I ms ,s( nm 1, was 
‘ Dhatoora’ xxhn-h was jait in llu' wntir whieh tlie fnmilx used for t In ir drink. 
'I'his water xvas supplied to tin m by a man who profi ^sed himself to hi' ii lliinm a, 

[ Ills whereahout.s arc iinkiioxxii to the Doliec, hnl a man, resident of the hoorali 
llhar Dolicc {Station junsdntion, m supposi d to he t he pcrpi t ndor of tins foul 
deed, and cn<|Uincs arc aecordin^lx Icim.' iiiadi' in thm case " 

(2) ISlh April 18(15 “ \ ease ol jiouoinno (or the ^ake of lohltery, oceiirred 

at 'rarooun, Dheikapoor Station dwonnn (t i a\ i Ih i s,) aimed at tin' lloiueof 
one Snrjoo Das resident of tlie ahixi/ni ntioiied xillaoe, In' and .a pnpil of his, 
jinrtook food with them, and soon alter hMimu' inseiisdile, tlie two fakeers then 
rubbed ihcm of l(s. 1-|2 xuirth ot pii>p‘it} and eontiiiucd their )ourney towanhs 
Sooltanjioor. They appi'ared to he amoii}: thi' mimhi'rs tliat xxerc Imimii}' tjio 
Itistriet after llm Ajoo<lhni hair, and in all jirohnhihty changed t heir costumo 
imincdiatclv liny lelt Dheekapooi .\ monnfeil Conslahli' was sent I'l pursuit of 
the criminals and other imasmc.s tak* ti to H'cnrc their apprehension, tail all t Hurts 
hcerncd Iriiitless. 'I'he xictims mentioned souie persons, residents of tin' District, 
on whom their Mispn-nni fell, hiit tin roliee OHher wlio went most, carefully into 
the ease, did not trai'c any jimt eaie'C to inslify tliiir ajijn’i'lii'iision, hijoiid that of 
there being some enmity hefwcin the net users ami the acensi'd.” 

(U) lOlh May 18(55 “ '1 he ( liowkeydar of Sanmeapoor came to the Snddnr 

and reported that a I'likeer had gone to a hou-i' in Ims xillageand had fed tho 
inmates, and that short ly after eating "oniefhing, the members of the lionsi' hi'eanio 
ill,- 2 (lied, a woman and a hoy ahoi.l. 15 years’ old Cnidvali, daughter of tho 
deceased woman Te|niili Aheeriu>, said that a mail in tin' garb of a Fiikeer x isited 
* her village at 5 o’clock in the evening, and asked her and Hamaiiimd dhakoor, to 
aecommoduto him for the night. Ihey replied, they weri' Ining in a jungle and 
could not aecmnmodate him. The I'akeer tl en begged to be iillowid to remain 
•I only for the night, as ho would go away in the iiiuming At uhmit 8 o’clock in 
the night he cooked some ‘I’l'mies’ and ate them, and tin n lookout his idol 
‘ Thiikoor)cc ’ and eommcnec'd worshiping it, and gaxe to the iniiiatis of tlu' honso t, 
some of the otferiiig which he had oHeri'd on (ho idol. It was composed of a 
mixture of eardamums, cloves and sugar, and was not more (Iniii ii ‘ eoiiry ’ in 
quantity. Tho jiersons who jiartook of tho olfering, were Tiamiinnnd 'I Inikoor, 
Gindyiih, Kampersliainl a boy aged 15 ji'ars, Dwkhtnwur, Damchurtin and another 
boy aged JOjears, residents of Saiungnpoor, and Dhoondlmy Kiilwar of (Ihuziif- 
ferabud. These jiarlies all bi'came iimeiisihle ns soon us (hey Imd eaten of the 
offering. Of the parties thus poisoned, tho woman ^Vjnah and Kamporshad died 
innnocliately. The scene of the crime is an isolated place. Eanninund said when 
he recovered his senses, that the Fakeer gave out his name as Kughonath Dass, by 
easte a Brahmin.” 

Mtmo. The above cases were not alluded to in the Poliec Administration 
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(5) Baraitcli,. . 


Report but are taken from a Special Report. The lirst case would appc'iir t o 
have been comniitted by 3 persons who were a])prehen(l('(l in a case in Ihirailch. 

The Falceera who eonnnitted the second and tliird cases, were tlie criminals in 
another case in Baraitcli, but where, as in case 3, ene of tlwin remained out of 
sight while the deed was being done. 

In a “ Statement of cases of Thuggee ” received from the Deputy Commissioner 
Fyzabad, another ease was given, of oeeurrence at Dlmggia on tlie lOlli April 
1865, implicated G persons, arrested two. It uas not staled whether it was nn- 
oilier ease of poisoning or one of strangulation, and as no account of it was giieii, 
it is not reckoned in the present Statement. 

f These 2 cases escaped attention in the Police Adtninistration Report and the 
following account of them is taken from a SpeeinI Report, \iz : 

(1) 22nd May 1865. — “ In the Syud Salar Fair, wltieh takes ))]aee annnally in 
the Baraiteh District, a ease of robbery with poison occurred nabeedecJi and 
Sheonundun, Bumieahs, of Kuiinoo in Soollanpore, liml come to tlie Fair with a 
stock of “ Choories” (glass and lac armlets,) and two or three da^vs ])re\ ions to 
Ixdiig^oisoned, had made an uequaintanee with one S/iihdeen JJioniKili of Jihui- 
ffaottf who brought them a seer of ‘Ala’ on the night in question, on eating 
which they beeaiiio insensible. The effects of the dose tlins administered in tlio 
food of the victims, was so strong tliat they could liardly artieiiJato for tw'O days, 
and it was only on the 21th, tliey liad Buniciently reeoiered to giie a clear account 
of what had occurred. * ♦ * Mounted Constable ) I u/ara 8ing, apprehended 
two persons on the 24th May at Biiim Chat,-*— one of whom, itjinooman alias 
Sheodeen Bunneah of Mohulla Fattchgunj in Fueknow, answi'red to ilie descrip- 
tion giycn of him, Knd the other man was one Sh(‘oelHirn also a Bunneah, a fellow 
traveller. Tlieir persons were searched and property found. 'I'here was also a 
third traTclling companion, Oopal Bunneah, wlm was likewise apiireliemlerl. 
These three persons wore sent up for trial and convicted.” (M kmo. — I'liey were 
sentenced each to 10 yearS’ imprisonment. They were stated to have been the 
criminals iu case 1 of Fyzabad snpni.J 

(2) 19tb June 1865.— ‘Ulno Copal tobacconist, resident of Nepalgunge in 

2 •{ Nepanl, reported at the Police Station of Nanparali, tliat ho had been robbed of 

Rs. 250 tied in a handkerchief about his waist, wliile on the way from Nepaul- 
gunge to Nanparah for the puriiose of buying cloth, ^ — tliat at the iJahagungo 
Bazar near Ohiirda, he met a man, name and residence unknown, dressed as a 
Fakeer with whom ho got into conversation and traielled until he reached tlie 
village of Bisairee 1^ cons north of Nanparah and there they rested in a Carden. 
Plaiulilf made some sherhut with soine sugar which lie sliared with tlie Fukeer. 
Whcreu|K)n the Fakcer garc liim sonic Siittoo which lie ate. Plaintiff then .nlept 
for a time, and on awaking was asked by tlio Fukeer how ho felt, ho replied tliat 
everyihin(j a2}j>eared green all round h 'nn. They then started again towards Nan- 
parali. Towards evening Plaiiiliff fell sensiiess from Ida Tattoo. I'lio Fakeer 
then began to rob liim of his money, riaintill' tried to expostulate, but could 
neither speak nor struggle. The Fakeer who committed the abovi' crime, has 
been traced to ‘ Jaispore ’ Bazar where he stopped for one night on his way to 
Nanparah with one Buldeodass Fakeer. Ifis name is not known, but lie is a 
follower of Girwur Das.s Fakeer of Miillapoor in the Nepaul Territories. It is 
fiu*tber shewn tliat he was punislu'd for theft in Nejiaul ten years ago, and had 
been branded with a ph’e on the foreliead and temple. (.)n the 20tli June or a 
day after the cominission of the crime, he was seen by Uuldt'o Dass Fakeer, return- 
ing to Nepaul.” (Mkmo.— The Fakeer in this ease had, it would seem, an asso- 
ciate in the background, and they both were the euliiriU in cases 2 and 3 of 
I^Fyzabad, sujfva.J 

f According to the Police Administration Report fl/ere irrre only two eases : “Two 
of the murder cases by poison, wi're also for the sake of robbery. They luive not > 
been detected. Certain men of a gang of poisoners arri'sled by me in 8e|itemher, 
wore strongly susjiocted as tlio guilty parties, but suflieieiit ('lideiieo could not be 
procured for conviction or to send the men for trial.” 

The following account ^f these two cases and of another, is taken from a Special 
Report, viz : 

(1) Gth May 1865. — “ A case of robbery by admiiiHteriug intoxicating drugs 
occurred in the village of Pokluimee, Moliungunge Station jurisdiction. ^I he 
circumstances of the ease are as follow, ^ \z: One Bliownnee came to Bindali’s 
house, and by giving out that ho was a Ourruria, and a relation of the Idaintill’, 
he was allowed to stay there for the night, lie said that lie was lusting that day ,, 
and would not cat anything. Subsequently on a favorable ojijKirl unity being 
afforded to him, ho secretly put soiuethiug poisonous into the food which the jtJ 

3 -I Plaintiff’s son was cooking for himself, and on jiartnking which lie was soon | 

rendered insensible. The Plainliir himself sliared a like fate by means of some- | 
thing being administered in his J/uukka. The poisoner having thus ch'ared tlio | 
obstacles which he considered would stand in his w'liy to sneeess, by rendering the 0 
owners insensible, robbed them of property k) tlie value of Ks. 5-l)-0. When the | 
victims recovered their senses, they named Bhowanee as tin* man who had robbed j 

“* them after drugging, and on this clue ho was apprehemled by tliio Polieo, scut up 
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lo llio Mngistrafo and finally coinnufied fo flip Sessions.” (Mkmo lie was sen- 
fenced fo 10 years’ inipriKumuMit, whereripon he niatle eerlain revelnl ions which 
tlio Jnsjiecfor General I’oliee eonsiden d threw light upon sonic of Iho Oovao 
J/yi/f/voMA* Coi>is noticed under that District. Ife named 12 pers(>n8 as his 
nceom}>lices, of whom 8 Weie arrested, and the Inspector General Dolice was 
sanguine of success in bringing si nie, if not all, justice, but. said that the in- 
vestigation would require lime and ])aficnce. The result of their iineeligation 
was not communicated lo this tdlice hut it la hc'lirved that they are the persons 
alluded to in the extract from the n port of the Inspector General I’olu e given 
above nnder this Distriet, where it was said that sullieient eMdeneo could not b® 
procured against them.) 

(2) 30th May 18(i5. — A woman named Kuddea reported at the Mohnngnngo 
Station, the murder of her brother Chundoo, a boy aged ten years, on the road to 
Jais for the sale of robbery. She was going along the road to Jais with Ikt little 
brother wlieri* she met a lUmvjxm (cme who sells parehed gram,) whom she linewr 
and who Used to go to lier house at .lugdeesjiore, hut whose name she was unae^ 
quainled with. Tlie “ Bhoojwa” induecd her brother to sit down at a well, and 
soon after yvrofv/m/ ACWc/Z/d/y J'xxw ihe Jungle and taused them to drink wliieh 
produced instant insensibility. Whilst they were in tins delirious slate, Ih© 
JBhoojwa took away from the j»ersoii of Euddeea, a Neeklaee, a Nose-ring and 
some Cloth, lulued in all Es. ll-T-O, The boy, it was said, bad strayed away 
eomewhere in a state of insensibility, search was aeeordingly made for him, and 
his dead bod) was found near the well spoken of, - there were only bones, but th® 
body was recognized by tlio Mother Irom Iho Dlioteo and other clothes upou 
it. p (Memo : — Iho eulpnt eseajied detection.) » 

(3) 23rd Juno 1865.--“ Sewa Chowkei'dar reported at tlie Moosafirkhnna Sta- 
tion that a traveller liad died from the .hot winds. The Officer in eliargo of iho 
Station who happened to he near the spot, took up tlio ease, and found on enquiry 
that the man had been beyond all doub! poixonedf as a poor starving boy wiio was 
passing by, ate some of the C'lm)>pateeB wdiieh wi-re lying near tlie corpse, and 
beeamo insonsiblo. A Hindoo who was seen with the tniyeller was suspected from 
his confused manner and iienons state of mind, to he the enipnt, but siibseqni nt 
enquiry showed that the iiinii in (]uestion was mistaken for the real defetidant.’* 
(MbMo:- No one was eventually eoiivieted in this ease. It w'fls reported by tho 
Superintendent of rdico to liny e seemed a real case of Thuggee and tho third 

(^caso of poisoning within a short time. 


Nine of these cases were attended with mnrder, viz. : 3 in Lneknow City, 1 in 
Lucknow District, 1 in Durriabad, 1 in Heetapore, 1 in Fyzabad, and 2 in Sooltan- 

E oor, but tlio Kelurns do not admit of it being stated bow many persons wero 
illcd in tho 9 cases. 

In addition to fho total number of 14 poisoning eases lien; shewn, the following 
exfra cases have been noticed in tho present Htatement, viz. : 

Three cases in Oonao viz. : 2 of strangling and one of “ murder,” but wliether 
by poison or by strangulation was nut shewn (\ido Oonao,) and 1 ease in ryzabnd 
regarding which too, similar information was wanted (vido Fyzabad.) 4heso 
4 eases aro ejrvlvf^ire of tho 14 returned in the present Statement, ami it will have 
been perceived that one of them (in Oonao) has been returned in tho Polico 
Administration Report as a case of Thvyyte. 

Police Auministkation EErouT:— Murder by 1'liugs 1 case (viz. : in Oonao.) 
InbI'Ectob General Police - PoMomw//- “4}iere lias bci n a large merenso 
in the number of cases of drugging for (lie sake of robbery. In 1864 tlicrc were 
only four of these cases, in 1865 tho number rosi' lo 15. llie Polico liayo dealt 
successfully with tlie crime. Out of the 15, apprehensions were made in 10, m 5 
there wero convietions, and 5 remained imiler trial at the close of the year. Tho 
eases occurred, 3 in Lucknow City, the City Police were most successful in making 
np^ehensions and obtaining coiiyictions in all ; 5 cases occurred in Fyzabad, 5 in 
8ooltanporc and 2 in Baraitcb. Tho rest of tlie Proyiucc has been tree from tho 
Crime. Ten rnses occurred in the adjoining Districts of Fjznbad and Sooltan- 
pore. From this I am led to believe that tho poisonors have their head quai-ters 
in one or the other of those districts. The 3 men apjireliended and convicted in 
tho Baraitrh eases, were rrsidcnls of Lueknow’. 1 eonfess tluit 1 am unnblo to 
give any decided opinion as to tho cause of the increase in the eriiric ; it does not 
• appear to be the work of any one organized gang, as no eonneefion ran bo traced 
between tho parties arrested in tho several cases. But. from tho manner in wliieli*' 
the crimes have been committed, there can bo no doubt but iha! the jurpeiraiors 
are professionals ; this perhaps, gives a more alarming feature to tho matter, as it 
would lead to tho supposition that there are several gangs,- but I trust that tho 
detection that has followed tho crime, and the remedial measures that haie been 
adopted, will put a stop to it in this Province. It is perhaps possible that per- 
sons, who formerly lived by largo gang Daeoitics, Hiuling that that mode of plun- 
der was more dangerous, have turned to tho more insidious one of Poison.” 

The Police Administration Report gives 8 eases oClnurdcr by poison; but it will 
bo seen that 9 is the number whirh lias been elii iled in the present Statement, tho 
case of tho “murder by Tliugs ” having been one of strangulation,— and in refer- 
ence to tho number above stated to have tekeii place in 1864, it will be seen tbai 
j^cases were elicited in the Statement of this Office for that )oar. 
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If. Avill also be pereciTfd from the summary aboTC quoted from the Tusprotor 
Qeucrnl Police, Ihut Mlicrcus 14 is the mimhcr of poisoiiiii^ ciucs fo b(‘ gleaned 
from the Police Aclministralkm Report for 1865, he has slated 15 to he the uum- 
her, and that not only does the mimhcr f t r ases in I lie Districts ciiumcrntcd hy 
him, dillcr from the number in lluin ciihibilcd in the jncscuj. Slalnmnt, hut that 
a case in Dun’iahad and one in ^cclupoor, huio heen (nulled fiom his list of 
Ihcin. It is believed, hovcAcr, that the 15 r asis here rclcrrcd to of “ lobhoy by 
administering poisons,” are additional to the!) of “ murder by poison,” — in^liicli 
case the total number of cases of jiuisoning in Oudh in the >('ar 18(y| 

up fo and an enquiry lias hern (Incclid to tlic InsjKctor (icnc* 

ral Police, wln'llier those 15 cases include the murder cases, or ai e r.uVa.s/< c of them. 

Whether too, 15 cases ccmjilcic the number of tUJj case of rohhciy by poison- 
ing in tlic Pro\ince, cannot he here stated,— for the Tables (»f the Ecpuil do not 
shew the SeolioiiB of the Indian Penal Code undtr which the emnes enumerated 
were inTcstigated, 

Ac cording to Slatduent IT, in 2 of the 8 cafoi? of inuider by ]ioison no arrests 
were made, 11 persons w#ie arrested in 6 (ases, 1 person nrrt sled in a ease of a 
preiiouB ^ear, 2 j>ers(>iis riinained niidi r Inal in 1 ease at the end ol" the year, 
making a total of 1 1 persona arreated in 8 ease**, 5 peisoiis ueijuitfed in 2 rases, 
10 persona eoinieled in 5 cases, total 13 jarsons in 7 cases, and uiuler tiial at tho 
close of the }car 1 person in 1 ease. 

And according to Appendix 12 of the Report, (he following were the castes of 
0 of tho convicted parties, viz. : 2 Jirolnnnos, 4 rass((s, 2 Ko<ihs and 1 Malivm- 
mtdan. 

In Statement T of tho Report, only 8 ensea appear under tlie heading of poison, 
and tliey were the nn rder eases, — all other poistai casis viz. : tlie nhoii 15 eases of 
j robbery hy poison and any mure ot such, would tlien'fore have probably been in- 
cluded under eases of “ Gruvous liiirt,” or “Jkihheiv w itli liui I of the former 
of which that Table exhihitid 117 and of the latte r 12 eases in 1865. 

The Police action not having hedi imifoimly staled in eiuh ease, no recapitula- 
tion thereed earn he given in the }>res{nt. Nlatermut, hut the luformaliou on that 
point which waa to be ohtaiueel Ireiiu the Rilunis leetivcd lu this GHiee, has been 
l^sluwn ill the e(>lumn of Remarks fur each District. 

(End of Oudh for 1805.7 
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Convicted 4 persons. No details given. 

4' ^ Convicted 1 person. (Acewding to A}>peiidji 111 of the Police Administration 
j ^ Repor^lhe number of cases was 5.) Mo further eletails. 

\ Convicted 1 person. (Acee:irding to Ajipendix IIT theae was only 1 eiise ) No 
i further details. 

Conyiede'd 3 persons. No details given. 

(Tho following ease of Tliiiggeo in this District, or something like Thuggee, would 
, not seem to have been noticed in tho Police Adniini.stralron Report, viz. : A dead 

1 body wa^on the 16th January 1805, found under a tree about 50 })aees olf llio 
road leailing to Kotliull. It was not known who tlie dice used was or whether lio 
was robbed, but the string of his pyjamas was found twisted round about Ins 
l^noek, and his feet tied together with a aafa or cloth.) 

r Inspector General Police: — “There have been three eases of administering 
< poisonous drugs, andj^jn one ease the oUeiidei: was eunvu 1i d.” No furtlier flails 
\ w'cre given. (According to Apjieiidix 111, (here was only t-/?e ease ) 

( Convicted 1 person. No further details. The following is an account of one of 
the cases, viz. : 

Commissioner: — “Two-pereons supposed to he Thugs, adiuinisLcred stupefying 
drugs to a t’artmaii and went oil* with his Curt.” 

According to a special report made to this Gfllee, this ease took pliieeon the lltli 
February 1865. Two persons hired tho driver of the earl to take tlunn some little 
distance, for a sum'of two rupees. On the way they pulled up to Muokc- and 
further on they again halted for the morning meal. Iliey ollired a poorce and 
some sugar to the Carl man, whi(4i he aecepti’d and al(', ami all then drove on. 
When arrived at Majra, tho man began to ieel unwell and so lay down in the 
cart which they drove on. A little lurthcron theslrangeis pulled up the cart and 
unyoking the Bullocks, gave them some provtmlei— wliu li was all the man re- 
membered. They did not tell him their names, hut mi rely said they liad come 
from Bhurtpore. They robbed liis (Mirt and bulloiks. (Memo. — This case is a 
eounterpaii/ of those committed by Ilurpersad’s Gang, for an account of whoso 
proceedings vide General Superintendent’s Report, in the Foreign i)epartment| 
No. 704, 15th September 1863— paras. XIX and XXIV.) 
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(7) Lahore^ . . 


(8) llniritsnr, 


03 

C 


(9) (loordasporc, . . 


(10) Jullundor, 


No contictiun, no details. 


r Coinicted 4 persons. The following is taken frf)ni a Tlui^^ee Statement receiicd 
from 1 ho Commissioner o( the Division, \]/.. 

Ds/ tV/.sc: “ At (lorinduli, lidrd Aiml iSlir): arrested Juftr ■. Two men were 
poisoned by Dn/oom but reeovc'n'd ” 

2/n/ rmse.--“At Wnlla, idth .Inly ISt!.^) • Aneded JIakoo and OJojad Sin<j : A 
man named (loordil Sing was found tiding a It w a aids fuiin llu' xilla^e of A\ ulla. 
The (’hemieal hNamiiur fonml Dafooia in Ins sit matli llakoo a Ihnlimiii who 
sits near a well at Wnllu, and Clopal Sing n ju tl} sliopkec jier, Axere arrestid and 
uetjuitled b} (he St ssiona Court *’ 

3;v/ fV/.se - “ L'mritsnr Serai, 21hh Sejdt niher Anesletl Dnlwnnt Sing : 

lit* poisoned a man naim'tl DuMdilla with Datoout, Ln( llie JaKei recoAcred. ’ 

d lie folloAAing account of (he Isl tase is lakeii ti’oiii A]i)'endix A ol ibt* I’olieo 
^ ^Adininislralioii Kt'porl.-On tlte 2did Api il, 1 wo men wtia fountllAing seiist h ss 
at a Well close to the (torindali Slalion on llie (Jrantl dnink Ki atl iL’ milts fioni 
Cinritswr. dlu'^’iiil Surgeon said IIh'a wiie I'nist)!!!’!! h^ Dalooi'a, and Mieeei iletl 
in bringing them round. TIica staled that flicA liail eoiiit* ttiriniilsnr fttr work 
on the Kailway* At a Serai nlair rmnlMir tin} weie joiiieii hy a tme caciI ].ei>t)U 
• Avlio giiAc Ills name as llura a Kaliar, anti A\ho reetinmitmilt'd tlieni It* go with 
him to hahore, where Ctatlies got higher wages, d he} wt nt with liinMii'eonlingly . 
On tlie roa<l tht'y bronglit some llonr, ilit' slrangti* jnirilia^ mg stone Dal, Sugar 
and Spices at (he sumt' sliop. At innliia} tlie} sloj'jifd at (he \N 1 11 ahme intli- 
(iitoTl, (t) etu.k tin ir fouti ll<*era sent t>ne of tht in t(* draw some water ami tlie 
otht'r man to kneiitl tlu* (lour at tin' V\ t'll, aaIiiK' In' hiiii‘'i'll shoulil prepare tlic did. 
<> When the ft>od was rea.ly, he gaAc tlieiii stiine td Ihe dal to eat, hut he himself only 
' jiartook of (heir Hour cakes with some (Jotir or sugar When )>resently the own- 
trs of the wt'll also came there to rest, Hteia prttposetl to liis ton.jainitms (o move 
on, hnl they tlieliind (o tlo so till later in (lie day, w liert iijitm he himself AAcnt 
on. dhey reinembertd nothing fnilher till the} ri'tnrntal to etinscmiisnesH and 
found themselAcs in the I mritsiir Hospital, dlieman lletra was traeeil hy hm 
one eye, ami when lie was arrested it was ft»iiml that Ins true iiamo A\as .Juivv ami 
that lie had shortly befoie druggnl anotlier pnsi.n m the (loordas])or(' District, 
ddiree other eases \A ('re also eln-ited against him, hnl it was not said wliere tln'y 
oeeurred or wlien. He was sentenced ior 1 }eais in the piobcnt lase and was jmt 
upon his trial for the others also. 

d'he following fnrtlier account of tins man and of flic lesidl of his tint her trial, 
is taken from the Police Adnnnistrut i<>n Jupeirt lor I'stid, \i/ “.folee Kaliar, 
aom'-(}ed man, llu* poisoner in ‘*ne (‘.‘tse, was appr, I k mied soh 1} h} the ((irliiiwito 
eireuinstanec' that Ins iihsenee from his general place of residence was discovered 
by llie Assistant District Siiperinleiulent of I'niritMir whili- testing onr had cha- 
racter rolls ami to whom it. oee-nriaul (liat p(‘iha]is dotcc had coinniittid tlu' crime, 

as he was a Aery bad elinraeter and laid 1 WK e la en eoiiMeled la lore , when Jotfo 

did return Im was at onei' arrested, ///m(d (niion// /irr/rr otK-d/al men, and recog- 
nized t)y his Aietims, wlio had rex-oAcnd. hor this olh nee he onl} laccned four 
years’ imprisoiimeiit, hut eoninimneations with other (list nets led to the diseOAery 
that 111 ' Avas the ]H rpctralor of Ihe similar ollciues in l-St.l and IMI^ intiu'Ooor- 
(la‘'])oie (lislrnt for whicli he nciiAcil 1 I }iars, so that at hot, he lias bci n ineu- 
pacitattd from piirsaing his atrocious piacticcs lor IH Aiais to conic 

MO dhe ease is returned us a “ Murdi r hy llnigs 

r Dim V tor (ri mkal (Dientcimnl Colonel Alac Imlnw’ ■) “One ease of 

nndonbled 'I ling i»oisoning is recorded, and 1 legrel to say llie ( nininal has as }et 
e,sea]ie<l deteelmn.’’ 

28tli Jannarv l^h.A - V man <'alling liinKelf Mo/i fell inwilli two Johihas or 
wtiycrs, who had SI t out m eomjian} with tlie village Chowkeedar in ‘-lareli of 
lliefr wiA(‘8 who hud been ahdmtid lioin lli« in. AIoli olh n'd to shew tluni wliero 
j (hey aa ere, and brought tlu'Mi to llajpon-, where he gu\e tin in some Dnioora \\\ 
^ } tbeir food, dim Cliowke}vlar died, but the v>llur two m ovt red. Moti eseapisl. 

Memo -This ease is not identical AAith the one in ( lOoriln'-jairi- which was 
aboAfi alluded to umler Lmnlsur as lh(‘ «leed ol tlie one i}ed .Joteo. In lliatalliiir 
one person only A\a.s drngge*!, minieil (liKseeto, “ ^hm 1 1}' before the (dh lu'c at Go- 
rindah HI IJinnlsur, aaus eoinmitted - i e., shortly helore 'J.[\r(l Jj,ul and 

according to tliis, the olfenees in (Joorda-poie should nnndur Geo,— hut ns the 
actual dati! was not gi'en, the nuinher is ])reserAed at onr. 


1 


( This ease is oiintfdl from Appendix 1 II of the 
[ It ha.s not been ilesc ribed 


Pnhee 


\dn.iiiist I at ion Kepijrt 


Ai. 


(11) Hoo.sliyarpoor, .. 




1 (12) Kangra, 

Gd. ■) 

13 

' 12 Districts, 

ov«r j 


1 


3 


1 


28 


Coinicted tAvo persons No dot ails gneii. 


Convicted 1 per.son. No details. 
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Niunberand Names 
of 

Districts in which Cases were 

1 reported. 

Number of Cases. 

Eemarks. 

33t. 

OTer ) 

1.*] 

►I 12 Districts, 

(13) Rawiil Pindec, 

28 

3 

^ No driails.— A (]uriiu» rnso of kidnapping on the 16th .Tune 18n5, in which a 
3 Buniuli wna carried oil' from tho Oriiiid Trunk to Mulka the well known abode of 
) oullawH, who only returned after pfi\iug a heavy ransom, is included in the Thuggee 
(. Statement received in tins Otlico, built is not entered in the present Statement. 



(14) (loojrat, 

2 

Convicted 2 persons. No account of tliese cases was given. 



(15) (ioojrainvallah, . . 

1 

(Vmvieted 1 person. No details. 



(10) Sealkotc, 

2 

3 TIksc easeairiel tided in Appendix 1, are oimlted from Appendix TIT of the 
) Poliee Administration Eejiort ! No details are anywhere given. 



(17) Mooltari, 

2 

^ These eases are also iigl. inehtdod in tlie di'tail of cases entered in Appendix III 
of the Police Adiuinistrmion Eejiort. No account of them is given. 



(18) Pcshawiir, . . 

7 

r F(^r per.‘<ons were con lifted . No account of these cases is given in the Police 

1 Admimslration Heport . 

l^hPEt'TOH Gj’MtiUL Police • — “ Tlie Deputy Oommi«<siourr while deploring a 

1 eoiisiderulde increase of olicnees under the licatling ‘ causing hurl/ points out how 
a gang of professional poisoners "was sueeessfnliy hunted up." 

rXJAB 


(19) Dcra Ismael Kliaii, 


^ This en^c is omitjted from Ap]>»'ndix 111 of the Police Administration Report. 

^ No details are given. 

pH 





1 


1 


f Com icted 25 jiersons. Nhese eases arc idciil ical with the mimhcr and detail 
thcri'of gi\eu in Ajuiemlix 1 (>f the Police Administrutiun Eeport, — but iwcordiiig 
to A[)))ciidi.\ Jll they nuinbcrcil no more tlian ITS ’ 

Msmo.- Iii Ai)]>endi\ A of the Police Adiniriistration Eeport, it is slated (as 
already shenn in thejiresoit J^tatement under rmrilsur and (Joordaspoor,) that 
the man ./o/cc taken up for a case in Umrilsur of occurreiicu on the 23rd 
April LS(I6, //«</ l/ioi lamlltf ('owaut/til toio/i/it’ rusr in (Joot'daspore^ and that 
“ three other cases of similar dial aelcr had since turned iifi against him there." 
If those case.? occurred in l}S(i6, then the total of eases in that year would eome up 

Total 

13 

19 Districts, 

4G 

1 10 •)'! 1 

< LiEUlEiNAM’ Govflnor • — “ On tlie other hand, in those more lu'inous elasscB of 
crime, iiuamst ]»roj)erty and person, which ace onlinarilv tlie work of organized 
and prolisMonal oUcinleis, a sat iNfaetoiy deeri'iisi' is for the most part observable; 
tho only luarkcd exerphons heing the eases of ‘hurt by means of poisoning 
or si iqu'fung dings,' which the lyieiitenant Ooieriior pereciies with regret, in- 
creased from 32 cases in IbOl to -IG casiH in 181(6 ; hut Has Honor also notes that 
the Police appear to ha\e been more suceessful in dealing with these eases, as 
there were 26 CKmii-tions last year to 12 tlie year before." (Memo. — It is thought 
tliat 12 e(>n\idums iii 18GI, is a mistake, tlic nuinhi r of jaTsons comictod in that 
year amount iiiir, it would seem, to 28, and the number of eases to 3G. Vide 
[ Stutenieiit Ihr hSG 1 ) 









(End of Puvjab for 18G5./ 



(1) n.imoli 

1 

/ Police Admimstration ErrouT “There was one ease of administering stii- 

3 pefying drugs. The Defendant was arrested, hut he was not a pTofessioual poi- 
) soner. Tho crime resulted from a family cpiarrel." — No further details were 
(.communicated. ^ * 

Central Provinces 

U 

(2) Jiihbulporc, . . 

3 ■ 

f PoLK’K Admjmstiuttor EEroRT : — “ Tliero were two cases of robbery after 
administering poisonous drugs. Those were no doubt committed by professional 
poisoners. In both eases tho Poliee failed. # # # There was also a 

ease of administering poisonous drugs to an European employed on the Railway, 
by his sciwants. In this case the offenders were apprehended and convicted." 

The following account of these cases is taken from a Special Report to this 
Office, viz. : 

(1) 21lh July 18G5. — “Three men proceeding from Ilydrabad, were joined by 
three others who mixed some drug in their food. They were insensible for three 
days, and on recovery reported the eireiimstance at the (Sehora Station Uouso, but 
in tho meantime tho culprits had got clear away and were never traced." 

(2) 27th August 18G5. Mr. Ppli’Mii, a Railway Inspector, engaged 4 servants 
at Jiibbulpore, two of whom hajipenod to bo “ Gonniffas or sons of Thugs." They 
were with him for about 20 days, when Mr. Upliam was found drugged with 
some Dhatoorn which had been administered in his food. He had perceived the 
Cook (one of the '* Garmidas”) squeezing some juice from some green pods into his 
dinner whilst it waiiooking, but did not then know it was I)aloora. He had 

Cd. ] 
over ) 1 

14 

2 Districts, | 

1 
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Number and Names 

of 

Diatricts in which Cases were 

reported. 


14 2 Districts, 


(3) Niraar, 


(4) Bhundara, 


^ before this seen them pluoKng thcBO poets from a bush, hut he supposed thej were 
some kind of vegetable. On eouiing to hiniself he pointed out tho bush to Dr. 
Spicer, llie Kailway Doctor, who was able ]>rom])tly to attend liini, and the latter at 
once recognized it as the Datoora plant. The symptoms too wlii('h ho had displayed, 
were such as could be produced by Datoora only, and tlie motin' for the servant* 
administering it to liiin was to rob him when uneonseiousnesa should hnvo super- 
vened. lie iiowcAcr, had a kind of Misjaeion that all was tmt rijiht and abstained 
from eating the food so prepared, taking only some rice aiul milk instead. Next 
morning ho ate his vhota hazn or early meal, intending to shew some of tlio pr^ds to 
])r. Spieer in order to ascertain wliat they were. After fjoron and drink- 

ing hift tea, he mounted his ID^rse and rode towards Dr. Spicer’s House, but lost 
all eonseiousnesfl before he could reach it. (Mkmo— In ibis easo tlie Kliansanian, 
Kurreem Iluksb, was sentenced to 0 jiarh’ impriHonuieiit, the syce and grasseutler 
to 3 yeiira’ each, and the other servant (Meeriin) was ac(|uitt('d. 'I'lie first and 
last of these were the sons of ^1 hug stianglers, deceased Ajipi’OAcrs of the J'huggco 
and Daeoity Depart meiil ) 

f (3) l()th December iNdo ~ Ihrec men tra^elling from Kaeporo to Cihazeeporc, 
were found lying insensible in a House at Cl wan Clhaf, one only slightly so, who 
soon reeoiered and then charged the Voliee with rohhnig them. However, on 
examination tlndr property was found all eorreet, and this man, who was a IWro- 
hut, was himsi'lf snspeeted, but nothing eoidd he jirovnl iigainsi him. 'I'he drug 
was administered in food made from Hour and nee piircluised at a Biiiinya’s shop 
[ at the spot . 

^ VoLiCK AimiiNtsiHATiON Eitout “ Tn one murder and one robbery, in both 
2 < of which tlio I’oliee faded, the crimes were ( ((mnuded by iiiofeshioiml I’oisoiierB." 
(.No special reports of these eases wctc received in this Ollui'. 

1 ( Doi.K’K Administration RrroHT Tn the ease of iLltem])t (at murder) — one 
^ ^of poisoning — but not by a professional- the .Defendant was eonvieU'd.” 


14 4 Districts, 




" According to the rolieo Administration Report the eases niiinhercd 6 only, 
namely, one attended with iiiunicr and 4 otherwise. Hut the Report does not 
distinctly shew wliether IImto were .'i eases, or 4 only. 

jNsi’Ki’TOK Glnfual Volu'K : JVliinlcr by J^)i8()u 1 case. -There were 4 case* 

of administering poisonous drugs for the sake of robbery- all, I hilieve, by 
professional jiuisoners. In one easo the victim died, and in tlie other tliroo 
they reeovereil. In all tho Police were unsuccessful. It is remurkuhlo Unit theao 
eases occurred in the very districts in winch such erimes would liavo lieeii ex- 
pected ; viz., 2 in Nimar, which is the thorough fare of the noiniidie criminal 
tribes passing between (.Vnlrul India m tlie Deccan, and 2 in rJuhbidpore.” (Me- 
mo,— It would seem from this tliut the Inspector (Jeiiend Police has omitted from 
i tho series, tlie eases in Dunioh and Hhuiidura ami one ot the .luhbidjiore eases.) 

“ I may mention in this place that as no ease of Thuggee was reported or sus- 
pected to have occurred during the year, and as tlie mimher of eases of Daeoity 
has sensibly diniinislied, 1 belieie 1 may eonfldi ntly iissi rt tliat up to the present 
time, no ill elleets liave been exjierieneed from the nbolilion of the 4’liuggeo and 
Daeoity Department in the ProMiiee.” (Mkmo. 'llns remark has also been 
quoted under the Central Provinees in the Dm-oily Statement for bSHS quod vide) 
CiiiKF (’OMMIHMONER “ Passing brielly to details, Mr. 'i’eniple observe* that, 
of murder, ilu-i’e was no e.ase by Thugs, only one ease by Daeoits, and only one by 
Poisoning. C'onsidcring the number of eases that used to occur, he regard* the 
l^attoinmeiit oi the above number a* a happy result. ” 

(End of Central Provinces for 18G5.y 


Tbo Paper* of Criminal Statistics for Madras for 1865, exliibit a list of 100 
crime* of kinds, in none, however, of which the erinio of poisoning is distinctly 
specified. 

They shew that there were 233 case* of murder, 102 of grievous hurt and 169 of 
hurt, which probably include some cases of adininistenng poison, but no case 
thereof is Bpecially shewn, whether in the Criminal Statistics, in the Administra- 
tion Report, or in the Annual Report of the Administration of the Madrid 
Prcfiideney. 

As, however, among tho Section* of the Indian Penal Code under which the 
cases of “grievous hurt” and“}iurt” are lumped together, appear those part ieular 
Bociions (324, 326, 326 and 328) whU'h refer to vases of hurt bg means of poisons, 
it is to bo concluded that the eases indicated, certainly do include some instances 
of that particular crime, but there are no means of deducing the actual number 
thereof from tho Returns received in this Otllce. 

Polio* Administration Report : — “There was no cose of Thuggee.” 


(End of Madras for 18G5.; 
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Abstract Statement of reported Voisoning cases throughout British Territory in the year 18G5, 
as gathered from the several Bolice Administration Beports and other sourceSy tnz, : 


^ Bengal; 


North Western Provinces; .. 


Oiulh; 


Piinjab, 


Central PremneeS; 


MadraS; 


Bombay; . 


Mysore and Coorg, 


Hydra bad Assigned Districts, 


Total reported eases e\eludin< 
Three Administrations; . . 


50 


11 


4(1! 


e An Appendix lo Iho present Stafeinent gives a partieular aeeoiint of tho speeial 
j invesligalions ('ondiieted in IJengal in regard lo tlio crimo of poisoning, ns extract* 
(.ed from tho J^olico Administration llujiort. 
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f Jllcvrn cnscs of murder or attom])l8 to murder, by strangling, have been noticed 
in tlic present Statement for as much ua tliey are wortli, viz., 1 in Ihuigal, 2 in 
j tho North Western Proviuees, 4 in Oudh, 2 in tho Punjab and 2 in Pombay. 

1’he two latter were doubtful cases, i. o., whether attributable to poison or to 
[^strangulation. 


I. 


Genl. Superintendent's Office, 

Delhi, [)ih May, 18(18. 


CHAS. IlERYEY; Colonel, 

Genl, Snpdt. of Op(rations for I he Supression 
of Thm/(/ee and Dacoity, 





APPENDIX 1 

A('eomp((nyi)t(j Thuggee Slalement fur being Extraet jxnuis.^S) to 19Go/ 

the' Police Administration Peportfor Bengal for the year 18Gi>. 

“ \s tlio rooonls of tlicsc oases coutaiu ninoh interostiii}; and usoful information, 1 think 
It well to ent(‘r here into a rather (h'tailed aeeonnt of Mr. lleily's proeeedinj^^s/' 

“ Immediately on ireeipt of orders, Mr. Hedy proceeded to Patna with tlie Special In- 
spector, Haboo Nohokisto (ihosc, and six Constables. Prom his experience in dcalinj^ with 
crimes whicli are jierpetraicd by organized bodies, lie was aware that it is only by means of 
i'onfcssions, or what is generally known as the ‘ ajfprover system/ that he could hope to break 
up the jj;angs whi(*h e\idently infesU'd the Districts of Bhaugulpore, Moiij^hyr and Patna. 

At Patna he learnt that two men named Lutchniun «and Kooshroo liad been committed 
to the Sessions by the late Dacoity Commissioner of the Hehar Division, Mr. Vincent, for 
aclmiiiisterin”- druj^s to travellers, and had hcvn sentenced to ten years^ imiirisoiimcnt by the 
Sessions ('ourt in 1803. On examining the proceedings of the case, it was clear that these 
two men ladongcd to a of jioisoncrs j and that tlunr accom[)lices had cscajicd at the time 
they were arrested by the Police, lie applied to the (Commissioner of Patna for permission 
to see the prisoners, Lntehmun airl Kooshroo. 31iis he was pi'rmitted to do. These two 
iiKMi had fortunately been retained in the Jail at Patna, because they could weave towels and 
were useful in the jail manufaetorv.” 

“He saw Ijutehmun and Koosliroo in the presence of the Jailor; Koosliroo at onec 
refused to give any information ; Init Lutchmun at first hesitated, and then made afnll’eon- 
fession, giving up the names of his accomplices, and detailing several eases in whicJi he had 
taken a part. INlr. Ueily applied to the Magisirate to record the confession of the prisoner, 
'fliis confession was taken on tlic .^.2nd April 1805.’^ 

Before acting on it he determined to test its truth. 3'hc men Lutchmun named as his 
accomplices were.* These men were found to be actually living in the 
places named by Lutchmun. Zalim was employed as a Chupprassce 
in the Bhaiignlpore Collectors Oniee, and on biniig arrested made a full 
confession. Bolie Bux had absconded to Cudh after LutehmuiPs ar- 
rest, and had there been arrested on a charge of being connected with a 
gang of poisoners in that Province. Jcliim xvas arrested at Bhaiigul- 
pore, and in his evidence before the Magistrate corrolxmitcd LutehmuiPs statement to the eftect 
that Zalim, Ijaljee, Soobratee and Bolie Bux wandered about the country ostensibly in com- 
pany with two naiitch girls ; but that their real oceu])ation was to drug travellers. Buudooah 
had been arrested in a ease of poisoning, and had been sentenced to seven years' transporta- 
tion I y the Sessions C^urt in the Khyrabad Division in (Judh, where he had gone with Laljec 
and Bolie Bux. The former was implicated in the same case, but had made his csc%c out 
of the hands of the Police. Choolic Misr had Ix^en twice arrested on a charge of drugging a 
woman within the Moiighyr Fort, and owed his escape to the way in which the proceedings 
were conducted in the Joint Magistrate's Court. This Choolic Misr had absconded from 
.Monghyr and had enlisted as a Police Constable at Bhaugulporc, Avhcrc he died only a week 
previous to Lutchmun's confession. The above facts were corroborative of the truth of 
Lutehmun's statement." 

Not satisfied with this, Mr. Rcily tested some of the cases mentioned in the confession 
by visiting the places named. The first ea.se in .which Lutchmun was engaged was one which 
he described as having occurred at Kal/ee Ghat near Calcutta. He stated that after ^vorship- 


’‘l Zalim. 

'J, Holi#Eux. 
a Jclum. 

4, iluiulooiili. 

5 Soobnift‘<‘. 

(J. (.'hoolio Misr. 
7 Hi’boo. 

8. Luljee. 
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ping Kallee, the gang put up in the house of a Pundah, where three other travellers had also 
remained for the night. The travellers made preparations to cook their dinner ; Lutchmun 
observed that Zalim^ Laljee, Soboo and Soobratcc whispered together. The travellers were 
cooking ' turkaree ' (vegetable curry). Zalirn who had the bag with the ^ booknee/ or poison, 
went up to them with Laljee. The latter asked for some fire, and when the attention of the 
travellers was taken up in giving tire to Laljee, Zalim dexterously managed to throw a quan- 
tity of the powder into the pot in wliieh the curry was cooking. The travellers partdok of 
that curry with their rice. About 11 oV*lock at night they began to wander in their minds. 
Upon this Zalim and Laljee led them into the hut, where the latter dropped down insensible. 
The others then helped themselves to all the travellers had ; obtaining 150 Rupees in cash 
and other property.’^ 

Mr. Keily went with Lutchmun to Kallee Ghaut, — the latter pointed out the house 
where the case had occurred. It was discovered that a Chowkeydar at Kallee. Gbaut, rccoL 
lected the eireumstance. The drugged men, it appears, were found insensible in the morning 
and were reported as drunk. One of the men lived at Kidderpqre, near the Bridge. On 
enquiring there, one Jaddee, an inhabitant of Furreedpore, was found, who stated that his 
brother, Uguooy had lived there about two and half years ago ; that he had gone home spitting 
blood and died two months after his return. T^gnoo had stated at home that he and two 
others had been robbed at Kallee Ghaut of every thing they possessed. Ilis brother had been 
ill ever since the night in question. A neighbour, Gungaram TIalwie, stated that Ugiioo had 
lived there, and that he had heard him say he w^as rohbed at Kallee Ghaut. Muniia, another 
neighbour, told the same story, adding that Ugnoo had shortly after left for his home. If 
Ugnoo had been living ho would probably have recognized Lutchmun and Zalim; but as he 
was dead it was useless to go further into the ease?-. There is little doubt, however, that 
Ugnoo had died from the effects of the poison whi(;h had been administered to him at Kallee 
Ghaut ; the companions of Ugnoo on that night were not discovered.’^ 

Lutchmun further stated that after the Kallee Ghaut affairs they proceeded by rail to 
Raneegungc, and there alighted with a number of travellers who were going IFesi, they 
joined these travellers and went with them till they came to a “ chuttee” about five or 
six miles from Raneegungc. There the travellers cooked their dinner; Zalim and Laljee 
placed the booknee or powder in three bits of paper, and managed to throw these papers into 
the three pots in which the travellers were cooking their food. The travellers became insen- 
sible; when the gang helped themselves to the money that was tied round their waists, and 
went off on the Baddeenathjee road. Mr. Rcily went with liutchmun to the Hoodie's shop, the 
scene of the occurrence, aud found that the story told by him was quite true. Trav^ers had 
been drugged there and robbed; information had also been given to the Police, but it was 
impossible to trace the travellers owing to the imperfect record kept of the case.’" 

These two cases, and others which came out during the investigation, proved that on 
the whole Lutchmun^s statements were to be depended upon.^^ 


A case had occuiTcd in the Patna District in which two Brahmins, named Rameshur 
and Nitanund, had been djmggcd at Bykutpore under rather pecu- 
The Bykutpore Case. circumstauces. On the road to Patna t^icy met two boys who 

offered them a silver bangle for sale, on the pretence that they had no money to proceed to 
Juggernauth. A little further on the road they met another traveller, who tested the bangle 
and valued it at Rupees 17. This traveller was anxious to purchase the bangle, but declared he 
had no ready cash, but as his house was close by he begged the two Brahmins to advance the 
money ; this, after some hesitation, they did, as the traveller was a well dressed man, and 
they were to retain the bangle in their possession. After a while the traveller went into 
Burhea and never reappeared. The two Brahmins after waiting some time proceeded towards 
Bykutpore, and when near the chuttee" two other travellers joined them. These men went 
with them to the Moodie^s shop and purchased for them some rice and doll, &c. The Brah- 
mins after eating the food became insensible, and when they recovered their senses they found 
the two travellers had fled with the bangle and every. thing they possessed. The Police had 
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anrested Buglookar, of Burhea, as he had been identified by the two Brahmins as one of the 
men wlio had drugged them. The case was made over to the Detective Superintendent at 
this stage. It is well known that these poisoners generally hunt in couples with such of their 
relatives as they can trust. Bugloo was therefore casually asked for the names of his rela- 
tives. He gave the names of six members of his family.^' 

Mr. Roily went to BiirheA with the Special Inspector and one of the Brahmins named 
Kamcsluir. The District Superintendent of Monghyr accompanied him. Tota Singh, one of 
the Zemindars of Burliea, whose ^ ww/Zir N)r slave Bugloo was, was n'quested to produce the 
relatives named by Bugloo. With one exception, they were readily produced, and Rameshur 
declared that Bugloo^s companion was not amongst them. The one exception was a man named 
JebuH, Bugloo^s cousin and brother-in-law. Tota Sing d('elared he was not in the village. 
After a great many excuses, however, Jebun was produced ; he was at once identified by 
Rameshur as the companion of Bugloo. 'fhe Moodie and his son also recognized Bugloo and 
Jebun as the men who had put up in their sho]) that night, and who could not be found in the 
morning when the two Brahmins were found insensible. On this evidence the Magistrate 
committed Bugloo and Jebun for trial to the Court of Sessions. The Sessions Judge of 
Bhauguljjoye after a lengthened trial acquitted both.^^ 

The Judge noted in his judgement, tliat the description given to the Police by the 
men who had been drugged, of the men who were in their company when they became insen- 
sible, did not in all respects agree with the appearance of the poisoners ; second, that the 
identification of Jebun at Burhea was not entirely satisfactory.'^ 

With reference to the first point, it may be remarked that it is well known that persons 
suffering from the effects of Duttoorah do not regain firll possesion of their memory in the 
generality of instances for some days ; and the description written down by the Police was 
recorded almost immediately after the men had partially regained consciousness ; and it is j)os- 
sible that though conscious they had at that time no distinct and accurate recollection 
of the persons by whom they had been drugged. Further, as the description is in the usual 
stereotyped style of all Police Descriptive Rolls, it was probably supplied by the Officer who 
recorded it. To place, therefore, a description of such doubtful character in opposition to the 
4eliberate evidence on oath of the Brahmins and that of the shop keeper and his son appeared 
somewhat strange, cs],>ecially when these witnesses had no possible cause of enmity or spite 
against the prisoners." 

** With reference to the second point it may be as well to quote the words of the Magis- 
trate in h's report to the Commissioner of the Division on this case, ^ Mr. Reily in his de- 
position on oath detailed all the circumstances under which the identification at Burhea took 
place, and which, with all deference, I consider to be entirely satisfactory.' 

f 

*^This is the first case. No conviction was obtained, but the Commissioner of the Divi- 
sion, in his letter No 36 of the 17th Aujfust 1865, states 'that after reading the papers care- 
fully he comes to the conclusion that the Superintendent displayed great detective ability, and 
is entitled to high praise for the patience and skill with which he prosecuted his enquiries.' 
It is only necessary further to remark that the Patna prisoners, Lutchmun and Kushroo, are 
also residents of Burhea, and also ^ (jolams^ of the same Zemindars. It is not to be denied that 
the Zemindars have never reported any of these eases, and from the manner in which Tota 
Sing endeavoured to protect Jelmii, and the aid he afforded to Bugloo in this case, it is not 
stretching a point to believe that he is implicated with these poisoners, and that he protects 
the gang at Burhea. The Mongliyr Police have been directed to keep a watch ov('r Tcjta Sing 
and his ^ golams/ Bugloo, Jebun and others of the gang in that notorious village. 

“ On his arrest by the Special Inspector, Zulim confessed two ciuses of poisoning ; one 
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Sumbarsali in the Monghyr District, which Lutchmun had already mentioned; and another 
in which a fruit-seller had Ijccn drugged at Pccr-Pointcc. Ho 
named in his confessions others, who had cither joined the gang 
after Lutehmim’s arrest, or who had belonged to it unknown to 
Lutehmnn. These men arc named in the margin.” 

“ At this stage of proceedings Mr. Roily was startled on* the 
morning of the 30th April by hearing tliat three men had been 
poisoned at Rahir Chowkey within a few miles of the Monghyr Fort, and that two of them had 
died from the effect of the poison.” 

» On the 29th of April the Police sent in three travellers in a cart whom they had found 
lying insensible at Bahir Chowkey. One of them had died on the road ; the other two reached 
the hospital, one in a state of coma and the other delirious. The first died shortly after his 
arrival. The two men who died were Sonars, or Goldsmiths, and had died evidently suffering 
much pain ; the skin on their backs, shoulders, ami elbows had been rubbed oft by rolling on 
the groiim/in their agony. This must have ocmirrcd before they became insensible, and were 
found by the Police. The third man, Ramchirretto, recoveri^d and stated before the Magis- 
trate that he had come from Purncah and was on his way home to Arrali. That on the 
morning of the 28th of April he reached Madawah. There he met five Rajpoots, the two 
Sonars,^™! two Kormees; they travelled together. In the afternoon the Rajpoots remained 
behind', as one of them fell ill. The two Sonars and the two Koormces came on with him to 
Bahir Chowkey; they put up there for the night and made preparation for dinner. It was 
too late to cook, they therefore made ‘ mnknees’ (that is hand-bread with spiecd sntloo 
inside.) The flour was purchased at the Moodic’s shop, but the suttoo was supplied by the 
Koormees. The two Sonars ate together. Ramehirretto lieing a Brahmin ate by himself, and 
the Koormees by themselves. He observed that the Sonars hail eaten the whole of the 
muknees they hiul prepared. He himself had eaten only half of what he had prepared, 
as he thought they had a disagreeable taste. After a while he felFgiddy and found his memory 
failing. One of the Koormees tried to lead him to the spot where the Sonars were lying, 
but he escaped from his clutches and recollects that lie staggered on and fell down senseless. 
He stated that he liclievcd he and the Sonars had Irccn poisoned by means of the suttoo 
given to them by the two Koormees. He described the two Koormces, one as taller than 
the other. Both dark, and the short man about 40 years of age. 

The first step was to intercept the five Rajpoots, and, if possible, the two Koormees. 
The Detective Constable, Oodun Sing, with some Police from Monghyr, was sent with 
Ramchirretto by rail to Patna, with instructions to walk back on the Patna road. As antici- 
pated they met the five Rajpoots who wore brought into Monghyr. One of them, Bissessur, 
had spoken to the Koormces and declared he could rocognisc them if he met them again. 

“The men that had been arrested on Zalira’s confession now came into use. On 
reading to thera|^c description given of the two Koormees by Ramchirretto, one of them, 
Nutthoo, declared that the description suited Soodiu Bahdar, Beharec Bahdar, and Bliyrub 
and Hurrcc Sonars. The Magistrate of Monghyr not^d down this statement of Nutthoo’s.” 

“ Tlie Special Inspector was deputed to Bhaugiilixire with Ramchirretto to arrest these 
men. He found that Beharce had just returned to his house. The moment Ramchirretto 
saw him at a distance, he declared that he was one of the two Koormees. Beharce finding 
himself recognized and diargcd with the murder of the two Sonars, confessed ; and was at once 
taken before the Magistrate of Bhaugulporc, who recorded his confession on that very day, 
viz., the 18th of May 18(15'. In his eoiifes,sion he implicated his uncle, Soodin. On his being 
brought to Monghyr he was recognized by Bissessur. His confession corroborated the story 
told by Ramehirretto. Beharce stated tliat Soodin Imd mixed the poison with ' suttoo.’ ” 

“ The Special Inspector now turned his attention to arrest Soodin. It appears that he 
was arrested by Torab Sing, Head Constable of the Bhaugulporc Police, who, on receipt of a 
bribe of Rs. 40 let him go. The charge was proved, and the Constable was sentenced by the 
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Magistrate of Bhaiigulpore to six months" imprisonment. It was then ascertained that Soodiu 
had started for the Nepaul Frontier with his wife and cliildreu. Two detective Coibtables 
were sent after him. They had never seen Soodin before, and the ditTiculty was to identify 
him. On arriving at a place called Roiterey they learnt that a traveller named Soodin, with a 
woman and two children, had put up there for two days. They induced the man in whose 
house the ti;iivcller had put up to follow them. They overtook the travellers three days after 
leaving Roiterey and the man pointed out Soodin. He was at once arrested, and on being 
charged with murder and with absconding from Bhaugulporc, he acknowledged that he was 
Soodin; but declared it was Beharee who had poisoned the travellers at Bahir Chowkey. On 
his being brought to Monghyr he was identified by both Ramchirretto and Bisscssur. On 
being taken befor(^ the Magistrate of Monghyr he confessed tliat he and Beharee W('re the 
culprits ; but that Beharee had iniicd poison with the suttoo ; he also confessed to two other 
easc^ of poisoning.” 

The District Superintendent of ghyr was then requested to collect ris many of the 
men as he could who had been drugged within the last twelve months. Amongst these was 
Kenoo Joolah, who was taken to the Magistrate’s Tfajut and out of about forty prisoners, picked 
Beharee and Soodin, as the two men who had drugged and robbed him in September last on 
the road between Bhaugulporc and Monghyr. llis previous description of the prisoners to 
the Police also tallied with the appearance of Soodin and Behan'e. The prisoners were fur- 
ther identified by two other victims, viz., Rajiib and Monohur Sing in the same manner."" 

On the evidence being laid before the Magistrate of Monghyr he committed Soodin 
and Beharee for trial to the Court of Sessions on a charge of murder. The prisoners were 
tried before the Session Judge and were sentenced to capital punishment. The case was heard 
in the High Court on the 18th July 1805. The Judges recorded that, ^ a severe sentence 
was imperatively called for, in order to check, if possible, the spi’cad of a crime so fatal to 
society and so difficult of detection. We therefore confirm the sentence of death passed on 
both the prisoners," The Judges further added that, Mn our opinion the Detective Snper- 
^ intendent, Mr, Roily, deserves great credit for the manner he has dealt with this case, and 
‘ for tlic complete chain of evidence which he has obtained under circumstances of so much 
‘ difficulty." "" 

The prisoner Beharee, after his arrest, stated that Rajbullub and (louree Dosad were 
the companions of Soodin in his poisoning expeditions. On enquiry it was found ^hat these 
two men had previously been charged with drugging travellers. The District Superintendent 
of Bhaugulporc was asked to arrest these men. On the 15th June 1865 the Inspector of 
Bhaugulporc brought Rajbullub to Monghyr. He was identified at once dy Beharee, Nottoo, 
and Zaliin, and on that very day he confessed before the Magistrate of Monghyr, giving the 
details of twelve cases of poisoning travellei’s in which he hatl been concerned."" 

“ Amongst them he mentioned that Gurboo, Dwarka, Bisnee, and himself met two tra- 
vclkrs at Madobah Bazar in October 1861; that Gurboo joined 

Tho Barcareporo Case. 

them, and after a bath purchased some suttoo which he offered 
to the travellers. The suttoo contained poison. The travellers after partaking of the suttoo 
went towards Barearepore, and when, within a mile of the Railway Station they fell and 
beeamc insensible. Gurboo took from them a tin flask containing utte)' of kewrah and some 
money, which was divided amongst them. 

As this case had only occurred seven or eight months ago, application yvas made to the 
District Superintendent of Monghyr to know if any travellers had been drugged at Barcarc- 
pore in October last. He sent the special report relating to two dead bodies which had 
been found near Barearepore on the 10th October 1864. The bodies had been examined by 
the Civil Surgeon, who stated that the deceased had died of poison. Two Bengalee receipts 
of the Collector of Tolls on the Bhagirutty River at Santipore had been found on the bodies. 
By means of these papers the Police had ascertained that the travellers had left one Domuii 
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Manjie's boat, and were on their way to Ghazeepore . with a tin flask of uller of kewrah. A 
reward iad been offered, but no clue was then obtained/' 

Rajbullub’s confession was thus corroborated by the Police records. It was then 
determined to search Gurboo's house, and the Detective Inspector was deputed to do so. This 
Officer on the 17th of June searched Gurboo's house in Kumur'^unge in the presence of his 
father, Sooklal, the Zemindar of the village, and other residents. A tin flask with-*some u//er 
of kewrah still in it was found by one Poraish in a small room, in which dried cakes of cow- 
dung were stacked, concealed in the cakes. Tlie Detective Inspector traced Gurbooto Bhau- 
gulpore, where he was arrested on the 18th of June. Dwarka was arrested at Monghyr on 
the 21st of June, and Bisnee was traced to Slmrkundah in the Rajmchal District, by a 
Detective Constable, who arrested him on the 9th August and took him to Monghyr on the 
10th. lie was taken before the Magistrate to whom he confessed that he had been concerned 
in several poisoning cases, and among others in this case, confirming RajbulluVs stor^^ln 
every particular. The Magistrate t jok him at once to the jail where he singled out Gurboo 
and Dwarka from a large number of prisoners. w 

*^The District Superintendent of Jounporc was applied to and requested to send in Do- 
mun Manjcc, in whose boat it appeared the two travellers had come, and the District Super' 
intendent of Ghazeepore was requested to send in Madaree Bu\, the Merchant who had hired 
the boat of Domun Manjee. From the evidence of these two men it appeared tliat Madaree 
Bux, who is a scent Merchant at Gliazeepore, had dispatched Domun Maujie's boat laden with 
rose-water in charge of Booka to his agent, Noor Allic, in Calcutta, where the boat arrived in 
August. Noor Allic dispatched it on the 10th vSeptember 18fil< to Ghazeepore with a freight 
of empty bottles and kewrah water. Booka, it was, intended .shonld goby /and with a tin 
flask of kewra ////er ; but having been taken ill in Calcutta, he went up the river in the boat 
and left it a few miles above Bhaugulpore, accompanied by his cousin, Kurreembux, intending 
to proceed by land, taking with them the tin flask of kewrah f///er, and the two toll receipts. 
Domun Manjcc in criarge of the boat reached Ghazeepore with the freight, and there dis- 
covered that Biikoo and Kurreembux had not arrived. It was also ascertained that they had 
not since been heard of. The jittcndance of Noor Allie with his account books was procured. 
He shewed from his books that he had ])urchased on the 10th September 50 Rupees worth of 
kewrah w/Ar, and had dispatched the same in a tin flask in charge of Bekoo. He identified 
the tin flask, which was also recognized by Domun Manjcc/' 

^‘Tbe Magistrate took Rajbullub and Bisnee S(>j)aratcly to point out the place where they 
had left the two travellers after robbing them. The Magistrate has recorded that they each 
pointed out the It was proved from the evidence of the Police that the 

two dead bodies were found on the lOth of October in that spot” 

“The whole of this evidence was laid before the Magistrate who made Rajbullub and 
Bisnee witnesses for the Crown, under Section 209 of Act XXV. of 18 >1, and committed Gur- 
boo and Dwarka for trial to the Court of Sessions on a charge of murder." 

“ The prisoners were tried before the Sessions Jud^'e, who, on the'20th of September 1805, 
sentenced Gurboo to capital punishment, and Dwarka to transportation for life. The finding 
of the tin flask on Gurboo was cimsidercd strong corroboration of the approver's evidence ; 
and sufficiently indicating that Gurboo, as alleged by the witnesses, was the cMef agent in the 
destruction of these unfortunate travellers. The case was heard before the High Court on the 
25th of January 186;), when the sentence of death passed on Gurboo was confirmed, and fur- 
ther evidence w!is called for with regard to Dwarka." 

“ From the confession of Rajbullub^it appeared that there is a gang of poisoners at Col- 
gong, near Bhaugulpore; and that on one occasion Bhoodoo, Phooloo, Nuncoo, Mahir, Ilurree 
Sing, and Talah Chowkeydar and Phoodoo had murdered three men on the Darjeeling road at 
Shawraguddy, and that part of the property belonging to these men was still in the possession 
of Hurree and Mahir. On searching the house of Mahir a Nepaul instrument called ^ Phulsee^ 



■\v;is fuiind. Ou this Malilr, lEurrce, and Talah were arrested; ami they confessed before the 
Majxistratc not only to the Shawra^uddy murdei's, but also to one near 001*^011;;.” . 

“They stated that the gang in May last went out on a poisoning expedition under tin* 
^ , pretence of going out hunting. Whilst returning they met a tra- 

Ihe Colguug case. ^ J 

• veller at Ramzaniporc. This traveller restiul under a tree, ami 

having takers out some siittoo left it for a few minutes in order to fetch water from a well 
close by. Roodoo took some powder, wnippcd iti paper, from his ])mieli and gave it to Pboo- 
loo, wlio mixed it with tlic suttoo. The traveller returned, partook of the suttoo, and walked 
on, the gang walking behind him. After proecediiig about two miles^ the traveller fell and 
became insensible ; when Bhoodoo robbed him of some property and 21 Rupees whieh was 
divided among the gang. The traveller died wlicrc he fell. The Chowkeydar of the rillage 
Jangoowas in league with the gang, and being a relative of Tola (diowkeydar disposed of the 
(leml body by iiuliieing some Malunnedan D/iobers who lived near tlie s])ot to bury the bofly, 
telling them that the traveller wa.^ of the Dhohee caste. The body was buried near the tree 
where the traveller fell ; it was not hnritd in the usual burial jdaec' of the village. The three 
eonfessing prisoners took the Detective Inspector to tlie spot wliere the l)ody was l)iiried. 
On excavating the place a skull and skeleton W(‘rc discovered.’' 

In this ease tluTo were three confessions supported ])y the evidence of the Dhobees. 
There was tlie evidenei^ of siwcral witnesses to prove that the [irisoiH'rs had gone out together 
ou a shooting expedition, and tlierc was tlic finding of tlie skull and skideton. The Magis- 
trate made Mahir Oueen’s evidence and eommithal Ifnrree and Tola Ohowkeydar for trial to 
the Sessions, when;, on the L'lth or.lannary ISdO, tliev were sentenced to Iransportalion for 
life. This sentence was eoiitirmed by tjie High Court on tin; 1 Kh April ISOO. Tin* Jirlge 
directed the ]\1agistrate also to eoimnit for trial Rhooloo, Bhoodoo and Miinkoo.” 

“ It further appeared from tin* confession of Rajbnllub that about tlina' years ago Sook- 
roen, Mabir, Pliooloo, Tijla Cliowkeydar, Koonjnl, ami J nggomolmn went on a poisoning 
expedition with lliirrei' Sing to Pnrm^ab. They were nnsneeessful while going to lliat [ilaee, 
but when ri'turiiing tla-y met at t>ban ragiidily tline travellers ri‘tnniing from Darji'cliiig, who 
were on tlieir way to Diiiapori'. I’ajbullnl) staled a,s follows: • 

‘ \A’c joined thes(‘ travelho’s, ami, al’liu* going some distam e with them, lliinre Sing 
^ [iroposi'd (l»at we should get some refn'sliment. U’e then went 
The S]iawnigu(l;ly civi* ‘ to till' Ihizaar and brought two annas worth of swei'tmeats ami 

^ some .wk//r orsngar. After bathing, we gave some of (Im sweet- 
‘ meats to the Iravellers, and, liaving prepared two luialis of slmrbnt with the sukur, into one 
^ lotah wc put poison, and Inimh'd it to the travellers, while in iheoiu' we kept, there was no 
^ poison. The travellers drank the shnrhut, and we altogether starled on our journey. About 
‘ a mile from the Bazaar the travellers fell down senseless close to each other. Tliirn'c Sing 
^ said, ^separate, it will not do for so many of ns iolie seen togetlnu’.’ Sookreeri, .liiggomohun, 

^ Koonjul and I went ou ahead about tliree or four hundred yards, and sat under a tree. After 
‘ about an hour Phooloo, ^lahir, Ilnrree Sing and Tolah Clmkeydar came up to ns saying 
^ we have brought all thev liad,^ and fluy slunvial ns about 80 or 10 Baipis's. OOiey also, 
Mironght a/>//M/A*« and a iSVpanl bhoojafee and a amllotah.’ They said ‘ the men are 
' dead.’ The money was divided hidween ns. One of the travellers was a Dosai/, one a 
' Chummar, .and tlie third a Goulak. Wo had learnt fnnn them that they were returning 
' from Darjeeling, where they had followed some Sepoys, ami were on their wav to Dinapore. 

‘ Ilurree Sing took tlio phiilsa and the hhoojalec. The former he gave to Mahir/ ” 

“ On the arrest of Sookrceii, he made a confession corroborating that of Rajhnllnh in 
every particular. Ou the arrest of ^M alii r, Hnrrec Sing, Tolah Chowkeydar, ami Phooloo, 
they each made a similar confession before the Magistrates of Mongliyr ami Bhaiignlpore. 
Juggomohun and Koonjul have not been arrested. As far as could ])e, learnt, tlic former had 
been imprisoned in a case of poisoning, and the latter was reported to be dead. Hiirrce ami 
Tolah Chowkeydar were sentenced to transportation in the Colgong ease, in whieli IMaliir was 
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made Queen^s evidence. Rajbullub was made Quficn^s evidence in the utter case at Bufcarc- 
porc, and Sookrccii in another case of murder j there 1 ‘emained only Phoodoo, who was com- 
mitted for trial to the Court of Sessions by the Magistrate of Bhaugulpore. The case was 
tried by the Sessions Judge of that District, and Phoodoo was sentenced to transportation for 
life on the 19th of March 1866.^^ 

Nothoo as already mentioned confessed to several cases of poisoning. Most of these 
cases were tested by the Special Inspector and were found to be correct ; but in several the 
sufferers, unfortunately, could not be traced, having either died or gone to their houses in 
distant parts of the country/^ 

In one case which occurred a few months previous at Godic on the line of rail, Nothoo 
nieutioned that he and Mooseedeen, (since dead) Sunkur Dosad, 
llic Oodiccuae. and Baucc Danookhad drugged a Modee. He was taken to Godie 

and pointed out Kanie Moodee’s shop. On enquiring it was ascer- 
taiiunl that Kanie Moodee had been drugged, and his ncighl)ours stated that they recollected 
the circumstance well. Kanie, on seeing Nothoo, Sunkur and Bance, identified them before the 
Magistrate of Monghyr; picking them out of twenty or thirty people, among whom the pri- 
soners bad been purposely placcd.^^ 

It appeal's that the prisoners had failed one day in April IHGo, while out on a poisoning 
expedition, to find any victims, and they determined to drug the Modee who was reported to 
be rich. Sunkur accordingly dressed himself as a ^ Gosaiu/ or priest, and Aloosecdccn, 
Nothoo, and Banco represented themselves as his or disciples. They sat themselves 

down before the shop. Sunkcr began to act the priest, miittcn'd muuturs, performed poojah, 
and passed on the or offering, to his pretended disci [)les, who kept the same in 
their hands as they knew it was drugged. They then ottered a portion of their oflcring to 
Kanie Modee, who at first refused to eat' it, hut h(‘ing told it was * pers/iail/ he atq it. Hie result 
was, as usual, gradual insensibility preeded by delirium. KaJiic as stated by his neighbours, 
who w'crc examined as witnesses in the case, rolled on the ground in agony, and after his 
recovery told them how he had been poisoned. On seeing him in this state, his neighbouis 
WTiit to his shop and, as his sftvuess had attracted notice, the pretended priest and his disci- 
ples decamped without having an opportunity of robbing the Alodee. In this case Nothoo s 
confession was corroborated by Kanie, who clearly and satisfactorily identified the prisoners, 
and who, according to the defence of the prisoners, had never know n them before, and consc- 
(juently could have no ill will or spite against them. The Magistrate committed Sunkur 
Dosad and Banee Danook for trial before the Court of Sessions. They were tried before the 
Judge of Bhaugulpore and sentenced on the Gth of January 1866 to ten ycars^ transportation. 
IMie prisoners appealed to the High Court, where the sentence was confirmed on the 4th of 
April 1866.^^ 

AU the (‘iiqiiirics intodhese cases of poisoning confirm the fact that drugging was in- 
troduced into the Bhaugulpore and Patna Districts by Ifitrree Sonar iiml Btny rub Sonar j who 
had harnt the art from some men who came from Oadh. Every effort, therefore, was made to 
arrcjst Bhyrub and Ilurree. Bhyriib has not been fouhd to this day, but after some difficulty 
Hurrcc Sonar was arrested. On his being arrested, he admitted that he was the ^ Ostad or 
Master of all the poisoners in the District, lie, however, before the Magistrate of Monghyr, 
confessed to only three eases of poisoning. In two eases, no trace of the victims mentioned 
by him could be found ; but in the third case, which occurred at Suffeabad near Monghyr, 
the travellers who were drugged had been sent to the charity hos- 
The Suffeabad Case. pital, where they had been under medical treatment for several 

days, and where their names, Jetoo and Batjit were entered in the 
Register. lu the Police investigatiou which had been held at the time the residence of 
the travellers was mentioned. After some difficulty they were traced and sent in by the 
District Superintendent of Gya. On their arrival at Monghyr, they in the presence of the 
Magistrate, both identified Hurree SQuar, and Hurree, himself, admitted that these were 
the men whom he had drugged. The Magistrate committed the prisoner for trial to the 





[ i' ] 


Court of Sessions on liis own confession, rorrol)onitc(l by (lie testiinoiiy of bis victims. Tlic 
entries in tlic Register of the eliarity hospital and the record of tlie Police investigation proving; 
that tliese men liad been druj^j^ed. Tlie Mm^dee also in whose sliop tlie dru^f^iu" oeeurred 
ideiitihed the travellers, and proved that tliey had i)een drujrged by a man wdio had deeamped* 
Tim prisoner was tried by the Sessions Jud^o of Rhauf;ulpore, who on the )21)th of January 
si'iiteneed h’^m to ten yearns transportation. On the ap[K'al of the ])risoiu'r, the ease was heard 
bel ore the Hi ^‘h Court, m here the sentence passed hy the Sessions Jud^^e was eontirmed on 
the ‘2Sth ^lart'h 

“ Nothoo in his confession named Phoolehand and fourteiMi othin* persons as lK*Iou};‘in;i: to 
tlu' ; and, from eu([Miries made by the Sp('(Mal Inspector in the villaj^e of Kot^ar, it w;is 
prov(Hl that Nothoo ’s statement was correct, and tliat tlu'se imm formed a ^an^' of proh’ssional 
pni^oiK'rs. A warrant was ol)tain<‘d for their a[>preh(‘nsion. Phoolehand was captured by the 
l)eti'eti\(‘ Constal)h's on the Jind July iS(ir) in Ids own house at Ivntwalec* (a villa<;e about 
('ijihteen miles fn)m lllianunlpon^) to wddeh h{#had rcecmtly removed. H(' was tahen at once 
b('fore the Ma^istrat(‘ of Mon^hyr, where on th(‘ .‘Ird of July he confi'ssed to several cas(’s of 
poisonlni;- ; amoiiii; otlun's to the murder of a Jaern Priest. 

Phooh'hand stat('(l tliat, (iO])aul, who was a servant in tiu' tc'inple, had conspinal w'ith 
Juj^^ernautli Sin^, and with ('huttenlhaive Sin;;, who was the captain of the ;;an;; of poisoiu'rs, 

. , . , and tliroui;h wdiom tlie serviei's of Mooseedei'ii (since (haul.) Sun- 

I’lmtleoka 'I'laiiplo at Uluutpui- l\ur, llaiiec 1\‘t;ir(‘e, Rama detana*, and Hhut loo dVtana*, (three 
brothers,) K.allee Dhanuek, Phoojei' llajam, and Phoolehand wu're 
secuH'd. ddiey ]ilamK'd to rob tlu' priest named Bodur Mull, whom (lopaul knew' was wealthy. 
About tliree ()r four years a;;o, oiu' evewin;; in OetoluM* dnrin;; the l)oor;;ah Poojah on tlu^ 
occasion of the ‘ tdnutsfia of the ^ liiuirnt Mclac In* met by a[)pointnn‘nt the prisoiuTs (jopaul 
Sin;; and J u,i;;;('rnaiith Sini;h. The former told him that (dmtt('rdhaiee. Sin;;, Moosecali'cn 
and others of the ;;an;; had corneas a;;iTed upon to inak(‘ an otlerin;; in the t(‘m[)le calhal 
Padooka. They bron,i;]it two ru[)ees worth of sweaTnmats, which tlu'y dividcal into four [lor- 
lions and ])ut each [Kjrtion into a ^ (hinjah^ (a basket of h‘av(‘s,) tlu'v them went into a man;;oe 
tope where (lopaul nii\ed some />onA*//cc, or [lowder, witlfthe suwadnu'ats which W('re in one 
‘ ( ropaul and .) n;!,;;ernanth went into the t(Mn[>h; and Phoolehand went wdth them. 
Then (lojiaul ;;ave tin* W/o////////’ witli the powdcT in it to (Imtterdhaia^e to offer to the ichd. 
The priest took the W/o////r/4’ and did so. Afti'r bavin;; thus offered it, he tofdv it up, as is 
the custom, and ])e;ian to divide it wdth the prisomn’s (dmttc'rdharee, (lopaul, and J n;;;;er- 
nauth. They ])revent(^d this, savin;; ^ wo have thr(‘e other we will eat of tlnan, and 

you and the servants of the temple divided this betwtam yon.’ ’fhe pri(;st them ate part of the 
(fonr/ah and left a part, (lopaul and ( Jmtterdharce divided the three dmtjahH amon;;st those 
present, and sent part throu;;h Jug;;enianth to the witness Edoo, the driver of their carria;;e, 
wlio, bein;; a Mahomedan, had remained outside, ’fids took place about 7 o’clock, and about 
0 o’clock the priest became insensible. Then Chutterdharee and (lopaul and the ;;an;; a;;reed 
to kill the priest. (Io[)aul Slni;h scpicrzed his throat, Siinkur rode on his (*h('st, J u;;;;t‘rnauth 
held his hands and .Mcjoseedeen s(pie(‘zed his private parts with his fc'ot. Tlu* ju’iest trembled 
convulsiv(‘ly and died. On this, (’hutli'ftlharia*, (ropaul and J ui;g('rnanth went into the inner 
room of the temple and took out four sacks, each about a cubit Ion;;, and ;;ave one to Phool- 
ehand to place in the carria;;e ; it.was heavy and had the rin;; of metal wdien throwm on the 
cart. Three other sacks were also jdaced in the carriage by (lo[)aul, C’hnttiTdharee and 
Juggernauth. It wais then agiT;ed that Mocjscedeen, Sunker Bhuttoo and Banoe should bring 
out the body. They took it out by the westc'rn d(3or and proceedial north. The others yoked 
the oxen to the eiirriage. (lopaul, Chutterdharee and Jugg('rnauth went in this earriagxi with 
the driver Edoo ; while Phoolehand, Rama, Kallec Dhanuek and Pluxjdoo hdlowed. They 
went as far as the Shah Jehangir Tank, when Chutterdharee told them to stop and w^ait till 
the rest came Hj3. On the arrival of the four, (’huttcrdharce asked Mooseedecn what they 
had done with the body ? Mooseedecn said, they had thrown it in a well at Nnssurkhanec. 
They then got into the carriage and all went to Cliuttcrdharcc’s house, where they took out 
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thf Phool(!liaud roceivod his sliarc of tlie booty. Gopaul was a friend of the priest 

and used to write in the temple. Gopanl and Chutterdjjaree arc ^ sirdars/ 

After liearing this confession it was necessary first to secure Edoo, who was described 
in it as tlie driv('r of the carriaj'c. If he confirmed Phoolchaiid^s strange story it was detcr- 
iniiied to go into tlie case. Tlie Detective Inspector was deputed to search for Edoo. He was 
found after some tronide, and on being taken before the Magistrate of Monghyr made the 
following statement : — 

' 'Ihrec or four years ago, about October 1801, I was a servant of Chutterdharee Sing. 

‘ OiK' cvcnitig my master told me to get the carriage ready. My master, Gopaul and Jugger- 
‘ n.intli Sing went in tlie carriage. On approaching the Shah Jehangir Tank we met Phoodoo, 

‘ Kalcc, llama, ihince, Sunkur, and Mooscedeen. The men in the carriage told us to follow. 
‘ Wv went to Padooka temple, Chutterdliaree said, Minyoke the oxen, I am going to make an 
' olh'ring to the Tluikoor.^ All the men went inside ; shortly after Gopaul and Juggernauth 
‘ cam(‘ out and went towards the Nautlmugger Jluzaar. They returned with dongahs in their 
‘ hands. Phoolchand came with them ; all three went into the temple. About 8 oVloek 
‘ Juggernauth came out and gave me some sw'eetmeats. About 10 oYdock Chutterdharee, 
‘ Gopaul and Juggernauth brought each a bag and placed them iu the carriage. I was cn- 
^ gaged ill yoking the oxen, wlicn I saw Moos(‘,edeen, Sunkur, ilhuttoo, and Pance go by with 
‘ a body and take it northwards. 1 saw it was the priesCs body, tlic hands were lianging 
^ down. Cliutterdharoe said,^Glrive (piickly.^ When wc got near the Shah Jehangir tank, 

' Chutterdharee said ^stop the carriage.^ Soon after Sunkcr, 'Mooscedeen, Paucc, and 
^ Bhuttoo came up, Clmtterdliarce asked Moosecalecu where he had put the body, he said he 
^ had tlirown it into the Mnssorkhance well. The carriage was driven to Cluittcrdharee^s 
^ house, when all went in. I did not know at first the Imsiness on which they went, I never 
* told any oik', as Chutterdharee is my master and he told me not to tell any one. I am a 
‘ poor man. 1 remained by the carriage all the time. Some one did ask me whose carriage 
' it was, I an.swered tliat Chutterdharee and Gopaul Sing had come in it.^ 

“ After this confirmation of P}lOolehand^s story, there was no doubt that a foul and 
deliberate murder had been eomniitt^d; and as the witness stated that the Padooka was a 
temple near Bhaugiilporc, the Magistrate was addressed to know if any such case had occurred, 
and, if so, to send the record relating to it.'^ 

The Magistrate sent a file of papers relating to a case in whicli two men had been 
committed to the Sessions’ on a charge of murdering the priest Bhoodur Mull. The record 
sliewed that early in the morning of the 19th Oetob(‘r 1861, two of the servants of the temple, 
Agoonee and Maliaboob, were found reeling about in the exterior court-yard of the temple 
seemingly intoxicated frora,drugs ; and the priest was nowhere to be found. On the 21st of 
October his liody ivas disco verd by chance in a dry well half filled with earth close by a 
mangoc tope about half a mile from the temple, and near the house of Mahaboohand Agoonee. 
The body of tlie priest was naked and devoid of the ornaments he usually wore, with the 
exception of a silver ring on one of the toes.” 

The old Police and the Magistrate imagined that Maliaboob and Agoonee had drugged 
themselves to screen their culpability. The Police, to make a good story of it, had deposited 
a piece of gold chain in the house of one Rughoo, which chain, it was stated, had belonged to 
the priest.” 

^ Maliaboob, Agoonee and Rughoo were committed to the Sessions on a charge of 
' murder. The Judge who tried the case exposed the iniquity of the charge regarding the dis- 
‘ eovery of the chain; observing at the conclusion of his judgment : * Notwithstanding the 

' protracted character of tlie investigation in this dark case nothing reliable has been 
^ elit^itcd. It rests entirely on the weakest and most forced conclusions, and has no either 
‘ than a Police origin and completion. The Darogah^s proceedings regarding^ it are open to 
‘ the gravest suspicions and are utterly unreliable. With these unsatisfactory results gene- 
^ rally, I think this Court ought not to have been troubled with this commitment. I acquit 
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'all the prisoners.’ Tlic murder of the priest and the cause of Ap;oouoc’s imd Afahabool/s 
intoxication remained shrouded in mystery, until tlio fa(*ts discovered by tlu! Detective 
Department threw a flood of lij^lit on this ' dark ease.’ 

" After perusal of the record, there was no doubt but that Phoolchamrs story AVas perfect- 
ly true. The difli(‘uUy Avas to obtain evidence at this distanec of time, especially when Chut- 
tcrdliarec liad since ^^piired eom])arative opnlenee, and no small influence in Bliauj^ulpore, 
from practising as a Blioodoo was arrested by tlic Special Inspector at Katgur; 

without being permitted to eommunieate Avitli any one, ho was taken before the Magistrate 
and there, he also, made a full confession, Avlii(‘li confirmed that of Iflioolehand in every 
material point/’ 

'' Johahir Tewary, an old servant of the temple, Avas summone I, and in Ins evidence cor- 
rolioratcd Edoo’s statement (liat lie had seen the carriage near the temple the evening before 
Budoor Mull had so mystc'rioiisly (fisappeared. lie stat(‘d that he liad seen Clmttcrdharce 
and Gopaul that evening Avith Budoor Mull. lie testified that (lopaul liad been left in charge 
of the temjde Avheii Budoor ^Inll went to Patna ; tliat he Avas very intimate Avith the priest; 
that after the murder he iicATr Avent to the temple and never assisted in tlie investigation. 
The aei^ount books, the keys, and cash A\erenot found, lb* had si'eu live or six men with 
Chutterdharee that eviming in the temple sitting near the pinest.” 

The entire gang, Avitli tlu' exception of .lnggernaiit^»as aiTestcd. J iiggernanth 
escaped into Nepal and has managed to e\ade the Police. brother Ix)kcnanth Siuf/, is a 

Consiah](‘ in the Hhaugulpore Police. ^Vlooseedeen, Avho, next to (Imtterdharee, had most 
authority over tin* gang di('d in Jail. ^Therestof the ])risoners, on the evhhmee eollected, 
Avere eommitti'd for tri.al to tlie Court of Sessions hy the Magistrate of Monghyr.” 

Tlie (‘iise Avas tned by the vSessions Judge of Bhangnlpore at ^Monghyr with the help ot 
Assessoi-s. After the ease had been eonelnded, the Assessors expressed a Avish to view the • 
place in Avbleh the murder was (aminiitted, and to e\amiiu‘ the ev('-A\ itnesses .srparalch/ on the • 
spot. The Assessoi-s remarked that since the murih'r was committed in the inner ronrfy wben^ 
it is not likely the Avitnesses bad ever again eutenul, it Avas possible to test their cvidenei^ hy 
seeing if they ])ointed out tla; same spot, or difleird fnmi each other in any laispeet.” 

“ Idle witnesses Avere kept ajiait, and were taken se|>araU'ly to the temple without having 
ail oppoKuniiy of eommuuieating Avitli each otlnu*. The Assessors examined them in the 
presence of the Prisoners and the prosecutor; and it A\as remarkable how minutely in every 
respect tlieir evidence agreed, as regarded the .ym/ where the murder Avas committed, /wiv the 
body Avas taken out of the temple, an here the (‘arnage stood, and the road hy Avhieli the body 
was taken to the well ; it was interesting to wateli the mamu'r of the prisoners when taken so 
strangelv to the spot A\dicre they had perpetrated so foul a murder, all eidleeit'd together 
(Avdth tlic exerptiou of ♦Tuggi'riiatli) just as tb(*y had met on that memorable night iii that 
(|uaint inner court A ard ; the eliangc iii th(‘ir eounlenanees, and the iiiuilriLd k marks they 
made to each otlu'r Nvere snflieient to convince any one that ihe actual iminlevers of the priest 
were befori’ liim. The Assessors an cut (iireet aftm* that e.xamniatiou to the dudgi iijid to him ^ 
delivered tlu'ir verdict that Mlm witm'sscs had fold the truth and the prisoners avim'o no 
doubt guilty.’ ” 

“ Th(' Judge on the 31 sl of January recorded liis opinion of the ease, and sentenced 
Chutterdharee, Gopaul, and ISnnkur to capital punishment, and th(‘ rest to transportation 
for life.” 

“The prisoners appcakul to the High Court and were defended by Mr. Montnou ami 
Baboo Ashootnsli Dlmr. The lIon’Me Messrs Norman and (Jampbel) on the -Itli April#;ou. 
firmed the sentence of capital punishment as regards Chutterdharee and (ropaul, and the 
sentence of transportation for life on Bauee, but directed the release of Sunkur, Kaiiic, Rama, 
Bhuttoo,*and Kalee Dhanuek, because these men had only been named by two approver wit- 
nesses. The evidence of Edoo was regarded a-s that of an accomplice after the fact. 
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Chuttcrliaree and Ooi)aul were executed ou the 16th of April in sight of the turrets of 
the Padooka Temple where they had murdered the priest. Pance will be sent to the Anda- 
mans ; Suukur has already l)ecn sentenced in the case of Kanic Moodee to transportation for 
ten years ; Rama has since been committed for trial to the Court of Sessions on a charge of 
dacoity, and Bhuttoo and Kallcc Dhanuck, though professional poisoners, remain at large 
until sufficient evidence can be obtained to warrant their arrest a sccmid time ^ou similar 
cliar<?:es.‘’^ ^ 

In the confession of Rajbullub the name of Sooknm appears as having been engaged iu 
several cases of poisoning. A warrant was issued for his arrest, 
The Clmuipaimllali cw. aiid OU his being taken before the Magistrate of Monghyr he 
confessed to several cases of drugging travellers. Amongst others, 
he stated tliat about three years ago Sectaram informed the gang that a man had arrived ut 
Colgong, who was too ill to travel on foot and had liircdli cart, and was on his way towards 
Bhangnlpoiv. On liearing this Mahir Sha, Chakun l>osa(l, PiarecDosad, Cholin Mussulman, 
and Jadar Mussulman, Brijolall Dosad, Rajhiillnh Dosad, Sectaram and Sookreeu, went to 
meet the eart. They met it near Padoo Shalds bridge about two miles from Colgong. They 
followed the eart to Bhaugulporc \\liero the traveller put up for the night KaraimiUee^R 
Serai. Idie next morning Im started on his journey in the eart and the gang followed him. 
At Chanipanullali Sectaram offiei'ed to get the .sick traveller some milk. In that milk he 
mixed poison and gave it to ^wravcller. lie also gave some of tliQ milk to Piarce Dosad, 
wlu) handed the same to the driver of the eart. ^fliey ])otli partook of the milk. After going 
a short distance the traveller and the driver hccamc inscnsihlc. Sectaram found on the tra- 
veller two hundred and fifty rupees and two Cold Mohurs. Both the travellers were left in 
the eart. S\ihse(iucntly he learnt that they had both died ami that the cart was taken to the 
Thannali,’^ 

On this eoiifessiou application was made to the Magistrate of Bhangnlporc to know if 
any such ease had oeeurre J at Champannllah, and, if so, to send the record relating to it. The 
Magistrate r('[)licd that tlie information was correct, a ease liad actually occurred, but that the 
papers relating to it had been burnt. He however, sent copies of Police papers obtained from 
tliaunah record. From these papers it apy)cared that it was Sectaram who had obtained the 
release of the eart from the Police, and liad made it ov(‘r to Syphnn Bcbcc ; that no clue had 
been obtained in the ease; and the name of the driver of the cart was ]\lungul and that he was 
in the employ of Sy])him Bebce, who first received . news of the death of the driver and the 
traveller from Sectaram. It was also stated that the traveller had put up in the Stred of 
Boodee Buttearin, who had hired the cart for liim from Syplmii Bebee.’" 

Ou this tlic entire gang, with the exception of Brijolall, was arrested. He, it appears, 
had been previously iiii prisoned iu another ease of poisoning. Mohie Sha also confessed before 
the Magistrate confirming the confession of Sookreen. The Special Inspector while investigating 
the ease found several witnesses. Two witnesses state that they saw tljc cart at Champannllah ; 
that one man was lying below the cart, and aiiotber om-it. One witness saw Sectaram removing 
a bundle from tlic eart. Four witnesses saw Rajbullub, Sookreen, and five or six other men 
standing near the cart at the time. One man had a red pngree, and he was described as * a 
fair man.^ Another witness testifies that he saw Sectaram bringing some milk from the 
village and taking it towards the cart. On asking him where he was going, Scetaram said 
that a friend of his was lying sick in the cart, and he was taking him some milk. Two other 
men, who were engaged in making bricks, had seen Rajbullub and Sookreen and with them 
several men; one man in particular who wore a red piigrcc.” 

• 

The evidence was laid before the Joint Magistrate, who after recording it made Sook- 
reen and Mahir Sha QueeiFs evidence ; and committed Sectaram Sha,1[Jhuknn Dosad, Jaffer 
Mussulman and Cholin Mussulman for trial to the Court of Sessions on a charge of murder. 
The case is still pending before the Sessions Judge of Bhaugulporc.^^ 
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Rajbiillub and Sookrccn in their confession both related a ease of murder wliieh oceur- 
red only six months aj^o on the Kurkurrcc Pahar just above the 
^ Hie Kiirkiirrec Palmr Mur* Tunnel close to the station of Jamalporc. Ilajbullub 

states that about six montlis ago Sookrccn and he himself were on 
theijr way home to Komargungo from Jamalpoiw They met Ilahamul Kalcfali and llooeha, 
and with themi a traveller at Mowagurroc. After talking with Ilahamul and lloooha, they 
agreed to go back witli them. On reaching the well ])elow Kurkurrcc Pahar they sat down; 
and, as it was a hot day, Iloocha prepared some shnrhut in two lotalis witli some sukkur. In 
one of the lotahs he mixed poisori and gave tliat lotali to the traveller, wlio drank the con- 
tents. The other lotah was divided between liiniself, Sookrccn, Iloocha, and Ilahamul. I’hcy 
then went up the hill ; when they reached the top, the traveller sat down under a tamarind 
tree partially insensible. Soon after he dropped olf asleep, iloocha then ]mt his hand to the 
traveller’s waist searching for his money ; it appeal’s that the man was still conscious, and 
that he laid hold of Hooeha’s hand, on this Iloocha drew his hand away, and taking the 
traveller up in his arms thn‘w him down on the rock. Ilahamul Kalefah then took up a largo 
stone and dashed it on his chest ; blood flowed from the traveller’s nose, and he died. Iloocha 
took 12 rupees 8 annas from his waist, and Ilahamul took away a red spotte<l and a 
lotah. They gave Pajlmllub and Sookn'cn 2 rupees each. The traveller was a Brahmin, 
about 25 years old. Witness heard that the Police had en(|nired into the ease. 

‘^Tlie two confessing prisoners weix' taken separately on '/•ent date's; and both point- 
ed out the same s))(>i as that in which the munh'i* was eomrnitted. The Special Inspector 
found a stick and sonic cloth lying near the jdaee. On searching the house of Ilahamul 
Kalefah a red spotted ra::ie was found ; he could give no salisfiu'tory account how lie came 
bv it. Iloocha, on being ariTsted at Pa^na, confessed to the name murder, but unfortunately 
the Police had never heard of the ease; there was no 'corpus deliclV and no independent 
(widenee to corrolioratc the confessions. For these ri'asons the nrumierers were not eommithal 
for trial to the Sessions. Iloocha has made his escape out of the hands of the Police, and 
Rahamul Kalefah was proceeded against as a bad character. He is the father-in-law of Dwarka 
Dosad, who was tried for the murder of the two trav(‘llevs in the Burreanpore ease. 

The gang at Bhaugulpore did noteontine itself to simply dnigging travelh'rs, but, when 
an opportunity olfered, also committed daeoity. Kashec llosad, 
The naakoollah Daooiiy. wdio had been arrested on the confession ot Zalim, made the fol- 

lowing statement before the Magistrate of IMonghyr. — ^ About 
‘ four )ears ago Bolakee Uuiree came to me, and Bhyrub and llurrce Sonars, Sunkur Dosad, 

' Banco Tetaree, Banco Dhanook, and Ram Teton'c, and asked us to go witli him to his master 
^ Munzelal at Buggeamnree, who had need of our services. AVe went witli him to Buggea- 
‘ raarec, when ISlunzelal informed lluriTe and Bhyrub that some sirkaree money was expected 
‘ from Tohaljurree, which he wished us to plunder. He gave us tarree to drink. He also 
‘ sent eight men with us; I could reeogni/j! some of these men if I w’cre to sec them again,' 
‘ but 1 do not know tlu'ir names. Sixteen of us started by a path through the jungles ; and 
^ we met a cart at Baskoollah, on which there was a tn-asurc box \fith money in it. The cart 
‘ was under guard of two Chupprassics*and the driver— three men altogi'ther. We made a 
" sudden dash at the cart out of the jungle. The (diupprassies and driver ran for their lives. 

‘ We broke open the box with great stones ; the money wnis in bags; wc helped ourselves to 
‘ a portion, and took the remainder to Munzelal. We let the buflalocs loose from the cart, 

‘ and drove them into the jungle. I received 40 Rupees as my shai'C and went home.’ ” 

‘‘ As Baskoollah is situated in the Sonthal Pergimnahs, the Commissioner of the Sonthal 
Pergunnahs was apilied to for information if the story told by Kashec was true. He 
sent the record of a case wdiich had occurred there in 1802. It appeared, the Railway Engi- 
neers wt'rc sending 5,000 Rupees from Tolialjurree to Sahihgiingc in charge of Juggomohun 
Burkundanze. The ftoney was plundered on the road by dacoits ; hut no chic had been 
obtained. The Special Inspector wras directed to arrest Bolakee Quirce, who, it appeared 
from Kashcc’s confession, had taken so prominent a part in the case. Bolakee was aiTCstcd 
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Buggeeamarcc, and, on being taken before the Magistrate of Mongbyr, made a confession cor- 
roborating that of Kashec/^ 

In this case, it was necessary first to find Juggomohim, the Burkundauz who was in 
charge of the trc'asurc at the time, and the driver of the cart. The latter has not been traced. 
The Railway OfFudals could render no assistance. Juggomoliun liad been dismissed after the 
robbery, but after some difficulty he was traced to Azimgurli. On his arrest, Kis evidence 
was recorded by the ]\Iagistratc of Mongbyr. lie described how the robbery had been com- 
mitted, and recognized amongst the prisoners Kashec, Bolakce, BanceDanook, Sunkur Dosad, 
Ram Tctarce, and Ram Churn ; the latter on bedng arrested also confessed bcdorc the Magis- 
trate to have committed this dacoity/^ 

The Magisi rate has male Kashee and Bolakce Ouccids witnesses in the case, and has 
committed for trial to the Sessions, Ram Churn, IMiinzclal, llurrec Sonar, Bailee Danook, 
and Ram Tetaree. The case is pending before the Sessions Judge of Bhaiigulporc.” 


In these investigations it came out that, originally there was a family of Dosads at 
Bahadaropore near Colgong, who were connected with Sceta Ram, who in fact, was at that 
time their leader. They committed a dacoity about five years ago, in which Lakah, Scetararu, 
and others were arrested. Lakah escaped from the Bhangulporc Jail. The old Police 
worried the Dosads to such an extent that they left Bahadarpore. Rajbullub, 8ookruu, 
Bisuec, Gouree, and others removed to Lvaniarguiigc under the protection of Rahamul Kalefah 
Lakah, Dahoo, Chooah, Roocha, Ramnauth, Ramprishad, Bhuttoo and Sarnie removed to the 
village of Parthoo, and its vicinity, in tlic Pafna District. Though thus separated, they still 
worked together. At thehiine the Dosads were arrested at Koomar- 


1. Laka. 

2. Dahoo. 

3. Gourco. 

4. Roocha. 

5. Cllioofih. 

6. Jlalnsee. 

7. Trail. 

8. Rhuitoo. 

9. 8iimio. 


gunge, it was not krowii tfiat they were connected with the Dosads 
about Parthoo. The Patua gang took the alarm at these proceed- 
ings and escaped. They have nut been arrested to this day. Roocha 
and Chooah were once arrested, but they contrived to eflcct tbeir 
escape. The Patna gang, therefore, remains untouched, and until 
they arc arrested,^' the crime of poisoning travellers will not ecasc 


wholly in the adjoining Districts. The District Superintendents of Patna and Bchar have 
been requested to watch for thcTcturu of these men. They are named in thchnargin.-” 


In these enquiries "Mr. Reily has been ably and successfully assisted by Baboo Nobo- 
kisto Chose. This Special Inspector has done his duly to the satisfaction of the Officers 
with wliom he has come in contact; indeed the success in these cases is owing, in a greater 
measure, to his intelligence, activity and thorough honesty.'' 


‘‘ Whilst investigating the cases in Behar a case of drugging occurred in the Howrah 
District, and was sent to Mr. Reily for enquiry. It appears that 
Ihe Ba^nan Case. twelve persons liad been poisoned at Bagnan on the road to Mid- 

napore. One Badul Khan and his party were on their Avay home from Calcutta. They met 
two men at Oolooberriah, these two men, after conversing with them, stated that they intend- 
ed to proceed to the same pflice, and made themselves (juite friendly with the travellers, one 
of them carrying a cage of pigeons for them. It was remarked that one ot their men had a 
bad sore in his leg. On reaching Bagnan in the evening the travellers with the two men put 
up for the night in the shop of Kliaii Mahomed and made prejiarations for cooking their 
dinner. They prepared tlircc ‘ choolak^' or cooking places. One of the strangers took charge 
of the centre chooJah. After the food had been prepared, they all, with the exception of two 
children, who were too sleepy to cat, took their dinners ; the two stangers, it was recollected, 
would not partake of the curry they had assisted in cooking but brought some tamarinds from 
the shop and made their dinner of that, with a curry of eggs, whicli had been cooked by 
Boodul Khan himself. Shortly after, the travellers, one after another, dropped down in a 
state of insensibility. Khan Mahomed, the Modee, took the alarm, and#irent for the Chow- 
keydar to give information to the Police. On his return he found the two strangers had 


* Lakah has since been arrested. 
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decamped. Tlic Police foimd the entire party, with the exception of the eliildrcn, in a state of 
insensibility. Portui^ely there was a Native Doctor at Baj^nan who had been scut there by 
tlie Cyclone Committee. The Doctor found the travellers in a state of coma, and concludiiif^ 
from the symptoms that they had been poisoned, he administered emetics. The travellers 
did not recover consciousne:^ for twenty-four hours, and did not regain their senses for some 
days. When they recovered, they naturally concluded that they had been poisoned by the two 
men who had joined them at (Joloobarriah. The only clue they could allbrd to the Police 
was that one of the men had a bad sore on his leg. Every search was made for the two men, 
blit without success.” 

The case was made over to the Detective Department, and tlic Sjieeial Inspector of 
2 L-iVrgiimiahs Avas directed to investigate it. He, however, seai’ched along the Burdwau and 
IMiiJnapore roads Avitliout any success. Tie then Avent to the usual haunts of bad characters 
in Calcutta. At last at Machoo Bazar in the ojiiuni shop of Jabadhar Khan, he met a man 
named i^^ahonlcd llossain, avIio stated that he kncAv a man Avlio ansAvered the description. 
^^allomed Ilossaiii took the Special Inspector to a Avomaii’s house at Kala Bagaun ; a man 
^Aas lyiffg aslecj) on a bed. 'Thfs man had a had sora on his' kn” 

^^On searching the house a poAvder Avas found in the bed on Avhieh this man (Jotoo) was 
sleeping. The (inding of the |)OA\der ajipears to have completely disconcerted Jotoo; when 
he Avas ('burgl'd with the poisoning of the traAclh'rs at Jhignan, ho at oiu'C confessed and 
offered fo point out his com[)anion, whose name he staled Avas MedaUy and who, he declared, 
had prepared the poison, 'flie Special Inspirlor Avithout loss of time look Jotoo to JMiittear- 
pookur, Avhere he said iNIedan lived. On "Mi'dau being arrested, he also confessed, at the 
sain% time charging Jotoo with having induced him to go Avith him on the poisoning 
expeditioii.^^ 

Jotoo, on being taken before the INlagistrate of Howrah, not only confessed to the case 
at Bagnan, but to tliree other eases; W.r., one in the Burdwiin District, and another at 
Midnaporeg and a third near Dum-Dum. He stated that Beeroo and lirtrlal bidonged to his 
gang. On eiK|uiry it Avas found that the ease ho iucntiomsl had actually occurred at Burd- 
wan ; the Magistrate of that District sent the records of the easig from which it appeared 
that Jotoo had been committed to the Sessions for poisoning a travelh'r and had been released 
by the Judge for Avant of suHicient eviden(;e. It was found that the records of the ease at 
Midnapore, Avherc two Sepoys had been drugge 1, were also forthcoming, and the descriptive 
roll given by the victims suited exactly Jotoo, llurlal and Peeroo. It Avas ascertained that 
tin; ease at Dum-Dum had also occurred.” 

jMedau also made a full confession ])efore the Magistrate of IIoAvrah. Tlu) travellers 
from ^lidnapore avIio had been drugged, on seeing Jotoo and Medan, identified them as the 
tAVo traATllcrs they had met at Ooloobarriali, and whom they had last seen at Bagnan. Jotoo 
in his confession described hoAV lu; had poisoned the curry Avhile it was being cooked, and howr 
he had drugged the rice which Avas boiling in a separate pot. 'fhis he had every opportunity 
of doing as he AVas sitting by the centre vhoolah. This eireumstanec also explained liow those 
of the party who had not j)artaken of tl!c curry Avi-re also druggeil. This evidence Avas laid 
before the Deputy Magistrate of IIoAvrah, wdio committed the pnsoners for trial to the Court 
of Sessions. They Averc tried before the Sessions Judge Avith the K(d[) of a Jury, and Aven; con- 
victed and sentenced to ten years’ imprisonment. On appeal the senteneo Avas confirmed by 
the High Coiirt. A reward of 50 Jiupecs was sanctioned to tlic informer.” 

On the arrest of llurlal and Peeroo they likcAvisc confessed, implicating Nilkaiinth and 
Hurree Dutt. The eases they refer to having occurred Avithin Calcutta; the prisoners Avei’c 
made over to the Calcutta Jkfiicc. Peeroo died in Jail ; and thq sufferers in the case in Avhich 
Hurlal Avas implicated having also died he could not he prosecuted. Nilkaunth Avas com- 
mitted to the Sessioni! by the Magistrate of Calcutta, and was sentenced to fourteen ycara^ 
rigorous imprisonment.” 

While engaged on these cases, Mr. lleiiy was informed by the Hordhlc Mr. Eden that 



bill'll lio was Magistrate of Barasct lie had! riod a gang of ^ Ooriahsj^vho were professional 
poisoners in Calcutta ; tlnit some of the prisoners liad confessed and had mentioned the 
names of several inend3crs of the gang, and that it was not at all improbahlc that some of the 
party 3\crc still at work in Calcutta. The record was procured from the Magistrate of 
13aras('t, and it was found that si\ persons had been convicted fnd punished. On searching 
for the men who had been implicated at that time, it appeared that one named,- Narain Doss 
had been sentenced to ten yc'ars^ imprisonment in 1803. The Special Inspector, Bakaoollah, 
\Kis direeted to see the prisoner, who oQercd to furnish information.'' 

“ AVith the sanction of the 8n])crintendent of the Aliporc Jail Mr. lleily saw Narain 
^o^s oil tlic 11 til July 1865, who mentioned several cases as having occurred at Kidderpore, 
15agmar('e, and llalligiinge. These places being close by, Narain Doss was taken to Kidder- 
pore, and on bis pointing out the house where the case mentioned by him had oecnrre'd, it 
was ascertained that he iiad told the truth; the owner of the house had recognized the prisoner 
and described how' she had been drugged by him and others. The Special Tnsp('etor also 
('injuired into the case wliicli occurred at nagmaree where Soonderseu Malice in the same 
manner corroborated tlu' story told by Narain Dass. Application was then made to the 
Magistrate of the 2i-lVrgnnnahs to record the confession of Naniin Doss ; wdiich w.as done 
on the 13th July I8()j. Narain Doss in his confession mentioned thirteen cases as having 
occurred in the Disirietsof the 21-lVrgnnnahs, Howrah and Jessore. The Magistrate applied 
to (ioverument to have Narain Doss made over to the custody of the Police. This was sanc- 
tioned under the orders of (iovernment No. 1111, dated 5th September 18G5." 

The' Spc(Mal Inspector investigated first the case of Soondersim Malice at Bagm^rcc. 

Narain made the following statement before the Magistrate viz ; — 

Simdc'rsuii Mallru’s ('aso. 

^ One 3\)()lsec Daih, who lives at Pjara Bazaar, informed Bam ]\IoitC(^ that there w'as a 
‘ Mjdlee named Soondersim who lived not far from the J^]astiTn Bengal Railway Station and 
‘ who had money. .Toolsce Ram ^Moitec and 1 wmit to the Malice who had cluirge of a garddii 
^ house, and said to him that a Baboo intended to pass a day in the garden with his mistress, 

^ and ollcrcd him a presmit if he could accommodate the Baboo. To this proposition Soondcr- 
‘ sun agriH'd. AIR'r a w^hilo Ram IMoitee joined me and asked the INIallce to sweep the room 
^ and pn'pare it for the Baboo's reception. AW then remained there during the day; on fecl- 
^ lug thirsty, the Malice gave us each a coeoanut which was taken down from the tree by a 

Mussulman. AVhilc in flic garden, finding my clothes dirty, I hadfhem washed by a (fhobce 
‘ nho was washing clothes that day in a tank attach.cd to the garden. About 3 o'clock Toolscc 
‘ Daih dressed as a, Baboo and came to the garden. AW^ received the Baboo W'ith great respect, 

^ and gave the Alalh'c three annas to fetch three seers of milk. The jMallce borrowed a lotah 
^ from some one and went to fetch the milk. Ram Moitcc WTut to the bazaar and purchased 
' some ‘ choorah^ and ' (/oor.^ AVc asked the Mallec to cook the ckoorah in the milk he had 
^ brought. J'hc goor we div ided into twm shares ; with one of the shares Ram Moitcc mixed 
‘ poison. After the Alai lee liad cooked the food, three plantain leaves were spread; the 
‘ Baboo of course not eating with us. Wc mixed the which was in a iha/ee with our mess ; 

‘ while the poisoned (joor, which was in a cup, wc handed, to the Alallec, who cat it with his 
^ share of the milk and choondi. After a while the Alallcc complained tliat his head was 
^ going round and that lie fell thirsty. He wished to drink water, but he took care not to 
^ give him any. lie soon became insensible, when wo helped ourselves to his cash and clothes 
^ and to all he had in tlic house. The loot w'as taken to Toolscc DaiVs. After two days I 
^ found one Bhoyjun who agreed to purchase the property. Toolscc and Ram Moitec went 
^ with me to dispose of it. Toolscc remained sitting near a tank with the property, and I 
' went to sec if Blioyjun was alOnc. On finding he was alone, 1 beckoned to them to come. 

^ Ram Moitcc and Toolsce brought the property •which wc sold for G llujiecH; the money was 
‘ paid into Toolscc's hands.' " 

“ On arresting Bhoyjun, the Special Inspector found a portion of the property still on 
him ; and Bhoyjun declared that Narain Doss, with two others, had pledged this as well as. 
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fillici proprHy to linn for r» Knpoos, pronnismjj; lo vcdcnn tlicm in days; but they had 

not since made their appearanec; ; that he sold a fhalrc to Ihiiiulaib Boreeah, and some of the 
clothes to another Ooriah ]\lallee who resides at Oultadaii;^^a, 'rh(^ ikakr and the clotlios were 
found on Ham Daib and the Ooriali Malice.” 

Findlnj]f that the concession ’was so far confirmed, Itam Moitec and Toolsee were arrest- 
ed. Soondersun Malice on bciin.^ summoned reeogni/ed ?s[avain and the two prisoners, 
and described how lie had been drn;;ycd and rolibcd. I [is sioiy coiToborat(al tin; confession 
of Narain Doss, The man who had lakcn the coeoannts from the tree w^as found, as w’cll us 
the whasherman who had washed Naraln^s clothes that day, and also the man from whom 
Soondtirsiin had borrowed the loloh in which he had brou^^ht tlic milk.” 

On laying this evidence before the Joint Ma‘>islrate of the .TX-Pcrgnnnahs, he committed 
th^ prison(‘rs Ram Moitec and Toolsee for trial to the C»)urt of Sessions. They were tried 
before a Jury on the lOth of NovemluT ISfib. The Jury were unanimous in find in;*’ the 
prisoners ;^nilty of the e]iare;e of administering: a stupefying drug to ISoondei*sun Malice with 
intent to rob him. The prisoners were sentems'd to seven years’ transportation. On appeal 
the sentence was eoidirmed by the lligli (kjurt.” 

'fhe next case investigated was one in wliicli Mohonce, a prostitute, was drugged at 

Kidderpore. It appears that one Madhnb Rode, who is the leader 
Mohonoc-VrVt. ^ ^ . 

of the gang, took Narain and Lneki'ah Ooriah and pointed out to 

tlfom the lionse of Moliomw 'riiey thmi ^vellt in and had a smoke, and after remaining ilierc 

for Iw'o or three lion g:iv(^ iiev a rupcv, and eanu* away telling her they would call again. 

^riu'y went a si'ccind time aliont two days after tin', lirst visit. It was planned that she sliould 

be asked to go witli tbcm to Kalk'cglfaf, ;is in this e:is(* she wonld ])nt on all luT jewels. Slio 

agreed to aceoin[)aiiy IIk'iii, Inoing, as {'\p(‘eted, dress('d lierscdf in lic'r best ornanumts. About 

4 uVloek ill the evening tfa'y hired a, carriage and drove witli her to Kalleeghat. On the 

hridge, they saw Maillml) Rode st.mdmg tliere wltli some milk in altiiali. After worshijipiug 

Kallec tliey ivalkod hack, anti on tlie way stoppcil by the side of a tank and proposed to pnr- 

eliase some sweetme^ats. IN’arain brongbt llu' swi'ctnieats, wliiek the woman eat Avitli them. 

Arohonee asked for some wault'r to drink, they said to lu'r ‘ the water here is nut good,’ and 

offi'red to get lier some milk. Narain went and Inonght some milk from Aladlml), who Iiad 

put poison in it. 41ie latter kept out of tlie way, as lie was known to Alolionee. She drank 

llie whole of the milk, Tfiey thou walkial on towards Kiddevjiorc. As it b(!caine dark they 

arrived opposite the Higli (knirt, when Molionee eomplaiiied of feeling giddy and thirsty. 

They supported Iier, hohling her hy the arms, and took lur across fhe jilaias to Rrinse[)’s ghat, 

and there laid her down under a tree ; she was soon (piite iusensihlc. Madhuh then came 

np and rohhed her of all lier ornammiis, taking ;iway Iier clothes ; they left lier half naked 

under the tree, merely tying a small piece of cloth round lier waist.” 

Molionee was found Ijy the Sjieeial Tnspeetor, and confirmed every jiart of this strange 
story, stating that she hud lain under the Iri'c tlu^ whole of the night and till the next even- 
ing, when she recovered her senses and found that she was rijhlied of every thing, even to her 
clothes. She recognized Narain Dosj# as one of the men who had druggej her. Luckeali 
was then arrested, and on him a phial eontaiiiing poison aiul datoorali siicds was found. The 
Chemical Fxaminer declared these to ho poisons. A Avomaii named ATcddra who lived in tlic 
same house with Alohoiice, also recognized Narain and Luckeah. Her neighhours Kliaraah, 
Khamak, and another Alohonoo also identified the prisoners ; stating that they had seen 
them at Mohonce’s house, that she had aceompanied them in a carriage, and that she had 
returned the next evening almost naked and without her ornaments.” 

This case was also committed, Luckoah was found guilty and sentenced to seven ycars^ 
transportation. The sentence was confirmed by the High Court.” 

Naraiu’s confession also relates to a case which occurred at Gourcepore, near Dum- 
Dum, wJierctlirec iirostitutcs named Iturro, Dahee and Degum had been robbed of valuable 
uriiamenfs, Tlic Special Inspector went to Goureepore and found two of the prostitutes, — 
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tlic third, Begum, having since died. They confirmed Narain^s confession. They stated that 
for about a month, two Ooriahs, Godie and Bcdah, were in the habit of visiting them. On 
the day previous to the lluth festival they came with Madhub and proposed to pass the night 
with them and to attend the Euth festival the next day. In the evening the three Ooriahs 
cooked their dinner in the cow-shed, where the women also cooked their food. The Ooriahs pre- 
pared a curry and gave some of*it to the women. The curry which the women themselves had 
cooked was left for somo* time in the cow-shed. They cannot say which of the two curries 
was drugged, as they partook of both. About an hour after eating their dinner tlicy recollect 
feeling giddy and thirsty ; and remember nothing more, as they fell down insensible. The 
third day on recovering consciousness they found that 120 Rupees, which they had buried 
below the floor of their house, and ornaments valued at 30 or 40 Rupees, had been stolen ; 
they never saw the Ooriahs after that night. It appears Narain had never entered their 
house, but had remained in the bazaar waiting for his associates,^^ 

Narain^s story being thus confirmed, the Special Inspector arrested Godie, Bedah and 
Madhub. The two prostitutes clearly and satisfactorily identified them as the three men by 
whom they had been drugged on that night. On Madhub, a silver chain was found which 
was claimed by the women as their property, and which was recognized by several neighbours 
who had often seen her wear it/^ 

They were tried, convicted, and sentenced to seven ycars^ transportation.^^ 

AVhen Madhub^s house was searched he had seven hundred Rupees in his box. 
This money was well laid out by his mistress, who engaged a Barrister of the Court^to draw 
up a petition to the Ijieutenant-Governor, urging that jyTadhub's sentence was illegal. The 
petition, however, was rejected. This man Madhub was the leader of the gang of Ooriahs 
who have taken to drugging as a profession, and was implicated in almost every case that has 
been investigated in the 24-Pergunnahs.^^ 

Narain in his confession states that about two years ago he jfnd Godie Raoot made friends 
with an Ooriah Malice, who had charge of a garden at Goodoodangah near Dum-Dum. One 
evening in the month of Bhador, they went to the garden andteaid to the Mallec, ^ we are 
hungry.^ It was arranged that the Malice should get them some c/moroA and milk. He did 
so, and they cooked the choorah in the milk, and divided the mess into three shares. The 
Malice was sent to fetch water from the tank, and they took that opportunity to mix poison 
with some goor hfe had brought. The Malice ate his share of the mess with the goor. He 
soon became giddy and then insensible. They robbed him of all he had. They gave a part of 
the spoils to M^^dhub because he had supplied them with the poison.’' 

The Special Inspector on going to Goodoodangah found the Malice who confirmed 
Narain’s confession on every point. It appears that on the morning after the occurrence two 
men named Hothoo Mundul and Goburdhun had discovered the Mallec in a state of delirium’ 
tearing the ground with his naijs and rolling about. They locked him in a room and*informcd 
his master of the state he was in, who ordered Madhub Mistrcc to take care of him. The Mallee 
remained in this^ state for two days, after applying remedies, he recovered his consciousness 
and told them in what manner he had been drugged. On returning to his^house he found 
he had been robbed." 

The evidence of the Malice was clear and straightforward, and was sufficient corrobora- 
tion of the confession. Godie was committed for trial to the Court of Sessions, but though 
the Judge charged for conviction, the Jury acquitted him. He was, however, sentenced to 
seven years' transportation in the case of Ilurro Raur," 

The next case investigated on Narain's confession was one in which a prostitute named 
Omolah and her son were tlic victims at Talcegunge. Narain states that Madhub pointed out 
her house to him, and that they and Gobind agreed to drug her. It appears that Omolah lived 
with her son, who at that time was serving his apprenticeship in a carpenter’s shop. Narain 
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inul (lobiiul at first paid her a visit and remained an hour or two, and, having given her a 
Ituiiec, tlicy left, promising to call on her in a day or two. Two days after tlicy went to her 
house late in the evening and proposed to have some thing to cat. The woman, as usual, was 
sent to buy milk and chooriihy which, when hrmight, she was asked to cook. Some sugar 
whieh Narain had with him was drugged. The woman and her son both partook of the sugar. 
On this Oobind went out of the house, leaving Narain with the woman, and joined Madhub 
who was concealed under some plantain trees which are near the house. About 10 o^clock 
the woman became insensible, when Oobind and Madhub entered the house and began to take 
the ornaments from her person. Her son, who was still conscious of wliat was going on laid 
hold of Oobind\s liand. On this Oobind took up some wood which was burning and applied it 
to the boy^s arm and hand. The boy let go his hold and drojiped off insensible. Tlic three 

ro])bcd the lu)use, and the property was taken to Madliub^s residence 

• 

Th(^Sepccial Inspector went to Taleegunge and found Omolah and her son. She con- 
firmed Narain's statement and said that her sou Esau had not wholly recovered Ids senses 
since that night. lie is now an idiot. She identified Narain and Oobind who had been ar- 
rested in another ease. A silver chain which had been found on Madub wius claimed by Omolah, 
this was proved by the evidence of her neighbours to be her property. The identification of the 
chain was clear and satisfaefory ; for in addition to the evidence of the neighbours, a silversmith, 
who had repaired the chain uhile it was in Omolah’s possession, identified it by a portion of 
his wurk.'’^ 

They were tried, and, though the Judge charged for coiivietioii, the Jury most unac- 
eouutably released the prisoners. It is fortunate, however, that both Madliub and Gobiiid 
had been committed for trial in flic easc^if Jlurro and Dabec Raur, in which they were con- 
victed and sentenced to seven ycars^ imprisonment.''^ 

Narain^s confession refers to a ease which he affirms occurred in Sham Bazaar near Cal- 
ruita. He states that Gopal Ooriah, Seehoo, and Soodurn lodged with a woman in that place 
named Siittamoucy whom they had drugged and robbed. The Special Inspector went to 
Sham Bazaar and traced Suttainoncy, who stated that, four Ooriahs had taken lodgings in 
her house, liiriiig a room at six annas a mouth. They had given their names as Bugwan, 
lliirrce, Denoo and Kessuh, and lived with her upwards of a month. On the day of the 
Sunkranth Poojali she had a feast and sent sweetmeats, &c., to the Ooriahs. Two days after 
the f('ast the man who called himself Bngwan brought her some sweetmeats in return, wliieh 
she, her brother Nobin, and a lad named Sliama Churn ate. Shortly after, the woman adds, 
a felt giddy and dry in my throat and went to drink water. Nobin and Shama Churn went 
“^iuto the shop. I recollect no further, and must have lost my senses. I recovered conscious- 
ness after the lapse of two days, an:l found I had been robbed ol my oniamciits and other 
"property to the value of 70 rupees. Nohin and Shama Churn had suffered in thi; same way, 

‘ but not so severely. We never saw our Ooriah lodgers from that day, we searched for them 
' (;very where hut never could trace thcra.^ ” 

"" On the confirmation of the confession, Gopal, Sehoo, and Soodam were arrested. Su- 
tahmoney, Nohin, aud Shama Chum idiftitificd them without any hesitatioii as tlicir lodgers 
who liad passed themselves off under feigned names. Gopal, finding the evidence against him 
so strong, made a full confession before the Magistrate, not only of this ca.se, hut l/iree others 
wliieh have been tested aud found to he true. Against Gopaul we had the evidence of Sntta- 
money, Nohin, and Shama Churn, corroborated by his own confessions ; and yet the Joint 
Magistrate of the 24-Pergunnahs discharged the prisoners.^' 

^^Thc case was appealed by Mr. lleily to the Sessions Judge of the 24-Pergunnahs, in 
accordance with Section 435 of the Criminal Procedure Code. The Sessions Judge, after 
pemsmg the evidence, directed the Magistrate to commit Gopaul for trial to the Sessions. 
This lias since been done, and tnerc is no doubt the prisoners ^vill be convicted. Gopaul is 
one of the most notorious poisoners of the Ooriah gang in Calcutta. In 1861, he was arrested 

in a ease of drugging, and a (juantity ol datoorah seeds aud other poisons were found on his. 
person/^ 
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Tlic cases investigated in Ilowrali and tlic 24-Pcrgimnalis, it will be obsemd, are dif- 
ferent from those which were investigated in the Patna and Bhauguli>ore Circles. They 
relate to a gang composed chiefly of OonahSy who confine their operations to men of their 
own province and to prostitutes. The gang was a most mischievous one, and it is satisfaetory 
to state that it has been entirely broken up ; not a single case of drugging has oceuned in 
cither Howrah or the 21'-Pcrgunnahs since the Detective Department took up these eases. 
INfr. Reily brings to notice tlic efficient, and successful exertions of the Special Inspector, 
^roonshee Bi,ika Oollah, in these cases. 

The proceedings in the Patna and Rhangulpore Division occupied some time ; the delay 
was unavoidable owing to the same gang having committed crime in different Districts and 
under separate jurisdictions. Mr. Reily acknowledges the ready assistance that was afforded 
to him by the IMngistratcs of Bhaugulpore and Monghyr, and 1 have much pleasure in bring- 
ing to the notice of the Licutcnant-Gov(‘rnor the zeal and energy with which Mr. Reily him- 
N('lf has conducted the special duties of his Department, and tlic success wliich has attended 
his exertions. He has fully earned the promotion uhi(*h the Ijicutcnant-Govcrnor has been 
l)lcascd to accord to him.” 
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(Ij MoNcini: 



f A Cl ‘Old to (lio ItisjH’clor (it'iunil of I’olico, “ Tln'n' was one tuw 

only in Mon^diyj- ’’ imj (|,^» (oHowinir //ro cum'-s :iro, iu'Vt*r(ln.'lcss, detailed 
I in (he Police* Ailnilnistralioii R(“}ioi(, elz. 

(1) 2()th April ISOn.— One person (IruigL^ed. d arresled, of whom 1 died 

I and 2 we-re }ici|niltcd, — “llaMin; luy diseharp* from tin* Calcutta 

Polict*, I was proCfedinjg to iny home in liiicKiiow. On (he 2()th Apiil, 

1 met (In* der(*nd:int, who had two ha^s wi(h him, near a river, where 
I s(o))pi‘d ((► hathe ; after some conversalion, w'e ])roet*eded lo«^ether (o 
Puireah Pa/ar. wlien ( he d(*fendanl par(A-d wi(h me, with (lie intention 
! I of, a.s he sai<l. ;goini^ (ohe}g, as In* had no moiu'y. After eookin;g and eating 

' I my dinner. 1 laid down (o sleep, wlien tin* defendani arrivi'd, and Jilter 

I I talking for some (ime, olfered nn* a smoke, wliich I accepted, not susp(*et- 

j injg any (hiii;g. llowev(*r. immedialc'ly afler sinokinj; 1 lascame insensible, 

I and r(*maim‘d .so till next nun‘nin;g, when I found (hat I had l>cen robhi'd, 

; .and (In* th'femlanl, whom I a( onci* suspeett'd, was not (o be found. 1 

j therefon* s(>t oil' alon;; (In* I’alna road in S(*areh of him, and overtook 

I him in (In* Dnniarpore P.i/.ar. ami charig(*d him with hav in|g taken my 
' I money, which he deiiii'd, and en(h*avorcd to escaja*. The Polici*, how'cver, 

* cann* to my assistance, and (he (h'fcndant was secun'd. Tin* {mrse, 

j 1 con(ainin;g Ks. was Ibiind tni (In* jirisoner; (his 1 rccoigni/ed as that' 

(;ikcn from my waist, and in whicli I had IN. 27. The [irisoner was 
brought to Mon;gIiyr by (In* Sub-Inspector, and on bein*; (pu'si i()n(*d, 
slated (hat In* w'iis a Mussnlm:m, and lh.it In* was retnrnin^g from Maldah 
whAo he lunl been foi some time, and (h. it lie was ^oin;g to his boiin* in 
Airah. In apjieaiancc* (he m.in look<*d liki* a Mussulman, haviiifg a beard ; 
but on uiu'ovciiii'g his he.id I found (hat in* had a from w'hich it W'onkl 

I app(*ar that In* was a Hindoo h\ caste; — he could not, mention (In* naiin*s 

j of (he ))l.ic(‘,s when* he li.id put up on (he road from Maldah, a.nd allo|ge(lu*r 

;gav(* a very un.sal isl.ictory account of himself. Considering^ the evidence 
' I i a^uunst him was sullicieni, (he t*ase was sent up for (rial, 'fhe .loiut 

I I j Ma|4'isti all* disinissi'd tin* case ; but, an appeal having b(*en madi* to (he 

; i J Sessions flud”‘(*. In* sent for (he record, and onleied (hat (In; accused should 

"i be commi(((*d for (rial. 2dn* man had, however, leit Mone;hyr; he was 
I subseipiently an.'sted and sent to the .Joint Ma;,dstrate, who committed 
him to (he Sessions. ” 

i (2) 20(11 Aui;-ust IHGO. — One (icrson druj,^p*d. — “lie was retuniin|g 

j from llow'rah (where he had been in service) to Ins home in Shapoorah ; 

I on the wav he m(*t the defend.inl, who (ra\(*lled with him, and for some 

days they mes.si*d totrc(h(*r — the defendant cookln^^ for both. On the 
ev(*nin<; of (he 21th An;;'us(, (hey halted near (he villae;e of Degachec, 
where defendant (•ook(*d some tood, halt ot which be took himselt, and 
made tin* remainder over to (he eomjdainaiit, who, JuKCnuf it biller to the 
tii.sfe, did not eat much of it. d'he ne.xt moiiiin^^ they resumed their 
journev; but (he ])lain(ilf com]ihilin'd (hat he felt v«*ry sick, and had been 
so all ui;;ht; on this, the defendant said he would ;^dve him somethin;g to^ 
set him riight, and aecordiiif^ly ;gave him somelhiuig rolled up in a leal 
of the Pale-tree which he ate. Alter (his, the complainant }got worse, and 
at leii^^lh, beimg un.abh* to walk, defendant took him up in his ai’uis, and 
earned him olf (he ro.ul to a (rei*, iiinlcr which he laid him down; the 
eomplainant soon afli r became <iui(e insensible, and remained mi for about 
21 hours. On comiiu^ ( o his sens(*s In* found th.it he had been robb(*d ; 
as soon as In* was sullicn'iitlv recovered (o ]>rocccd, he started in the 
' din^etnm of Alonnhvr, as the ‘defendant had stated he was a native of 
: (hat town. On the 2bth, while re'-lnu,^ 1 imself ou the hanks ol the 

1 j (loor/.ut Nullah, imnn*diately outside the vil!,u;'e ot (looi/.ut, In* saw (he 

i I defendani come out «»f a house in (he vill.i;j;-(*, when he ^mve (he alarm and 

i I eliiir^rfd (he deh*nd.int with havin;g robbed him Thu Sub-lnspeetiir who 

I i Wcis m the nei^diboiirhood went to the jihn-e, and learnl (hat the defendant 

1 I was stavimg with a lelation of his in (In* villain; ; he Iheiefore .seaiehed 

I I tlie house and found all the eomplam.uit’s jiropi'rly ; the owner of the hou.so 

! I acknowledged (hat the defendani had biou^dit <t with him two days before. 

' ' The Sub-Jnspe;'tor also diseoverc<l that the plauitilf's story, with ivlhrcnee 

j to the dru.irigini;, was quite (rue. The defendant was sent up fur tiial, and 
l^was committed to the iSessions. 
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f Inspector General of Police ; — “ A few eases have also occurred in 
the Patna Division." , 


(2) Patna 
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Police Administration Report : — “ Out of nine poisoning eases 
wliicli occurred, the tlireo first were successfully investigated by the Police, 
and several men known to be professional poisoners, who had for years 
contrived to evade conviction, were arrested and convicted. Among these 
was Lakha, long known to be the leader of a and who successfully 
evaded every effort of the Police to arrest him for the last two years. His 
exploits are narrated in last year’s report ’’ — {vide Appendix to the 
Thuggee Statement for 1866, and paras. 6 to 18 of the Appendix to the 
present Statement for 1806. Lakha was acquitted). , 

The following are accounts of two of the above cases, as taken from 
the Police Administration Report : — 

(1) June 1866, extict date not stated. — Three persons ‘drugged. — “A 
Pasee, named Khei,roo and his two children, were found lying insensible 
in their house. His wife was also partially insensible. She stated that 
a woman had given them some sweetmeats, after eating which they 
became insensible. The woman had been living in the neighbourhood 
for some days, but was not now to be found. After a long and protracted 
search this woman was arrested and commitb'd for trial to the ’Sessions." 
Memo. — The result of the trial is not apparent. It does not appear, 
too, whether the drugged" parties were robbed. 
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(2) 22nd June 1866. — Four persons drugged. — “ On enquiry, it was 
found that on the previous evening, six men ( ravelling from Patna to Gya, 
had put up at the house of one Gokool Shah. They bought from him 
some attah and dahee ; one of the Mussulmans bought some tarree at 
i another shJp ; they all then wont to a tree near (he bunneah’s and sat 
down to eat. At day-light tlx^ lour Hindoos were seen lying insensible, 
and one of the two Mussulmans, whilst trying to run away, was arrested 
at some little distance from the village b^y Constable Maghoo, who happened 
to be pas.sing through, and received inlormation of (be 0(!currenco. ^Two 
of the (bur Hindoos, after some hours, recovered sufficiently to recognize 
the Mussulman, who had been arrested, as the man who had bought 
tarree for them the previous evening. On this the man was sent to Hajut. 
No trace could be found of the other Mussulman ; but in the course of the 
enquiries made after him, it was asoertain(Ml (bat two Dosadhs ol Mosroni, 
who generally led a vagrant life, and against whom, in a former poisoning 
case, there had been grave susj)icion, liad been missing for several days 
past from their village. These two men were arresUd and sent up for 
trial on a charge of vagrancy under Sec. 101, Criminal Procedure Code. 
As soon as they were arrest-ed they olfered to point out the whereabouts 
of Daboo and Chooa, two well known poisoners, for whose apprehension 
largo rewards had been ottered some time before. Some sharj) Constables 
were detailed to jiccoinpany these Dosadhs, and on the following day, 
on the Dinapore road, they poin(ed out Daboo smoking under a peepul 
tree, with live other men. The Constables arrested all these men, and 
brought them in to the District Superintendent at Rankipore, when it was 
discovered that among these men was the notorious Lakha, the leader of a 
gang, who for two years had managed to evade arrest, and also Gouree 
and Deharee, two members of the gang. All these men were ultimately 
sent up for trial and convicted>’' 


Memo.— No account was given of the rest of the cases. In the Ap- 
pendix, however, several cases are described, some of which may appertain 
to Patna for the present year, but as the distficts in which they occur- 
red and their dates are not mentioq|d, there is an uncertainty on the 
^subject. • 


over J 


(3) Bkjiar 


f This case corresponds very much with, and would, indeed, seem to he a 
revival of the practice (if it has ever been dormant) of emigrants poison- 
ing their companions when returned to India with their savings, which 
was brought by me to notice on a former occasion. Having carried the 
crime from India and practised it, as it is believed, in the Mauritius, the 
miscreants reverted on their return to this countrj^to the same means 
for now appropriating the earnings of their fellow-laborers — {vide my 
Report in the Foreign Department, No. 794, dated 15th September 1863, 
Ijpara. XX and enclosures). The following is the account of it, viz. 


3 Districts... 


12 





3 DlSTlUCTS... 


(3) Bkiiar — conthiued . 


(4) SlIAIIABAl) 


(5) Saiujn 


(0) TiR!1()()T 


(7) Bancoorah 


7 Districts... 
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f 4th May 18Cfi. — Ono man drugged.—'* One Anunt Kowar, n native 
of SluTghotty, wiia travelling home allot 18 years’ gervice in Tfinidad. 
At Dinapore, on the 2nd May, he fell in with two Gowalas, also 
' just returned from the Mauritius. Tin* three joined company. About 
day-break on the 4th, shortly after leaving Perwezabad, a small bazar and 
Police out-post, half way between Urmul and Daoodnnggur, the Gowalas 
drugged their companion, and robbed him of his 18 yoai’s’ savings— 124 
English .sovereigns, Ks. IKK) in Hank of Bimgal noU*s, clothes and other 
articles, valued in all Ks. 2,CP)-8. From the night of the 3rd, ho lost 
all lU’count of them until th6 allernoon of the 5th, when ho found himselt 
near Parus.sea, 18 miles south of Perwezabad. Ho then miulo his way 
to Aiirungabad, ami told bis tale. The Head Constable in charge referred 
him back to Perwezabad : thence notice was sent to the Urwul Station,^ 
^ and, on the lOtli, the Sub-Inspector, discrediting the sWy, carried otf 
the complain.ant int^i Gya. The District SuperinUmdont went to the spot 
forthwith. On the Ibtli, the Head Constable of the out-post traced the 
two Gowalas to village Kaysur near Auriingabad, and found on them 110 
sovereigns, ornaments and clothes ; th(‘ Inspector, on learning this, insti- 
tut.<‘d a second sc'jirch, which resulted in the recovery of the Rs. 990 in 
notes and other property, increasing the total to Rs. 2,348. The throe 
ndations of the Gowala were likewise .sent up on a charge of complicity. 
The contplainant unfortunately died of cludera before the judicial on(iuiry 
was completed, but the higher charge of drugging was still proved. All 
five acc 4 is(‘d were convichsl by the Judge undir Section 328, Penal Code. 
The Sub-Inspector of IJrwu'l and the Head Constable of Aurungab^ were 
degradt'd; the Head (k)nstahh* oi' Perwezahad was promoted.” The 
^^sentenccs awarded to the criminals do not appear. 

f Police Administration Report : — “ On the 11th January, two 
pflgrinis were stupelictl and robl>cd by two men who professed themselves 
- to*^be also pilgrims. Tlie latter were arrested and committed to tho 
Sessions, the Magistrate remarking that the conduct ot tho Police was 
prompt and energetic.” (Memo. — The sentonco has not been stated.) 

r Police Administration Report “ Five' cases of drugging occurred 
during tbo year ; in four of these arrests were made ; in two, tho 
otienders were sentenced to transportation ; in a third the prisoner 
conlessed to having given the ata (or Hour) with which poison was 
mixed, hut pleaded ignorance as to there having been poison in it, and 
was eon.sequently accpiittcd by tho Deputy Magistrate. This case was 
' •( brought to the notice of tho Sessions Judge, ami the Deputy Magistrate, 

1 who tried it, was censured. In the fourth case, the delen<lant was 
I released, the evidence being considered insnlfieient ; and in one only there 
was no clue obtained.” Memo.—No account of these cases was given or 
of the number of persons who were drugged in them ; but probably some 
i of those detaibsl in the Apjamdix may bo identical eases, about wliieh, 
(^however, there is no certainty, dates and districts being omitted. 

r 6tb Octx)ber 1866.— One person druggc'd.— “ One Dhurrum Gorait 
brought a man named Jobun Tativa, to the poliee station of Seeta- 
rnarhee, and reported that the latter had joined a miui named Babun on 
the road, and that when they had walke<l a little dist ance, Babun fell 
down and became insensible. The prisoner Jobun Tativa took Babun s 
laopeky and was making olf ; he, tho Gorait, at once caught hold of him, 
i and found on his person some goor mixed with dhuttoora ^ ed. Sub- 
Inspector Jeyram Sing iramediati'ly sent in the insensible man to the 
hospital. SnWriueiitly the charge of^ administering drug with intent 
t4 cause injury, having been proved against Jobun Tativa, ho was sent up 
for trial. "Ho was committed to the Sessions, and sentenced to 3 years’ 

I rigorous imprisoiiimmt.” 

r 10th May 1866 .— This case was not considered to he the deed of a 
professional poisoner, but as from tho dnig which was us^, the practice 
J commonly followed by poisoners may have recommended itself to the ciu 
1 minal or as the person who administered it may have b^n a practised 
poisoner, it is here returned as being altogether a case qf poisoning ^ viz.:--^ 
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(7) BancooraHj— .. 
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I f loth May ISOfi. — One person dni^^od who died. — “ This was a case 
of murder of a j^irl by the administration of poison in the village of 
! Saldon^ora. It appears that Sohochurry, tho mother of the deeeased g'irf, 
had for some yeilrs a quarrel with a woman named Preo Chassanoo, tho 
husband of the latter having an intrigue with tho former. On the day 
of the deceased’s death (the lOtli May), she was playing outside of the 
j house of Preo Chassanco. Deceased’s grandmother heard Preo Chassanee’s 
daughter call deceased into the house, she went in and on her return, 
was seen licking her hands, on which was soim^ yoor. She said to her 
mother, “ Preo Chassanee gave me some //uor, I ate it, and, now, 1 have 
jiains.” Tho girl then became very ill ; sin* foamed at the mouth and 
vomitted, and di(‘d within four hours. Preo Chassanee an^ Motlioo wt're 
.arr(‘sl,ed and sent up for trial. They were commitU‘d under Section 302, 
(^and sentenced to transportation for life.” 
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(S) l5i-;i^Rj}iiO()\i 


f 27th July ISfid. — One person dnmged. — “ It was ri^ported that three 
women had poisoned a fourth. Tmy confessed to having given her 
tsnttoo, in which was a drug ])urcliased from a certain man, who, however, 
demied having given tlnun any drug whiitever. The three women were 
arrested and sent in for trial, the deceased, before ]i(‘r dealh, having 
distinct^ aecus(‘d them; in addition to whicli, it was satisfactorily 
proved that they had administered some drug, and tliat she died shortly 
afterwards. The contents of the stomach w(*r(‘ forwarded to the Chemical 
/ Examiner, who, however, detected no [loisonous matter. I’he women 
j were in const‘(pienco released.” 


Memo. — If the jioison was (Utnfoora or some olher vegetable substance, 
as it probably was, only that portion would be discovered in the intestines 
which had not taken ed’ect, namely, entire Ktrds , — and ils dhutoora, foi- 
instance, is g<‘nerally admitnsleroil in ])owd(‘r, all of which is at once 
absorbed, it was not a seijucnce that beiiaiise no ])oisonous matter was dis- 
covered, the person ]\m\ not been poisoned \ The medical ottieer mciely 
Lgave the fact that be found none. 


(!)) JJ az\i?i;i<:ha(!Ii 


r 2ith March ISbO. — Two jiersons drugged. — “One Kurreem Eux and 
his n(‘ph(‘w had been selling some clolh at the Kanchee fair, and were 
returning homew'ards to Eari'illy. Thi'y stojiped at Chumparun at a 
pr.ivisioner’s house, where they w'cre joined by tw’o otlier ja'isoiis. They 
, cooked their dinner apart: aDer taking dinner Slu'ikh Kurreem Pu.': he- 

^ came uneasy, and as his speech was olfM'led, he di'clari'd to his nephew 

that they had been poisoned. On this, Khoda Hu\ and Mohur Coala ran 
away, and the twm travellers bi*came insensibh*. They lo.st Ks. 900. No 
trace of tho susp(‘ct,ed man was obtaimsl. Tlie failuii* in this ease was 
, entirely attributable to the gross neglect of the Head ConsUble of 
i^Chumparun.” 


* 

(10) Rajshaiiyi; 


I 


f 5th A]>ril 1800. — Four persons drugged. — “Four travellei*s wei'e 
drugged in the Chand pore Bazar, and property to the value ol' Ks. 127 
I was stolen from them. Suspicion was strong .against a Br.ahmin, w'ho 
<{ joined company with them on the road, and absconded, as also against 

I the shojdceejier who sold food to them. The latter wtas summoned by the 
Magistrate, but was released. Tin* action of the l^olice was slow, other- 
i^wise the absconding Brahmin would have been taken.” 


I 
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0 '>J Inspector (5 ENERAL of Poetck Poisoning eases ten (1) arrested 16 
persons ; diseharged 2 ; committed for trial 1 1.— “ Tlu* poisoning eases 
taken up w(‘re connoeted with those suei'essfully investigated during 
the year 1865. No partieular cases have oceui-red in any of the districts 
adjoining tho Presidency or in Bliahgnlpore. There was one ease in 
Monghyr ; a few ea.ses have also occurred in the Patna Division ; but the 
number has decreased .siiu*e detective operations were extended to those 
districts ; 3 c.ases of murder were handed over to the Special Inspectors^ 
in which several persons were arrested ; only one w'as discharged and 6 
men convicted.” 
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(1) Mekkut 


(2) Aelyohub 
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(3) Seharunpore 
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REMARKS. 


Memo.— B ut, as already stated, the 23 cases now returned were 
gathered from the Police Administration Rci)ort itself, o/i/y owe ^ leoc/ 
was not perhaps the deed of the comraoii poisoner, namely, m 15an- 
coorah, yworf vuie. 

Owing to some only of these eases being detailed m the Police 
Administration Report, and to the information given in those describca 
being incomplete, summary details for all e^mnot here bo shown. 

(A rase af murdtr hu strangulation took place in Noakhallg, an 
account of which is giren under that district in the Polu'o A 
tion Report,— hat as it was Heserihed to have been eommittcd through 
rnmitg, it is mereig alluded to in this plaee as an event, and not as a 
case of Thuggee). 

The proceedings of the lm‘al detective department in poisoning cfwes 
detailed at length in the Police Administration Report, are attached 
to tlie present Statement as an Appendi.x, in continuation ot the spexual 
nu'Hsures narrated in the Appendix attached to the Statement for 1 . 

-Some of the cases there described may Ik, 

23 cases hero returned as of occurrence in Bengal in IHhO, but ol which 
nothing ciTtain can be stated in this placed rom want ot dates and ot th 
names of the districts in which the evmit.s described took place. 

of Bengal 


( Inspector (iRNEUAL ok Police Only one case of pro- 

\ fe.ssi<,nal poisoning occurred ; it was one gf many 

Idurflie the year by the same two nicn, a and a subso- 

(<piently appiihende;i.” (Memo.-No account was given of these two cases. 

r INSPFCTOR General ok Police: -“There was one case of professional 
^ois<S in which the viidims recovered; the culprits, owing to omission 
j;nhe part of the .^^ cbowkeedars to give mtonnation, were 

not dotcTUii. The UtUT were imniBhcd. 

DFPWTr Inspectoh Oenebai of Police, in ehavge of poisoning 
i “I Kur «L oaHO oeenned, and Ihia a , ..nldlul one, aa the phu. tiff 
^ In Aiyr,nm nronerty.’’ (Memo.— B ut according to a 

l^has been pcrpeiraUal.) 

r INEFECTOE Genehal OF, Pouce,--” F<mr ^ 

returned m the classibc North- WesU'rn Provinces, and it is 

iwi^vod ore Ofthoia belong to 1865. aa will preaently appear, a 

fourth occurring in the present year.; 

T flvvPRAL — “ On the 15th NovemlKir 1865, a 

A ^T^Irrird at on^ of the acraioa in the town of Seharunpore, and 
traveller arrived at on . ^ next district; the man who 

hired a pony to g® J , u „ nonv was drugged shortly after his 
npan J him to hrmg b^k Qn 

leai5ng Siharnnpore, oo.ji fl,,, same man hired a pony at Kuttoh- 

the 2nd November 22nd) 

pore, 15 ^/a\hird^,imo on the 3rd February 1866. at Kylaa- 

' poisoner then J,,. „„„ hired a pony, and drugged the boy 

re. five miles. fr.^ S.ihan.npor^^ KulU! an old oflender, was 

sent to bring it "ac . convicted Wore the 

arrostod, "‘r.'" X .eed >o"S ^"“Pf 

StAHsions Judge, and aimtencea w a i j 

Ahmed Hoossen by hia ji^iHet, and Major Watson was 

right well. A second (MEio.-The above 

successful m arr(»ting an j„ Appendix I of tho Police 

shows that two of the tli^ ^ during 1866, really took place 

Administration . entered in the Thuggee Statement for 1865, 

in 1865^and Mtoey^'^^^^ P®®®* cases are returned in the 

tpresent Statement. 
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(5) Dehraii-Doon 

(G) Bareilly 

(7) Bijnour 

(8) Mooradabad 

(9) Bud AON 

(10) Agra 


10 Districts 
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C In ref^rtl to one of these two cases, the Deputy Inspector General 
wrote to the General Supcrintenderit under date iTtli February 1866, 
I that the offender who had committed the two cases in the previous 
' November, had “ again appeared on the stage near Roorkee, about ten days 
I ago, in the same district, and after repeating the deed exactly as b(.‘fore, 
walked off with the hired i)fmy. * * * The man was described as 
sliglitly lame.” Memo. — Vide Sholapore in Bombay in the Statement for 
1866, ibr a similar pony case at Kurmala. ^ 

A criminal, named Kullooa Rajpoot, committed a case of poisoning at 
Bagput in Meerut on the 11th December 1800, by drugging the meal of 
a man and a woman who kept the seniie or rest-hoiitre at which he had 
alighted. Sentenced to four years’ imprisonment at Meerut^ he was f-rans- 
feiTed to the A.ssistant General Sui)erintendent at Lucknow, but was re- 
manded to Jail to undergo his punishment, and if ho was identicfil with 
the above mmi he could only recently have been released when he committed 
the cjises jnff described. Or the ^riminal in them was, as probable, 
identical with another person nameu KuUooa Lodhi, who was sentenced in 
1860 to 5 years’ imprisonment for an act of the crime at Peshawur, while 
in the service of Captain Nairn of the Aiiillery, whose wehtar he poisoned 
and robbed by drugging his cofUn^, 17th November 1869. This man was 
transferred to the As.st. Gonl. Supdt. at Lahore, before whom he confessed 
to many similar acts of crime during a career of 11 years, including 
some eases of Thuggee, and of high -way robbery ^vith murder, in different 
parts of India. While at Peshawur, he had also poisoned the sirdar bearer 
of Captain Taylor, (or Slater) of the Artillery, by drugging the man’s 
tobacco, from whom ho robbed sev(‘ral gold mohurs and other property. 
T/i(i hearer died. This Kullooa luul several banded associates. He was 
, remanded to jail, and his lerm of imprisonment could have expired but 
short tiring prior to these renewed instances of the crime/ 


f Inspector General of Police: — “ Thrc'c enses of professional poison- 
ing occurred, commifted by the same Brahmin and Kaeth before 
I mentioned — the offenders in a similar ca.se in the Meerut district.’ Both 
I have been arrested and sentenced to 28 years’ rigorous imprisonment in 
<( the Boolimdshubur cases only.” -( Meerut and Etah.) 

But according to Appendix I, the cases in Boolundshuhur were four this 
' year, which is the number here returned, but no account of them was 
Lsiven. 


r Inspector General of Police : — “ No ease of professional poisoning,” 
(Memo. — According, however, to Appendix I, there was one case, viz., “of 
[.hurt by administering stupefying drugs.” No account of it was given. 


Inspector General of Police : — “ Two cases of robbery by profession- 
al poisoning, occuri'ed, — in one the Police failed to tr»ice the offenders, — in 
the other the Sessions Judge declined to convict, hut one of the 3 offenders 
was fortunately sentenced fo 10 years’ imprisonment in a similar case 
which occurred in Budaon.” Memo.— Appendix 1, however, gives three 
Incases of the crime. No account of them was narrated. 


'' Inspector General of Police : — “ The one case of administering 
[ drugs was not a professional case, — no conviction followed.” (No account 
. of it was given.) 


{ Those two cases are taken from Appendix I of the Police Administration 
Rej)ort, No mention is made of them in the District lieport, nor any 
account of them any where given. 


f This case is not mentioned in the District Report, and is taken from 
Appendix I. No account was given of it. It must be identical with 
that for which a man was convicted and sentenced to 10 years’ imprison- 
ment after acquittal in one of the Bareilly cases . — {Vide Bareilly.) 


r These cases are not mentioned in the Statement for this District con- 
tained in the Police Administration Report, but they were entered in 
Appendix I. No account of it was given. 

1^ Deputy Inspector General Agm.— “ There are no now cases !” 
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(11) Muttra 
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f Not alluded in the District ReiwH, but ^ivcn in Appendix 1. 


I Depitty Inspector General: — Muttra . — “One of the old cases was 
I detected and the otlcnders piininhed.” (M KMO. — According to this the case 
perhaps occurred at some fornu'r period, but Appendix I, in wMck this case 
was included, gives a list of cases, all of which were di*clar<>d in the body of 
the Report tohavo taken place under reciew. No account 

l^of it was given. 
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(12) Furruukabau 


(l;3) Etaii 


f Inspector General of Police: — “Among the murders were three 
cases of ])rofcssi(nial poisoning. Concerning one of these, doubt is enter- 
taine(l of its being really a professional case, and in one the culprits were 
detected.” 

Deputy Inspector General “ I regret to say that three new cascB 
occurred in this district, and the Police were not succi'ssful in bringing 
out any of them.” 

Appendix I, however, returned only two cases, but as three w^ero report- 
ed to this Otfice by the* local Magistrate* in a “ StaU*ment showing cases 
of Thuggee during the year IHGd,” that number is adhered to in the 
present Statein<*nt, and the following account of them is taken from the 
Magistrate’s Report, riz : — 

(1) No date fjiven. — “ Serajooddei'ii and Nuzznr Alii Khan, merchants 
of Kampore, on returning from Mukunporc Fair, stayed in Serai Meeran, 
in th<* house of Joomun Jihafeeara, wliere the defendant, in a Facpieer’s 
dress was also living. The next day, in tlio evening, he made them smoke 
h^s hooha, and aft(‘r taking their food they fell sick ami senseless. He 

‘i -j then r(»hhcd them of their money (Rs. 15-10-0,) and made his escape. He 
was appn'hcnded, and rek*ased by the Magistrate for want of proof on the 
22nd dum* ISGtk” — Memo. — The culprit was a Drahmin. 

(2) 1st March l.SOd : — “ Joomun and Peer Bux, travellers, were going 
on towards the Western Countries. A man, said to be a resident of 
Adjoodia. in Oudh, accoinpanitid them from Chowbeyporo to tlonedpore, 
wlu'ro he jioisoncd and plundered tlu'in of their property valued at Rs. 
1-1 l-O. tlooinun di(*d, and Peer Bux was found alive and was cured. No 
trace of the oirend<!rs has yet been found.” 

(2) 1 tth June 1806:—“ Deendyal, Brahmin of Koomhira.in Luckhimpore 
of Oudh, came to Furruckabad iVom Budrec Narayun, and thence a man, 
who gav(5 his name as licharce Thakoor of Kookrel, }Wcomt)anicd him 
for Nimkh.'ir. When th<*y arrivc'd at the shore of the Kaleo Nuddee near 
Kanouj, Ihdiaree gave Deendyal a piece; of melon and some ffoor (sugar), 
on e-ating which and drinking some water, he became senseless, and 
Bcharee tlu'ii robbed him of !(> gold beads to the value of Rs. S, 
2 silver liundt/as Rs. b, a silver Siittia Rs. II, and Us. 3 in cash, with 
which he ah.sconded. No trace of the oti’onder or of the stolen property has 
l^yet been found,” 

^ Inspector General of Police : — “ There were two cases of professional 
p«tisoning, one of them being committed by the Hruhmin and Kaetk 
of Meerut and Boolund.shuhur notoriety; in the other case the Police 
did not succeed in tracing the otlcnders.’ 

Deputy Inspector General : — “ Meerut , Jholund,shuhur and ‘FJ.ah. — 
r <*lass these three districts together, as the six cases which occurred there 
during ISGO were committed by the same two men, who invariably gave 
2 .{ themselves out Jis a Kaeth and a Brahmin. They have been arrest^'d and 
are now under trial at Bo(dundshuhur, where they were recognized in 3 
separate ca.s«*s. This case is now being worked out, and as a great many 
other detcnilants are implicated (and you are aware of the Ht<‘ps being taken), 
it will be as w^ell not to make the matter public until the whole case is 
complete.” (Memo.— F/t/c Meerut and Boolundshuhur, where it is shown,^ 
I that the above two men were sentenced to transnortat ion for 28 years. 

1 It will be p)crccived that the ca.ses in those two aistricts and in Ftah 
t_together numbered eight and not six. 
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(13) Etah — continued ... 


f Inspector General op Police : — “ Much credit is due to Major Tyrwhitt, 
Deputy Inspector General, for his successful, detection and convictioii, 
of Kullooa, an old offender, concerned in no less than 3 cases of this 
year'— (vide Seharunpore supra). “ The Police are also to be con^a* 
tulated on the arrest of the celebrated Brahmin and Kaeth con- 
cerned in some 9 or 10 cases. I had hoped Major Tyrwhitt would have 
^iven a succinct account of all the cases in which they were concerned, 
but from pnidential motives, he refrained from publishinj' details till the 
whole case is complete.” 

^ Memo. — It is stated of a poisoner seized in Etah in December 1866 at 

the fair held at Soron, that on his bein^ searched, a large ^quantity of the 
seed of the black Dhutoora was found on his person, c The account he gave 
of himself was that he gave it as medicine to sick cuttle. He was brought 
before the sitting Magistrate, “ but there was no law to detain the man. 
He came from a village near Hattras, which is one of the head centres of 
professional poisoners.” — ■ Vide case, 20th September 1864, in B(.K)lundshuhur, 
in the Thuggee Statement for 1864 . — A law making it penal to possess 
poiso7is, as advocated in my letter in the Home Dept. No . 930, dated 
^13^A Sept. 1865, would have prevented this mans release with impunity. 


r Inspector General of Police : — “ There was only one case of pro- 
fessional poisoning.” 
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(14) Allahabad 


(15) Cawnpore 


#1 


Depy. Inspector General of Police “ Allahahad.^ln June a wo- 
man and her diild died from the effects of Dhutoora in ata (flour) — which 
ata was said to have been given to her husband, by a man at a fair, in 
exchange for tobjwrco — a very improbable story, as tne person who gave 
it could in noway berbenefitted by it. I believe it a family case.” (Memo. — 
The Magistrate luis not, however, had any hesitation m duly returning 
it to this Office. His account of it is given below. 


One case only was also returned in Appendix I of the Police Administra- 
tion Report. ; but as the Magistrate has returned two eases to this pffice, 
and has given an account of them, two is the number adhered to in the 
present statement. 


2 


1 Magistrate : — Mohhery hy administration of povtonous or deleterious 
drugs : 2 cases ; concerned 3 persons ; arrested 2 ; acquitted 2 : loss 
I Rs. 206-8-0 ; recovered nil. 


(1) 9th June 1864, 4 p. m. : — Badameea and her daughter Maiko 
fell insensible and evinced marks of having been drugged. The latter 
died almost immediately, and the elder woman subsequently. Seo Persad, 
husband of Badameea, stated that they had been to a Mela or fair, where 
a man came and asked for tobacco in exchange for some ata. This ata 
or flour was baked in the evening into brojul, on eating of which both 
females fell insensible. Nothing was found out in this case.” 

(2) 13th March 1866 : — “ Two men arranged to spend the night with 
Jankee prostitute. She ato and drank with them. They gave her 
something which caused her to vomit, and she subsequently became in- 
sensible ; during this state, jewels to the value of Rs. 178 were stolen 
from her.” — (Memo. — Similar instances of poisoning or strangling prosti- 
tutes and robbing them of their jewellery, will be found under Agra, 

1^24-PergunnahH, &c. 


[ Inspector General of Police : — “ There were 7 cases of robbeiy 
by administration of poisonous drup : detection followed in 6 ; and of 6 
persons arrested, 4 were convicted.”^ (Memo. — No account has been given 
of these caseS.) 


(16) Futtehpore 
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f Inspector General of Police: — “There have been 2 cases of pro- 
fessional poisoning, in both of which the PoUce were successful.” 

Deputy Inspector General:— “A heavy case, with murder, took 
place in May, and 2 persons out of 6 succumbed to the effect of the 
poison. The plaintiffs were travelling in a cart; and 2 persons took 
up with them about 4 miles from Futtehpore, and drugged the whole 
2 ^ party. Fortunately the Police received information and were in time to 
arrest the offenders, otherwise they would have made off with the cart, 
victims, and all.” (Memo. — This would seem to be a re-appearance of the 
Hackery cases practised hy Hurpersad’s gang — (vide Rhotuck and Futteh- 
pore, in the Statement for 1865, and paras. 19 and 24 of my Report in the 
Foreign Department, No. 794, dated 16th September 1863). 

L Appendix I was blank for Futtehpore (1) 
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(17> Banda 


(]S) JorNPoiiE 


I ^ Inspector CIknkral of Police : — “ Ono robbery (Hrurrod by adminis- 
j tration ol‘ poisonous drugs, and the caso was ]u'osec*u(od to (•()nviction. ” 

[ Ttro eases were, however, enb'red In Appendix I of the Police Adminis- 
tralinn Iiepnrt, aiulthe following aeeount of them is tahen, moreover, from 
a Statement received Irom the Magistrate; two are therefore here 
retiirmsl, vh : — 

(1) loth A])ril 1800 : — “ Tleera Kullar of Batida. and Khyallee his eart- 
inan, were drugged, it is su|i]iosed, with oarer, on the Chillatara lload^ 
by another of Heera’s eartmen, A/mut Alii, and wlu'u in a state of in- 
toxication, the ])er])etrator made away with a bag I'ontaining Ks. d2o 

J and other jtroperty. The two persons, however, soon ree(>vered, and 
A/mut Alii, on being traee<l and apprehendc'd in the Futtehghur District, 
<•onfessed and pointed out some iif the stolen properly. He xvas sentenced 
to It \t'ars* imprisonniiUit. It is ])robabl(' that lu' wa,s concerned in 
similar cases, as lie lias two n/m.vc.v, Aidloo and Ghoorvri. " 

(2) mil Di'cember 1800;— “Two travellers came to the house of 
Pirthee (Jir (iosaiui, and aftereating went, to slei'p, and nett morning one 
of the tia\ellers, Ivamadlu'cn, a Briilimin, was missing; and a box contain- 
ing jewellery ami money, said to aiimunt to Us. 100 in all, had also been 
taken awav. No clue <>f Uamadheiui has yet been discovered. It was at 

I lirst said that lUiunij had bemi administered to Pirthee (lir, but on 
l^empiiry, this was considered doubtful. ’’ 

r I^sJ•^:cr()U riENERAL OF PoLicE : — “ Tw’o cascs ol’ professional jioisoii- 
< iiig weie (h‘t(ate<l, and tin' parties con(‘crne<l were arrestoil and convicted.” 
(.(Memo. — N o account wa.s given of either case ) 


(10) Bknaujss 


r Inspfi’Toii Ben^hal of Poi.ice: — “One of these eases of robbery 
1 ^ was a poisoning case, and I lu' poisomu's were convicted. (Memo. — This 

(,case was iiotentmed m Appendi.x 1, and no account of it has been given.) 


(2(1) (lUlRtM’UltE 


(21) Azimohi'K 


f Inspector (Jeneiul of Uotack Tlune wc're three easi's of ad- 
ininisfiu ing |)oisoning drugs, in (uily one of which did the Police succeed 
' in biingiiig the olfciidcrs to justice. ’ 

AriTNDix I Three ca.ses ; but no account has been given of them. 


1 

f Inspector OEXFijAL of Police : — “ Tlu're was one case of ]>rofessional 
poisoning in which tin' offemb'is wen* arresbal, but unfortunately not 
convicted, and they weiv Mibse(|ucntly lost sight of." 

Depctv Inspector Benervl:— “ ]\Ir. MePartliy was most successful in 
t'aciiig out .a ilhntourti ease coinmitteil hy an old olfeiider, one A/mut 
Alii, c//c.v Ixiilloo, alias (Joorah. This ])articular ca.se oceiii red in April 
1800, and tin* Police run into their man in the FnltehghurDistrict.re- 
■{ eo\ Cling at the same lime nearly all tin* jiroperty, close on Its. 2(K).” 
j r/V< Banda (tasi*, pilli April. — If the ease heiXf r(‘e(»rde(l, of 

I which no description has been given, is distinct from that in Banda, it 
I would seem that the <■nl]u■it, A/.innt Alii, after committing the crime in 
Banda, O'peali'd it soon after in A/inighur, and was run down at Fiitteh- 
’ ghiir. Mr. MeParlhv on a former oeeasioii, when he was Assistant Police 
j I OHicer in Banda, rendered great assjstam-e to the Assistant General 
I ! Siip(‘riiitendent at Lucknow (Major Phamherlaiii), in proseeiiting the 
I ti^ang of IFurpersad, the famous poisoner of hoA-kery cart-drivers.) 


(22) MiRZAfORK 


Inspector General of Police: — “ The Police also failed in pro- 
■cutiiig a bad ease of daexiity xvitb murder, as also a vase of rohhvnj 


' ) aflvr atlministfrinrf poison ” (Memo. — N o fill lie i mention of this case is 
I Cinade, e.xcept that it appears in the si'ries of eases recorded in Ajipeiulix 1.) 


(22)) (illAZKKrORK 


I f Inspector General of Police There wauv no less than six eases 

! 1 of administering poi.sonoiis drugs, but in none of tbi'iii did the prisoners 
J beloim* to an oiganised gang,” The Police Administration Report con- 
: 1 lains'iio account of these case.s, and the following in regard to three of tlie 
1 number is obtaine<l from Special Ucimrts to this Office, viz. 
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( 23 ) Gha/.ebpork 


I (2i) Jaboun 


r (1) 26th FebruaiT 1866. — A Oorait found a boy lying senseless near 
a guava garden and brought him to a Police out-post. Wlion ho recover- 
ed his mind he said that at the bidding of his* master Lalla Bahadoor Rai 
of Ghazeeporc, ho went with some money and sweetmeats to some 
relatives at Shahabad. On bis way he fell in with one Rampersad, who 
gave him some rhoom or parched rice with some (foor or sugar, after 
eating which he became senseless and was then robbed. The criminal 
was traced by the Police to Ghazeepore. The result of his tiial was 
not stated. 

(2) 17th March 1868. — The Gorait of Eusufpore brought a man to 
‘the Police Station in a statu of insensibility, whom lyid a quantity of 
clothes and cooking utensils, he had found that morning lying on the 
ground at tlie house of one Gheesecawan Kulwar, who stated that 
the man had come there the evening before with two other travellers 
who apf)eared to be Mahomedaus. They purchased some flour and 
dal and began to cook their food. Next morning the Kulwar found tho 
man lying senseless in the verandah of the house, and that the 
other two men were gone away. One of them had been observed to 
throw away a pot with some cooked dal in it, on examining which 
some dhaioora secd.s were discovered in it. The victim when he recovered, 
said that ho was come up from Calcutta and had been joined by 
those two persons at the ferry at Buxar, who proposed to him in the 
lerry boat, to travel along with him. On the way he wished to part 
oompaTiy, but they j^ersuailed him to go on as far as Eusufpore, where 
the three put up at the Bunya's shop as above doscribeil. lie cooked 
food for all. They told him to take tus much of the dal as he wanted, 

j and to ‘give them the rest. He did so ; he did not observe whether 
they also ate any of it, but they threw the pot away. “ The dal did not 
taste bad, but the ghee with wbicdi it was cooked was not good." All 
then went td sleep, and the man remembered nothing more. He was 
robbed of his money and some clothes. 

(3) 13th May 1866. — Two persons were found by the village Gorait, 
early in tho morning, lying insensible at, a shop at Gunsporc, one a 
Hindoo and tho other a Mahomedan. Two oth(‘r persons had come to 
the shop late in tin? previous afternoon, and by and bye at dusk, these 
two men also came there accompanied by two others and by a woman, who 
said they only wanted to stay there lor the night. Shortly after, one of 
tho number purchased some flour, dal, and pickles, and cooked up some 
food. In the middle of the night it was discovered that two of the 
number had become insensible, and that the other five travellers had 
decamped. The Gorait and others Ibllowed them and eventually arrested 
the woman and three of the men as they were running auickly away. Tho 
other man had got away with the booty. An umbrella was picked up 
which they had thrown down and which b(*longed to the poisoned parties. 
The pal f-'o tiers' had completeli/ i tie/ rati ated themuclves with their victims, 
and did everp thing for them. One nian ate of tho food they had cooked, and 
on his fetding unwell, one of the culprits began to t'ub his Tegs for him. 
The other not feeling hungry was p(*rsuaded to pai take of some pickles, 
and then of a little sweetmeat. Both soon felt heated and lost their 
senses, and both were robbed. Two gf the culprits and the woman were 
Mahomedans, but the woman pretendcid to be a Hindoo in the keeping 
of the third man who personated to bo also a Hindoo. The arrest^ 
parties were recognized, but the result of the investigation was not com- 

(^municated. 

S Inspector General ok Police : — “ There was one case of professional 
poisoning, which the Police failed to detect." (No account of it was given). 


( 25 ) Lullutpork 


( Tho District Report says nothing of this case, but it is entered i 
series given in Appendix 1 of the Police Administration Report. 


(20) Gurhwal 



Inspector General op Police : — “ The case of administering stupefy- 
ing drugs was an attempt to get a low caste man punished for having 
intrigues with two women who would have lost caste had the husbands 
prosecuted in the usual way." (Memo. — This case is included for as 
much as it is worth.) 
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According to Appendix I of the Police Adminiatration Report, the casci 
numbered 61 only, and the dillerencc ia thus to be accounted for, 


Cases according to Appendix I ... 

Deduct — 

2 eases for Saharunporo which belonged to 1866 


llEMAlNINO ... 49 


1 Oniitti'd case for Saharunporo, obtained from the 
Report of the Deputy Inspector Ceneral 

2 Ditto ditto for Futtehporo 

1 Ditto (litD) for Furruekabad, nar- 

rated by Inspi'ctor General of Police and con- 
firmed to tliis Ottico by the Magistrate . . 

1 Ditto ditto for Benares, obtained 

from the District Report of the Inspector 
General of Police 

1 Ditto ditto obtained from a Special 

Rt‘port to this Oifice 


^N.srECTOR Grne#al of Police: — “The crime of robbery after ad- 
ministering poisonous drug^ is, 1 regret to say, on the increase. There are 
4i cases re])orted against 16 in ]8()5. The Police have, however, been 
very successful in tracing out and bringing to justice during the year 
several notorious olfenders. Twenty-nine cases have been prosecuted 
to conviction, and of 68 persona concerned, 49 have been arrested and 
brought to trial, of whom 81 were convicted, 14 acquitted, and 4 remained 
under trial at the close of the year.” 

Inspector General of Police McmarJes^ Robberies by 

administering poisonous drugs, 47 i’usoh in 1866 and 61 in 1866. (Memo. 
—These 47 eases include other poisoning eases than those of robbery by 
professional poisoning). 

Inspector General of Police “ Major Tyrrwbit reports not a single 
ease of thuggee h.as bciui reported, nor is there any reason to believe it 
lias been practised during the nast year. At tlie same time^ he warns 
District Superintendeiit.s that they cannot be too much on their guard or 
Uh} careful in vigilantly watching and guarding against any renewal of 
this crime.” 


Deputy Inspector General administering any 

imison or any shipofybujy intoxirating, or unwholesome drugs, -This 

crime is, I am afraid, on the incri'ase, though the Police have been very 
succe.ssful in tracing and bringing to justice during the year 1866 several 
notorious oU'enders. ’ {vide the Deputy Inspector General s remarks 
on this subject in the SUitemont for 1864 in the ToUl column.) “ Out 
of 49 persons arrested, 31 have been convickd and 4 remain under trial. 
Two of the four awaiting trial at Boolundshuhur are well-known and 
skilful poisoners— there being some 9 or 10 cases against them." 

“ Bohhery by administering poisonous drugs.— 2% new cases for 
1866 have to be*adde<i to 61 old cases of former years. In these 79 cajieB, 
36 persons were brought to trial, 21 were convicted, and 13 a^uiM, 
leaving two under trial. The largest recovery of property is in the tut- 
tchpore District.” 

Deputv Inspector General of Police Statement I, 

“ TnuGOEE.— Committed since January 1861, undetected on the 1st 
January 1866, 2 cases ; occurred in 1866, nil. 


OUDH. I NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES— raw 
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“ linhhory hy administration of poisonous or dehterious druys : 
committed siiwe January ISfil, imdctectcd on the Ist January 1860, 9J 
cases ; occurred within (he year, 44 — total number under enqiiiry 143 ; 
detected in 1866, 29; remain inj^ undek‘cted on 3lst December 1866, 
114; concerned in previous oliences and at lar^e on Ist Januaay 1866, 
112 persons; concerned in olTenees oC 1866,68 persons — total concerned, 
180 persons; arrested 49 ; bronj.^ht to trial 49; convicted 31; a^*<juittedi 
14; remainin'^ under trial 4; at lar^e on 3 1st December 1866, 131 
per.sons ; plundered within the year Ks. 2,975; recovered in the year, 
ks. 812.” 

Statement II., viz., Thiiycfce, 1864, nil.; 1865, one case; 1806. nil. 

Robherivs by administration of poison : 1864, 35 cases ; 1865, 16, 
1866, 44. / 

Memo. — There would seem to be some confusion in the above, arisinj^, 
probablvi from a distinction boini^ attempted to bo drawn between “ pro- 
les.sional poisoiiinj^,” and “ robbery by administering poisonous drills 
51 cases b(*in;.f ;;iven in om* ])lae<‘, and 41 in another, under the former 
definition of the crime ; and 28 other cases in another place under, it 

would seem, the other, accordin;^ to which the entire number of cases 

woiild be swolU'U to either 72 or 79. It has he(>n shewn that 55 would 
ai)pear to b<‘ the real number of both items, one only ot which in Banda, 
and another in (rurhwal were, ])crhaps, doubtful eases. It would be advisable 
not to endeavour to draw any such distinctions in respect to so secret and 
insidious a crime as poisonin*^, but ratlu'r to class every act of it together, 
and tlicn to eliminate tliose which should, from the attendant facts, 

clearly prove to be cases of domestic treachery only, or committed from 

motives of revenf^e, enmity or iutri;^ue. 

The details of aiTcsts, convictions, (tc., in the above cases, cannot be 
clearly .shown in the ])resent Stabumuit, the information on those points 
bein^, it will have Ixsui perceived, partial, or not stated in every case, 
particulars bein<f ^iveii in some cases and hd't out in others; reference 
for them should conse(picntly he made to the Ihunarks for each district, 
where the information which was to be j^leaned has been duly naiTated. 

Lieut.-Oovernou : — “ There were 51 cases of robbery by administering 
poison, and of these 41 wcri' cases of robbi'ries by professional poisoners. 
14i is is a considerable incrca.se over 1865, but the bulk of the cases have 
been successfully pro.seciitcd.” 

{End of North-Weskrn Rrovinoes.) 



(2) Seetapork 




f Inspector General of Poltce : — “ Of the murders by poison, 3 were 
ordinary, coinmitte<l from motives of revenge ; the lourth was a very 
peculiar case, committed for the purpose of getting rid ot a man who was 
cognizant of a t belt, and who, the guilty parties feared, would poach; 
unfortunately two other men partook of the food given to this man, and 
all three tell victims; this case was most admirably dettuded b^ Inspe(‘tor 
Jlamnarayun, and the guilty partic'S convicted. The District Superintend- 
^ cut wrongly describes tliis case as one committed tor the sake ot robbery. 

Memo. — An additional case of murder, for the sake of robbery, is 
mentioned in the Ptdice Administration Report for Oudh, in which the 
headless body of a man was found. The head was discovered some miles 
away, and the same Police Inspector “ ultimately succeeded in bringing 
the culprit to justice.” No further particulars wore given of any of the 
(^abovo cases. 

! Inspector General OF Police : — “Three cases of robbery were b\ 
administering drugs; in 2 (herci wen^ convictions r.s noted above 
(4 persona convict"d.) Th(» District {Superintendent intorms that the 
persons were not professional poisoners.” 
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(•i) llURDt’l , 
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(I) Lukuimpore (Mohcm- 

ilEb;) ... 


[F^zabad) . . . 


{Lfonduh) 


(5) Roy Uajifiely 


((j) Sou I -TAN CO If c 
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REMARKS. 


f Inspectou (iKNEU.iL OF PoucE : — “ Tliive inui'dcTs by poison ; all camvs 
C( nniuitt<‘(l lor n-vtMigc, or Ihrouj^b intrij^iU's wiili wonion.” 

Com MISSION Kii Tiiroi* murders by poison in Ifurdui ; none b\ 
prolessional poisoners.” 


]\1emo, — Classing' all the murder cases to^a'tluM', tlie I’olici* Admiius- 
tralidii lu'poiT stated that the JN)liee made apprehensions in them all, 
except om*. and tliat not a sim^lo pi'rson smit up hy them was acquitted , 
hut it w'as not showm what wais tlu' Polict' action in each particulai 
[►oisoiiin^ case. No separate account of the cases was oiven. 


f Inspec'Tou (Jknkual of PoiiU’E One murder hy poison ; G persons 
I bcinj' couv icted.” 

I CoMMissioNKU : — “One murder by poison in iVhdiuindee, not by profe-S' 

[^sional ])oisom'rs.” Memo. — N o account of this case was ‘^iven. 

^ A Statcimait of cases of Thnj.j^^‘e in Ky/abad in l.SOG, received from 
I the Deputy Commis.sioin r, exhibited 2 cases, in which 20 jiersons were 
^ concerned, G bein'; arrested ; but no account or other didails of them were 
' ommunicaled. and it is supposed they were cases of included 

imnlvcrtence in the Statement for Thiiei^ee. 


[i-y 


^ One Sumshen* Khan, of Kotedeeh, in Koodowlee of Durriahiid, informed 
'the Police of (Jondah aj;ainst his brother M.idar, that he was living at 
Alliiiu^^;;ur, under tin* assumed n.ime of Cliviia KIkoi, and that, he was 
a piofcssiomd Thin;, who had cscajied from custody, w it li his irons ujioii 
h^m, many yeais aj^'o, and that he, was a “ wanted” man in the Thu^^j;ee 
Department. 

To this the Ocncral Superintendent replied, that tile man had ol'tcii 
been searched for hy the A'.;ciits ol‘ this Dc]iarlmcnt., hut that he liad 
always eoiitru (•(! to e\iidc dcteetioii : that lie c,scapc(l in ISIIO, before ho 
had heen hroufrlit. to trial, and that ilieic was ample evideiiee for his 
convietion at the time, hiil that it would lie dilHcull, to oet him con- 
vieted at this distant peiiod. 1 1 is father, K\ man K lain, was u'Diul;, who died 
■{inj.iil at Lucknow, and his brother llydiir and soii-iii-hiw Uuktawar, 

I both ilccaaiscd were 'I’hu;;s, both of whom were approvers in this Department. 

i ^ . 

I The man admitted his ('scnpc, and his true name to lie Miidiii'\ Im said 
that, (*\er sinc(‘ his lli^ht, he bail been hvim; at, Ihilr;imj)ore, in the 
serviee of the Ibijah of that pla<a', whose i^iiiis ho took e.ire (d‘ w^hen ho 
went out shootlic^. lie wa^ traiisfern'd to tlie Dejiot oi the Tliii|;<;ee 
and Daeoity Department at d uhlmlporc, and hciii;; tin re idciitiliisl by 
Hurvi\ini; appiovcis, was, in \icw to a Ic^.il authoiity lor bis diTeiitioii 
and enrolment in the Depot at .) iibbuljiori', jil-iei'il upon his trial on llio 
p-neral eh:ii';;e <if heiji'.; a Thu*;, under .\< t XXX ol ]Hdl), and wmis 
sentenced to imprisonment for lile, under date drd November l^i()G. He 
l^ died in Novenil.H*r 1HG7. 


I 


1.) 


r Inspector (JkNEH.vl of Pot-K’K : — “ One murder hy poison from motives 
I of reveu'^e, in which convict iuii took place.” (Memo. -No account of this 
[ease was <;ivcn.) 


f Inspector (Jeneuvl of Police:— “Two of tin' murders wen* by 
ppisoii.” (Memo. — No ai count of tlio ease was ^dven.) 

The third e.is(' is ohiaimsi from a special report, and was a case of 
robbery hy admimslerlnj; j)oisonou,s dru{;s, viz, - 

Mth MaylHGt):— “A woman and tw'oiiien had arrived at Allynii^'^ur 
15 days previousl\, and lodj^ed at the house of one Khooshall ; they did not 
.say from where they liad come, hut their names w ere Oree and Daehoo, and 
tlie wi^man’s name was Aehayia. They dru^^ed their host and left his 
housi', takin*; away from il several articles of pro|)erty to the valuifof 
Rs. 41.” Nothin;; "further was communicated in this case. 
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Eleven of these cases were attended with, the deaths of the persoiis 
drugged; 7 of these were stated in the Police Administration Iteport, 
to have been been committed from motives of revenge, and one for the 
purpose of getting rid of an accomnliee in another act of crime, for feai 
of his betraying his associates. Oi the 13 remaining murder cases, one (in 
Luckimpore) was declared not to have been the deed of professional poi'* 
soners, and regarding the other two, no remarks were made. 




I 

P 

P 

O 


The remaining 4 cases would not seem to have been attended with 
murder, and one of them, in Sooltanpore, was added from a Special Repoil 
to this Office. • 

t 

But according to the Table at page 413 of the Police Administration 
Report, there wore no more than 9 cases of murder by poison, “ 22 persons 
seized in 9 cases.” That Table does iu>t exhibit the number of poisoning 
cases of occurrence in 1866, in which death did not ensue ; but it shows 
205csisesof “grievous hurt” and 20 of “ robWry^ with hurt,” and these may 
include some cases of poisoning not attended Avith death. 

Inspector General of Police : — “ Nine cases of murder by poison, all 
of those were from motives of revenge, family tpiarrels, or the results 
of intrigues with wmmen.* * * In 8 of the cases of poisoning, 3 were 
convictions and 2 remained under trial.’^ * * I think it would be desirable 
to have another sub-division to the bct^ of murder, viz,, by poison for thtv 
sake of robbery.” 

“ Rohherg hg administering poisonous drugs. — In tlic year under review 
13 robberies by administering drugs have been reported, to 15 in 1865 ; in 
6 of these ca^s, apprehensions were made ; in 4 cases convictions obtained, 
1 acquitted, and 1 case under trial at the close of the year ; in every case 
most close and searching enquiry has been instituted, and I do not believe that 
any of the cases, except perh a i>a one, was the work of ]>roressional poisoners ; 
in almost all the otWr cases, the parties who committed the crime are 
known to the IVlice, and uhscondod alter the commission of the olTence. 
In 2 cases the criminals were previously known hUhen^sons they poi- 
soned. Considering the number of vegetable poisons thlP grow in every 
jungle, and the intimate knowledge the most ignorant of the people have 
of their properties, and the careless way in which travellers will join 
company with any stranger they meet on the road, it of the same 
caste, eat and smoke with such persons, it is only astonishing that this 
mode of robbery is not practised to a greater extent.” Memo. — According 
to the above, these 13 cases would he additional to the 9 attended 
with murder, or rather to 11 cases attendc'd with murder, which would 
swidl the total niimhcr of poisoning cases in Oudh in 1866, to t went g four. 
A reference has been made to the Inspector General of Police enquiring 
whether they were really additional cases, or inclusive of the cases with 
murder. It is supposed that they are additional cases, and if so, the 
remark would hen; again ho applicable, that it is hazardous to attempt to 
draw distinctions in this crime, except the motives under which it was 
committed, should be patent or piilpaole. 

{The Police Administration Report for 1866, notices the increase of the 
crime of kidnapping children which for the frst time has this gear 
attracted special notice," -^hut whether ang of them were, what is in this 
department called Megpunnu Thuggee, i. e., kidnapping children hy 
murdering their parents, hy poison, strangulation, or other foul means, 
does not appear.) 

Appendix ,No. II of the Police Administration Report shows that 19 
persons were convicted in 8 cases ol murder by poison, including one man 
in one case of 1865. 


Appendix No. 4 shows the castes of the 19 convicted parties, viz., 2 
tries, 8 Aheers, 1 Lodha, 1 Passee, 1 Naoo, 4 Mahomedans, 1 Lohar 
and 1 Koonjra, 

Chief Commissioner “ The Chief Commissioner is glad to observe 
that you have reason to believe that robbery by administering ‘poisonous 
drugs,’ has ceased to be the work of organizied gangs. Mr. Strachey 
concurs in the remark that, considering the ease with which vegetable 
poisons can be obtained, the general knowledge of their properties, and 
the remarkable carelessness of the people, it is a matter of surprise that 
this crime is not more frequent.” 
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Arrests and other particulars of Police action in the cases for Oudh, 
returned in the presont Statement, not bein^ uniform in each ease, u 
recapitulation of the action in the entire number is not Ijere ^dven. the 
information in respect thereto, which was to be ^fathered from the Police 
Administration Uei)ort, having bceu duly notuvd against each distriit 
in the column of remarks. 

No case of Thuggee by strangulation was reported, and it is not 
known what the jf/co so called cases may be which are noticed under 
Fyzabad. 


{'Emf of Oudh,) 


(1) UmBALL' 


Six, according to Table A., and to Appendices I and III of the Police 
Administration Keport, under eases of " administering stupefying drugs 
with intent to hurt.’' No aeeoiint of any of them has been given. 
According, howevm*, to the District Report, tluu’o were 3 eases of “ murd^i* 
by poison for plimder,” and 0 cases of “ simple miu’der by poisoning” — 
total 1) cases f 


(2) Loodian,\ 


(3) Delhi 


j j This has been classed in the Police Administration R(*port ns a ease of 
jobbery etleeted by poisoning no account of it was given. 

C According to Table A., and Api)endic(‘i I and J II of the Police Adniinis- 
(> < tration Rej)ort, — but according to the District Rc'port, the cases (uiidei’ 
(. three clas.silications) numbered three only ! 


f One ease according to tlie District Report and to Appendix I, but two 
casc.s, under distinct elassilicutions, according to A))j}eiidix III of the 
Police Administration Report. No account of the case liere returned was 
given, the following being taken from a Special Report of it to tliis Office, 


13 (d) G()OU(iAON 


(1) 6th Doe(>mb(‘r IHOd: — A man in (be garb of a Fmjueer, named 
(lurreeb Shah of Renai’es, poisoned three Cabul ii’ad(‘rs trav(*lling from 
Delhi. They had all put up at the scraic at Palowdc'o, when* tliey cooked 
their f(X)d and slept out the night. Tin? pretended Fuqueer liad made up 
some Mullceda or sweet cake. Next morning all jiroeeech'd towards 
Rewaree, and on reaching Murree, they took some breakiast. It was on 
this occasion that ho gave some of the Mullecda to iho three travellers, 
on eating which they be(;atnt^ inseusihle and were robbed. The culprit was 
arre.ste<l at the svraie at ibnvarree, and a quantity of dhuloora seed was 
found in liis possession. He was sentenced to 7 y»‘ars’ imprisonment, and 
l^a fine of Rs. 60. 


{h) Hiss All 


f" This ca.se does not appear in the Police Administration Report, and it- 
is here ad'led Irom a Ri‘port to this Ottice from the Deputy Comitiissioner 
of Hissar. It took place at Futtiaba<l in May 1806, (exact date not 
st.ated). I visited the spot, ^ here I hoard a further account of it. The 
culprit was aunan named Itoura. He hired tin* camel of a man of the 
weaver caste, aiul poisoning the man wlio went in eliarge of it, named 
Pirbhoo, a Bishnoo, rode off with the animal to Hissai* itself. He was 
there seized on suspicion, but managed to edeet his escape from the 
lock-up. The poisoned man had died from the elfects of the (li-ug adminis- 
tered, and the corpse was so dec<jmp 0 Ked, that it could not bo recog- 
ni/.ed. HLs clothe.s were, however, identilied. It was, moreover, proved 
that Roora had not only Imrrowed his camel, but had gone to Fui-tiabad 
with him, and further, that he came alone with the camel to Hissar at 
night. He was eventually seized at Narnoul with some sort of powder 
in his possiCHsion, in which dhutoora was discovered. He was tried, 
however, it seems, for some other case m Hissar, in which he had 
drugged a person named Mainitn, and wiis sentenced to 7 years’ 
imprisonment. The date of the occurrence of that case Wivs not, however, 
stated ; nor of two other cases committed by him in Hissar, in both of 
which he had similarly hii'ed camels, poisoned their owners, and carried 
Laway their camels. In these two latter cases, the victims were Sewukram 
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(5) H issAR — couivnued 


f and one Bishneo. In two of the occasions, he was accompanied by a 
female named Chandnce, and he had some other accomplices. Another 
case apiinst him in Hissar, wjia the disapj)earance of one Jumal, the driver 
of a cart and bullocks which he had hire(l of one Cheoi-ur at Hansi. The 
cart and bullocks were robbed. The date of this last case was not stated. 
Thus there were, it seems,/?^w/' cases in llissar, in jiddition to the case here 
returned for 1866, but it is unknown when they took ])lace. It is believed; 
however, that they also occurred in 1866. Mojc will appear about this 
man Booi-a under ilhotuck. It may, however, be here noticed, in reference 
lo the bullock-cart case, that it would seem io be a repetition of the cele- 
brated HacJccry nues so often before alluded to in ibe pi*esent and former 
Statements, tlm penictrators of which extended their dtpredations from 
Bundlekund to Allahabad and llurdwar in one di».ction, and alon^ the 
Goorgaon, Rhotuck, llissar, Jhcend and Puttiala lino of country, In the 
toother. 


(Oj 11 tO>l I I K 


^ Two cases according to Appendices I and III of the Police Administra- 
tion Report, but only one according to the District Report under the 
heading of “ robbery ellecied by poisoning.” 

The following account of oiui of these cases was given by the Super- 
intendent of Police, Captain Boddain, inz : — 

“ This case occurred on the 23rd April 1866. The complainant, Oodmee, 
was found rambling about drunk, as was at the time supposed by 
the /emindars, near the village of Bbaprowda in the Sainpla Tbana, 
Rhotuck District; he was taken to the Police Station, wlumce ho was sent 
on to the Rhotuck Hos]»itab On arrival here he stated that four months 
previously, Jio met the accused Uoora in company with two young women 
in village ibinianee, near Rbot in k ; that bidng a widower, and in search 
(d a wif(‘, he got into (Conversation with the accused, who described himsell 
as l\haj(»oa Jhnnr of city Rewaree, in tin* Goorgaon District, and od’ered to 
scd('ct a handsomi' bride I'or him, and arrange all the necessary preliminary 
negociations, in view to bringing aliout a. marriage. 0(.)dniee then gave 
his address to accusisl who engaged to pay him a visit in a fortnight, and 
let him know the result of the negociations.” 

“Oodmee and accused then carin' togeth(>r to Rhotuck where tln\v 
W'parated. After fifteen days accustnl pai(l the promisi'd visit, mid stated 
that he had I’oiind a fine young woman in the adjoining native States, 
wlio \va.s willing to marry, and that she was waiting in the village 
Bunianee. Oodmee ae('ordibgly slarb'd with him, and at mid-day reached 
tin* tank at Rohnd, on the Dellii Road. Accused then proposed t() dine, 
and olfercd Oodini'o souk* sugar, as he heing of a different caste, cuiild 
-{ not partake (f food rooked hy accused. Oodmee ati* t he sugar with some 
parched gram that he had with liim; they then proc('('d('d a couple ol 
miles, when Oodmee found liimself getting iiiloxleated, and his limbs 
hecoming [loworless ; soon alli'rwards he became insensible. On n'covery 
b(* discovered that he had been rol)bed of the mon(*y he had about his 
person, as well as of the new coat la; purposed wearing on appearing 
before his expected bride.” 

The accused was liereupon tracked from place to place most piu'severingly 
bv Mr. Cluirdo, tin; Police Siijierintimdent of Rhotuch, from British terri- 
tory Into Nntiv(‘ ti'rritorv, and c/cc m’.s'd, tbmi back into the ilheend and 
Nabba States, to LahaiHxj and Patowdee in the estates of the Nawabs ot 
tbos(i places, thence to Fuf(iat)ad in, Jltss'ftr, and then to Hissar itself, where 
it was aseertaiiuKl be had recently poisoned a Bishnoe and robbed his camel, 
was arrested lor it on susjiieion, but bad escaped from the Police lo(dc-up 
{ride Hi.ssar). “ At llissar was I’oiind Roora’.s favoriU* walking stick, 
which bis victim Oodnu'c at once reeogni/ed, and this circuinstauco 
removed all doubt that the escajied prisoner was the idenlii^al Roora whom 
the Rhotmdc Police were in ])ursuit of.” Here the clue was lost, hut as it 
was discovcivd that he occasionally visiti^d two women, named Lalee and 
Sahihei', at Bhurtporc, with whom he had intrigues, and that his wife 
Ghmidnee occasionally accompanied him on hi^ poisoning expeditions, the 
research was carried to Bhurtpore, mid he was eventually seized by the 
Puttiala authorities at Narnoul “where he was found going about the 
bazaar drunk.” — Taken to Hissar, he was there sentenced to 7 years, 
as already shown under that District ; for the Rhotui.'k case, two years 
more of imprisonment was added to him ; and then on his being tried again 
I and again in other eases, and convicted five times, his punishment came 
l^u}) nt length, to a period of Rl years in transportation. 
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(0) RjioTUCK,— 


f Ho had boon tried at (Huirpion, jirevioiis to tlu* iihovi* ovc'nts^or a similar 
(dloiice at Kaiiouj (dale ol' occiirivnce md •^hen.) and lieinu^ acijuittod was 
MMit und(‘r escuil to Jt i/porc to he tried lor anotlier ease* eommitti‘d iii 
\\va\ {vvv\\(n'\ r'hnt 'irlnl( I n route hv (friipqcif tils ifKitntA and ejicajaal ! 
lie was jiroliahly assisted on tins latti'r oeraslun, — r(»r lie had ashed to he 
allowed to enter his own house which lay on tlu' way, and nermitled to 
ilo so. had hioiiLjht away some sweetmeats from it. which he he^^an to ('iit 
. ami olh'red some to his jL^uards hq inn/ of (U'kiiiiK'lcitifiiivnt of' l/n ir khid‘ 
' tu'is : — “ They at lirst ileelined. 1ml seeiti}^^ him (‘at. they at last took sonu' 
too, and ot’ eoni'se soon dro])|»ed smisi'less on the' I'oad. ’ It was my 
desir,' to ha\e the man s^nt to de\]iore to he trii'd there tor Ihis and the 
I’onner ease of oecunenee in that teiritory.my aim heln^^ to have' him nnide 
altoij:(‘t her imjiolent for Ihtnre misehii'f tiij a soiifciicc for tiJo\ hut it was 
thoiiL^ht hv the local authorities that he mi^ht a^^ain es(‘a|ie on the waiy, so 
1 that he wa'^ sent to fulfil the term already awarded him. I think, 
[^however, that he is still in some jail in this eoiintiy. 


(7) Laiioue.,, 


f Two eases .aecordliii? to Ajijiendices I and IT of the IMiei' Administra- 
tion lo'port, hut lliroc aci’ordino' to the Dislricd lo‘|)orl, e/r., 2 eases under 
“ sliujih' murder h\ |ioisonin|u^, ” and 1 under “ ]»oisonin^ W'ith intent to 
commit rohheiy.’* No aeeonnt of any of them w'as ^Mveii. 

(Tf/r foIIoirliK/ (frcoinif of a ctrso of’ st raiHiHlallon hi Lafiore^hi iaimf 
fruvi a SptCKil !{( port to thin Of/h'c, viz.) : — 

(1) Wth April IStll) “ The hod if of o (jirt u'as found ncur Sufiunfi'rr, 
ronriitfid in a f/ofloir, ii'it/i innnisttifohlr inarls (f struui/utafion upon ' 
if. The denusid iri(.s ohout 2'* i/airs (f npe, U'ds tirinq ici/h her 
^ fan nts. ond hud lift the house at dark on the pnrious evehinp, J‘oi\ it 
I teas .supposed, a purpose (f nature, Sh(‘ had urnanu nts on her pi rson 
\ u'ha h in re not found upon her eorpse. A mate ritafire iras suspeeted, 
u'ho had tia.<!<ois irifh idfa r ni< inhers of the fainif i/, and iras knoien, it leas 
> said, to hare harhonred .similar Inti nf ions in reijard to the d(eeaseil. 

' I'he ritafleis and the rillaije luad-mcn, hoin ei r, tat need that the dud 
j u'as eoniniitti d tn/ some jwr.soiis irho leere passnaj tfii'oui/h the nttape 
' that nujht from the 'rhumniini Fair, It leas further ri /lorted <f this 
\ ease, that thi qirl's life ints tahen " in the idd professional leai/ fiij the 
\ roomal,' fill f the llepiifi/ ('ommissioiier reportiif that "tin re teas reri/ 

\ little (fi'ound for he! leeinq i III ease to he one of pnfessional 'fhiiifi/cef' 
l^(lt has not, theiefore, heen tak(Mi into the aeeonnt.) 


(8) Umritm r 


f Thre(‘ eases aeeordin«' to Ajijanidiia's T and ITT of tin* Police Adminis- 
I tration I{e|M)rt. hut Jour aecordinj^ to tlu' District. Itcport, riz., I ease ol* 
.‘J “simple' murder hy poisoniiiLT,’' 2 eases of “rohheiy eirecli'd hy poisoning,” 
1 and 1 case ol “ poisoninj' with intent to commit rohhery. " No ueeount of 
i^any of these eases was j^iven. 


(0) COORDAM’ORR 


f One ease according to A]»])endiees I and TIT, but tdank aeeordiii;!^ to 
j the District Ih port. No account of it was f^ivi'ii. 

J One .lot('e Kuliar, a one-eyed man, w^as this yi'.ir com ieti'd for eases of 
• j poisonins; eommilti'd by him in this district in IHdl and and sen- 

tmeed to an additional 11 \ ears’ t ransjiortat ion, Iw' haviiiLC [U'l'vioiisly been 
j M'nteneed to 1. \cars for a c.isc ol similar oeciirn'iicc' in IJmritsur in ISOo. 
1 ^(Mlmo. — Vide Vmritsur in the Statement for It'lO-)). 


(10) Jl LU NlJEll 


C One ease aeeordlng to Appendices f and IIT, but /a'o aecordinj^ to the 
1 ^District Keport under “.simple murder by poisonin;^.” No account of 
( any was i^iveii. 


(11) HoOSllYVKL’OltK 


o C Tliese tw'o eases a]>pear in the District Pt-port, undi'r the heading of 
1“ simple murder by jMU.soning.” No account ol‘ it w'a,s narrated. 


(12) Kaacua 


1 C One case according to Appendices I and 111, but blank according to tho 
( District Ixeport. No account of it was given. 


(i:j) 11 a«i l 1’i.nhM'; 


1 C This ca.se appt'ars in the District Report, under “ simple murder by 
I poisoning.” No account of it was given. 


Crd. *) I 23 DiSTRJ 
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H 18 Districts 


(14) Jmelmm 


r Thr 
‘3 <tra<ior 
(.of thei 


Throe caws according to Appcnidicea I and III of the Police Adminia- 
Uion Report, but not any aticording to the Dilrtrict Report. No account 
them wa.s ^iven. 


{SiJialijj(frc) ... 


There was one <“;nsc in this Distiaet iiccoi’ding to Appendix III of the 
*()Iice Administration Report, but which is cousidei*ed to be a mistake, 
R Appendix I and tlio District lieport were blank. 


(15) Goojrat 


C One case according to Appendix I, two cases acconling to^ Appendix 111, 
1 < and not any lux’ording to the District Report. account of the case 

there returned was given. 


(l(i) Ge)0.jllANWAI.bA ... 1 I One caRc according to Appendices I and 111, but any acconling to 

\ th(! District Report. 


[Moolfan) ... 


No cases according to Appendices 1 and III of the Police Adminis- 
tration Report, hut two according to the District Deport under ^' murder 
by poison Jor plunder D No account of them was given. 


(17) Pesiiawur 


rj r Seven eases according to Appendices . 1 and TII, but not any according 
I to the District Report. No account of them was narrated. 


(IS) Ilb/ARA 


\ Three e.'iscs according to A)>j>endices 1 and III, but tlie District Rt‘port 
'was hfank! i'Jo account of them was given. 


(ID) Bunnoo 


^2 I Tn the District Report, 3 cases appear under “ poisoning with 
( intent to commit robbery.” No jn.'count of them was stated. 


( D(?ra (ilia zee Khan) 


f No cases according to Appendices 1 and TTI of the Police Adminis- 
j t rat ion Report, but one case according to the Distri(‘t R(‘port under the 
) elassitieation of “ simple murder by poisoning.” No account of it was 


OTAL 18 ID D 1ST HUTS 


Tliese cOHes include one additional case obtained from a Special Re])ort 
{vide Jlissar), and they accord, too, with the number to be gleiiniNl from 
Appendix 111 of the Police Administrution Report, but are one mori^ 
than the number given in Appendix I. 

But they do not accord, as icill have been perceived, with the number 
of cases given under the District Deports embodied in the Police 
Administration Dtport. In tlu; District Reports, the crime undergoes 
four (dassiticutions, and is detailed as follows, viz , : — 


M urdcr by poison for phi nder . . . 
Simple murder by goisoniiuf 
Dobben/ effected by poisoning 
Poisoning with intent to commit robbery 

Total numbeh of Cases 


6 Cases. 
lb M 


According to the above, there were 21 cases of murder by poisoning, 
and not only does the total number of cases here shown, differ from the 
number recorded in Appendices 1 and 111, but according to Table A of 
the Police Administration Report, a further dis(*repaney is apparent, the 
number of casus of murder by poison being there stated to have been 
15 only ! 

Apin, — according to Table A, the following would seem to bo the 
detail of poisoning cases in 1806, viz. .— 

Murder by poison as above ... ... 15 Cases. 

Hurt by means of }>oison or stupefying drug 44 „ 

PoLsoning for plunder ... ... ... 1 „ 
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Aocor<lln<:f to tliis juvount, tlio ^nnul lotnl woulil simmii to amount io ax 
manif as (>i) (‘ixsos; a(Vordin.i( to tlu* l)i^tl•i(•l lu'jJorts, the c-asiN would be 33 
only; aeeonlinj' to Apjiendix 111 (hey would be 15, dz.^ “hurt by uieaiis 
of poison or stupel\inj' dni^ W'illi inient to cau.se murder, ’’ tl e.ises, and 
“ poisouin;^' Ibr ]duuder,” 1 Ciise; and lastly, aeeordiu*' to Appendix I, (bey 
would amount to I t ! 

But while with tlie e\ce])(ion of one ease of “ poisoniuj^ for nlunder" 
entensl in Appemlix 111 of (!><' I’oli<‘e Administration Iveport, the total 
nuiuher of cases inth.it A[>]>eu<lix aujree with tlu‘ total uumher fj;iven in 
A]>]HMidix I. ///e ivr.sv.v ///cwi.sv //v.v, which an* didailed for each District in 
A[»]>euilix III, would, when totalhsl, come up to Id ! lu the uncertainty 

eaus(‘d b\ these discrepancies, the nitmher of cases wliich have betm detaihal 
for 1 ‘ai-h I)istri«-t in A|»pendi\ 1 of the Poliie Admmistration Ileport, is 
the number wlwch is adhered to in tlu* jin'seut Statement, Aith the addi- 
tion to it only of the extra <‘ascs in Jlissar obtained from a Special Keport 
to this Otlice. 

Ifthe two cast's of “ munler by ]>oison ’’ noticed under Mooltan aretaken 
into the account, the totalling would uinlerj^^) a further chan^m ! Wht/ K'crc 
those cases left out / 

Appendix III of the Police Administration Report, shows that 2'J 
jH'rsons were convicted in the 1 t eases of “hurt by mi'ans of poison o^ 
s(u]»ef\ lu;^ drui^, w ith intent, to commit murder ” of occui reiice in iSdt), 
and 3 prisons in 1 case of “ jioisoniiu; for plunder: ” but as shown under 
( loonlasjiore, it would seem that the latter three, include one man 
reckoneti twjce over, vtz., .lotee, the one-c\ed jioisoner, who was tried in (wo 
cast's of occurrenee in iStJl and 1S(>2. so that the total number of coii- 
vied'd persons in cases for IHdd, wouKl perhaps amount to 30. 

Accordiuij: to Table A, and to both A])))eudices of the Police Adminis- 
tration Repoit, there was no case of thiiLToee so-eal/<‘<t, and 

perhaps the case recoided in the remarks for Lahoie may not, under tho 
present information ol” it, lx; called a ease of re(t/ thu};i,^oe. 

The lollowin^ case of oecurrence in the eouti;.,mous N.'itive State of 
.Ihecnd, in iMtlb, was tried in Kunutid, a District of the Punjab, and is 
therefore here recounted as another inst.ince of ])oisonin^' llackei'y DriviTs 
such as has been recorded in the present Stateinimt, umh-r llissar in the 
Punjab, and Panda or in the Nort h- Wi'steru Pmvinces, — and under Rhotuck 
an<l other places in the Statements tor 18(51 and 18(55, vtz .\ — 

On the 30th of January 1S(5(), one Palakee reported at the P;ineeput, 
Station, that a persini hail hired his cart from Piittiala to Jheend, and 
that when he had jj^one about 8 koss trom dheend, the traveller who had 
hired the cart, administered some dhutooraio him, and after lie became 
insensible the man Aveiit olf with his cart and bullocks. The criminal In 
this c:isc, h\ name Gojnfl, w.is intercepted by tho Police wdiile i rossin;,,^ 
thc.Iiimna River with the cart ami bullocks in the ferry boat at the Sun- 
how lee Ferry. The victim’s shoes and ijuilt were also found in his ])os- 
si'ssion, and he W'as thereupon sentenced to 7 years’ transportation. 

[Juiit t}f thr Pini/fi/) ) 



14 ( 1 ) JUBBIJLPORF. 



f Table TT. of the Police Admtntstu \tion Rj pout Murder by 
poison,” one case. No account of it was ^^iveii. 

iJfsrFCTOR (Iknkual of Police : — “Tln-re was a ease of robbery after 
administeriii}' ])oisonou8 drills ; it appears to have been committed by a 
man, on three nnasons of the Railw.iy work with whom he was then ]i\In^^ 
The District Superintendent has not included it in his Table of crimes, 
under the head of robbery , If has' h(cn iu'^erted nmfer that heading 
in thi.s Iveport. The Police failed in this ca.se, which docs not appear 
. to have been one of professional poisoninj.^. ’ 

Special Report: — “21tli A]>ril 18(50. — Some dhnfoora wais mixed with 
some i/A/,whieh w;us e.ateii by three masons em[)Io\ed on the Puryut Bndij;e, 
East Imlian R.ailway. Suspicion fell on a man named Sheikh Oomur. 
who oecuiiied the same tent, but nothiiif^ could be ]iroved ayjainst him.” 
No further account of it was j'iven. 

(Memo. — There .are indieations from other instances of erime in the 
neighbourhood of duhhulpoiv, both before and suhseipient to the above 
erime, w'hieh le.ad to a belief that a professional poisoner was concerned 
^in the above case.) 


, 14 1 District 
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1 District 


(1) JuBiirLPORE, — conlcL.., 


(Soonrr) 


(2) Baitool... 


(.‘^) BllVXDARA 


(1-) Wl ft DA If 


Total 


U 


4 Dlsthicts* 


REMARKS. 


{The foil (ming case ial'cn from the Police Administration Pcport, 
is lure mcretij adrerted to, in passing on, diz .: — “ fn the fifth case \of 
murder) committed for the sake of rohherg, hath hushund and wife 7cere 
found strangled in their house. It was at first returned as a dacoiig 
^ with murder, hut the Magistrate expressing his opiulm that there ims 
jiusitire pronf of its being murder and not daeuitg, the ease is transferred 
to the former heading. Four {out of semi persons supposed to he 
implicated in this icere arrested and sent up for trial, hut tvcrc 

ae< 2 uitted hg the Magistrate.)" 


f A caso is ”;ivcn inn “Stateinont of cases of T]iu<;^cc/’ received from 
llic Deputy (vOinT>iissi<»ner ol‘ Sconce, of the seizure and pimisliiiU'nt of 
s(une professional criminals who were ^oinij aU)ufc the country as Mool 
ianec Jiunjarahs (who arc a class of daeuits.) But it was obviously nei- 
ther a thut^^geo or a poisoning case ; it is, however, n«ntloncd in passing on. 

This has been returned in Table TT. of th(‘ Police Administration Beport, 
as a case of miirdm* by jioison, hnt it w.is not alhuh'd to in the review 
of the District. No account of it was given or rcjiorted to this Oilicc. 


r Police A DM 1 
the <lcr(‘ndaul, 

1 was sentenced 


DMiNi8TR\Ti()N l\EroRr : — “III the case of murder by poison, 
the son of a Malgoo/aiv of Mogia in the Phundara Circle, 
to death. ’’ — This ease was also included in Tiihl(' H. 
i It w'onM nol secuu to have been a case of piofessional crime, but no ae- 
(^count of it Avas eommuiiieated. 


f PoLK’E Admtnistkation Pepout “ Iu a ease of attempt at murder 
by jK»isoning, the defendant was punished w'ith imprisonment.” No 
further account of this case was givtui. 

iNspErroK (lENEiuL OF PoLiCE : — “ Thei’c was 011(3 case of theft by ad- 
ministering stupefying drugs. I’his (XYUircd in the Wurdali District, 
and w'as tin* w(u4' of ju'ofessional ])oisoners, wdio, I am glad to say, were 
apprehended, eonviett'd, and sentenced to 5 years’ imprisoument. ’ 

This laticr case wuis specially re])orted to thisOirice. Tw'o persons, aAiau 
and his servant, WYre travelling in a cart willi a consich'rahic sum ot 
moiK'v from Kacjiorc to Arvcc. At the 'JMunkhcrci* Tank at Nag])orc, 
they till in wdth two other travellers, with whom tlu'y journeyed as tar 
as Tulle\gauni near tlu'ir d(*stination, and there they all cooked their meal 
in a kind of garden. When all liad nearly (liiu'd, tlu* strangers pressed 
tlie two travellers to partak(‘ of some of their curry or (’hutn(*y. In halt 
an hour after eating if, they both became insensibh', and wliile in tliis 
j state were robbed «)f th(‘ir money. “That same night both criminals were 
■ caught at the Sahvarec* out]iost, and in tlu'ir possession was lluind a hag 
of money which amounted to exactly tlie same sum which tlu' tra\(dlers 
had he(’n rohlx'd of, IN. 74S-8, \\hile tlie other poisoner was found 
w'(*aring the shoes which h(*long(*(l to another of the men. In their 
jiosscssion was found some ehalneg, hut this on being analysed, was 
declared by tlie Chemical Kxaminer,’not to contain any d(‘let(‘rious tiling, 
’(’he ease was nl^vertbeless a very el(*ar one, and both poisoners were Sen- 
tenced to 5 yea, rs’ rigorous imprisonment and a fine ol 50 rnjx'cs. 1 heir 
names were Burrum Dutt and Cungadeen ; and 1 he latt(*r was supposed 
in this Dejiartment, to ho identical with a man wlio hail in 1801, com- 
mitted a similar act of crime in the llumeei’jiore District in which 
three persoil?. were poisoned. 

Memo. — I t should siaun that there w’ere two eases in this Distriet, one 
being an attempt to murder by poison and the otlier a robbery by poison; — 
in one 1 diTendant, in th(‘ other 2 ; but neither are mentioned in Table H. 

, of I he Police Administration Report, except they shoidd be included under 
l^some other of the crimes enumerated in that 1\ible. 


Police Administration Report 
by poison, 3 eases against 1 in 1*65.” 


Murder by thugs, blank; mui-der 


Inspector General of Polt('E:-'“ Murders by poison increased by 
2 cases, but there was no caso of murder by professional poisoners.” 
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The Polioo Administralion Report does not show how many eases of 
poisoning, ‘ivithnit murdvr, took })laco in the Central Provinees in 186(5. 
Prom the remark afi^aiiLst the case in Juhbulpori' of the poisoning of 
3 masons, to the eifect tliat it had been included under the headinj' of , 
robbay, and from the circunistanco that the ciise of “ altemjd to 

murder by poison” and that of the “ roblwry by poison” in the Wnrdah 
District, did not appear in Table K. of the Police Administration Report, 
under any di.stinct heudinj', it is beli(“ved that cases of jansoning which 
did not result in the death of any of the dru^^ed ])arti('s, W('re included in 
Table It. \mder the heading of either “ robbery” or “robbery with hurt or 
deadly weapons ” — (d* tin? former of wliich there W(‘ro 47 cases, and of the 
latter 8 in the Central Provinces in 1866; but it would be convenient, if 
(ill cases of poisoning, ol‘ whatcv(‘r nature, wen? placeil nnd('r a distinct 
column, and a classification of them given in the bt>dy of the Ri'port. 

It will be observeil that mention was made in the Police Administration 
Report of 6 cases only, which is tin* number given in tin? present State- 
ment. Thivi* of those cases uere atternh'd with niurd(‘r, and there was 
besides, 1 case of the murder of 2 persons hy strangulation which may or 
may not have lu'cn the deed of professional crimimils {ride Jubbulpore.) 

{Ffid of Cent nil VrovinccK.) 


Cri 

over 



Except that in North Arcol “ four cases of robbery by drugging men 
W(‘r(‘ brought to light during the year in this District, and committed to 
Court, but the prosccuiion was iinsucci'ssful,” the crimi? is no where else 
distinctly mentioned in the Criminal Statistics for Madras for 1866. 

Tlie Tables ol‘ Statistics for Mad rai^ exhibit that 2 12 cases of murdei*, 
'Ml i)t' (/rici'ous hurl, and 2<>2 ol hurt, took iilace during the year; 
and some of these, were no dould. ('Ifected by means of poison, parti* 
cularly some of tin* two last of tbi* series, this Sections of tin? Indian 
I’enal Co<le under which the whoh* number of those cases were invest iga* 
ted, comprising those particular St'ctions (32 t, 325, 326 and 328,) which 
jirovide fitr cases of hurt htf poixon or dclcfcriou.s’ driiifs ; but the actual 
number of such cases cannot be gathi'n-d from tlioso Tables. 

Police Aoministuation RKrour: — “ No ease of thuggee was reported 
during the year. JJuf sono'al ccr.sri’ of rubber// b/f driK/qiug with 
dhuloorUf were broiu/ht to Vajhl ami were j/irotiecuted durinr/ the current 
year,'* 

{]<hid of ^Ifadras.) 



f Taken from the Crime Tahlr : — ‘‘O ne ckse of causing hurt by means 
of poison, Ac., with intent to commit an od’ence under Section 328, Indian 
Penal Code.” No account of it was given in the Crime Report. 

The followimj ease nv here only noticed hi 'pafudny on : — 

I SupKKiNTENPENT OF PoLTCE : — fn ouc ciisc (f mtirdcr, the accused 
' was discharged by the Assistant Magistrate. A fisherman of iSonce- 
poor in the Thusra Division teas missing, and on enquiry emdenee was 
adduced to the if ect that he had been murdered by one Jussoo Jalum. 
Some bones and a skull, supposed to be those of the missiug man, were 
found near the river Myhee. The trying Magistrate, however, dis^ 
hissed the case, there being no proof cf the missing man having been 
\jnurdercd, nor of the identity if the remains.'* 

f One of these two cases is taken from a “ Statement of cases of thuggee” 
received from the local Magistrate, and the other from the District Crime 
Report, viz : — 

(1) 30th October 1866 : “ Hazzaree, son of Hingna, his wife and 2 so^s, 

- were proceeding from Hindoostan to l*arola, and had halted at Palasnair, 
when they were joinc?d by a stranger who induced them to lot Iiim accom- 
pany them. On their way they cooked their food and sat to eat it, when 
the stranger gave them some chutney to eat ; they eventually became 
intoxicateS, and whilst in that state, they w(?re robbed of 8^ rupees.” {Vide 
chutney case in Wurdah under the Central Provinces.) 
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^ (2) SuPEHTNTENDKNT OF PoLiCE:— “Tlio sixth COSO of attempt to murder 
occurred at Bhurp^aum, Pimpulnair Division, oi¥ the 12th December. One 
Hurree, koti of Nahar Sin^h, Bajpoot, proceeded to the house of Maynee, 
the wife of one Govind Geer Gosain, in lier absence, and mixed poison- 
ous drills in her flour. Hurree was apprehended and sent for trial to the 
full power Magistrate, but was discharged for want of proof." 

The Crime Report for Kliandeish, also gives ihe following case, 
12th March 1806 : — “The body of a man was found lying by the side of 
the road between Yawull and Atrawul. From the marks of burns on the 
body, it was concluded that the man bad been murdered. Tt was discover- 
ed to be the body of a man named Zendia Chamhar of Sliirsad, and on 
information given by Mahada, Gungajeo and Mowje#(Cbamhars,) the last 
two Ixdng eye-witnesses of the murder, arrested three other Chamhars as 
the perpetrators of the crime. They were sent for trial to the full power 
Magistrate in charge of the District, but were discharged for want of 
sufficient evidence" (^Memo. — It seems from tJie evidence ^ that the so-called 
eye-witnesses merely desired to implicate some obnoxious easte peojde. 
A man is seldom killed out-ricfht from burns, except received in a con- 
Jlagration ; and from some similar instances in other places, e. g., ease 
No. 3 under Monghyr in Bengal, in the Statement /or 1865, it seems more 
probable that the man was poisoned, fell into the fire where he had cooked 
his food, and then wandered about unconsciously to the spot where his body 
was discovered. But this is here stated only for as much as it is worth, 
for the case is not included in ihe present Statement,) 
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The Statement of cases of thuggee received from Kliandeisb, contained 
another ca.se of so-called “ thuggee," — but it has not been accepted 
as such, and is only hero described in passing on, viz , ; — 

-t • 

SurEiiiNTENUENT OP PoLTOE: — “Tlie ninth murder took j>laco at Toowurk- 
hera on the IGth August. The circumstances attending this extraordinary 
case are fus follow: — On the day in question one Tapee, wife of Tewajee, pro- 
ceeded to a neighbour’s house, leaving her infant, aged about 21 days, in 
the charge of her daughter, 9 y(*ars old, and on her return found the 
infant missing. Her daughter told her that another woman named Bheomeo 
Imd taken away the child, saying her mother had sent lor it. The dead body 
of the infant was found buried ui»der Bheemce’s cot. On being questioned, 
she sabl that having no child, she consulted a wandering Gooroo, by name 
Gopal Dass, who told her that if she would bring him an infant, he would 
ensure her having offspring. She accordingly brought Tapee’s infant, 
which the Gooroo took together with soine lemons in his arms and turned 
round Bhcemee seven times. He then buried the infant under her cot, 
and for the perfonnance of this ceremony received from her one rupee. 
Both the Gooroo and Bheemce were committed to the Sessions, but were 
acquitted for want of sufficient evidence. On the man Gojiaul Dass’ 
acquittal T again arrested him and referred the CEise to the General Superin- 
tendent of Thuggee and Daeoity, feeling sure that Gopaul Dass was a 
professional Thug. Colonel Hervey directed the prisoner to be sent to tho 
As.sisUnt General Superintendent at Indore, and the last I heard regarding 
him was, that he was not acknowledged in the place to which he stated 
be belonged." (Memo. — He mentioned] tho mimo.s of acquaintances at 
Kotab, and .stated that ho resided there, but was repudiated at that place, 
lie died of cholera.) 


{Four other eases of poisoning are mentioned in the Crime Report for 
Khandcish, one by means of arsenic, and three with pounded glass, hut 
these were merely attempts on the part of wives, summarily to get rid 
\j)f I heir husbands by poisoning their food.) 

” The following is hero only noticed in passing on : — 

SuPKRiNTENPENT OP PoLiCE:— “ The third c^se of murder was committed 
on the ] 6th September, One Joora Ibrahim, a cart driver in tho employ 
< of Mr. Stewart, purchased a lot of arsenic in the town, and mixed it in 
the food of one of his fellow-servants, whom ho suspected of being too 
intimate with his wife. The consequence of this was that two men and 
a hoy died, hut a peon who urns also poisoned, recovered. That there was 
^no conviction in this case was, no fault of tho Police." 


(Tannah) 
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The following cases are recorded in the Crime Report for this District, 
and are also only noticed without being taken into the Statement, viz, 

(1). “ A man had poison administered to him while ill, purporting^ to 
bo medicine, from the elfects of which ho died. There was noi sufficient 
^proof against the perpetrators to cause their committal.” 
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(Tannah) — conid, 
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^ (2). “ A similar case to the last. Tlio crime could not bo proved 
(.against the accused, and was therefore discharged by the Magistrate.” 



(Ahmednuggur) 


Tho following; case was given in n “ Statement of cases of Thu^ygee ” 
received from the local Magistrate, but as it was not stated how it was 
commitk'd, whether W poison or by some other means, it is hero only 
notieed in passing and is not included in the Statement, vis. : — 

A 

BOMBAY— 


B 

• 


Nassick Town : implicated 2 persons ; arrested 2. No one was 
murdori'd. Tliis was only a t'nse ot attempt to commit murder. Both 
(^parties have been sentenced each to 2 years’ rigorous imprisonment.” 


(3) Town and Island 
OF Bombay 

3 

C Crime Table : — “ Administering poisonous drugs with intent to commit 
< an olfence, 3 cases; ap])rchended 5 persons ; discharged 5, (four males and 
(.one female.”) No account of these ciises was given. 

Total 

29 

3 Districts ... 

6 

These eases comprise all that can lx* gleaned from the different Police 
Keports received in iliis OOice, from the Bombay Presidency, not reckon- 
ing the 10 exceptional cases noticed above in the column of Bemarks). "fc* 



1 


It seems very probable, however, that some further cases of poisoning 
look place in the Disiricis of that Presid(‘ncyH’(>r Ihe Crime Tables for 
the Distrif'ts comprising the Northern Police Division, for instance, show 
that besides several ciuses of murder, certain other cases were Investigated 
niftier tho Sections of the Indian Penal Code (321, 325 and 326,) but 
only one ease under 328, {vide Kaira,) which provide for ^'hurl” by poison 
as well as by other means ; Imt as it was not s|)t‘cified how many were 
cases of poisoning, their number cannot be hero shown. No Crime Table 
or any District Keports were rmnved lor tho Southern Division, but 
only blaijk StaUunents of cases ofThuggo^ properly so called. 





(End of Bombay). 

MYSORE. 

Unknown. 

Unknown ... 

Unknown. 

^ No Police Administration R(*port or Crime Tables were received in this 
Ollice for Mysore, from which cases, coining under the present Statement, 
might have been collected. 

A Blank Return of cases of Thuggee proper, was received from the 
k of the .ludicial Commissioner for Mysore and Coorg. 



• 


[End of Mysore). 

HYDRABAD ASSIGNED DIST. 

Not specified. 

Not SPECIFIED 

Not specified. 

f §No mention is ma<le in tho Police Administration Report for these 
Districts, of any liases of poisoning distinctly as suchr-but among tho 
several Sections of the Indian Penal Code under whicli it was shown that 
27 ea.seH of hurt and four of grievous hurt w<?r6 investigated, appear 
<{ those particular Sections thereof (32'1, 325, 326 and 328) which specially 
provide for poisoning cases, showing that some must have occurred. 
Six cases of mimh'r and three of attempts to murder, are also stated ; 
but how many of all of these were cases of poisoning, cannot hero be 
^shown. ' 

1 



[End of liydrahad Assigned Districts). 







Oeueral Superintendent’s Office; 

DELHI, 

The Wi May 1868, 


CHAS. HERYEY, Colonel, 

General Supdt. of Operations for the 

Suppression of Thuggee and Dacoitg, 



ABSTRACT ;STATEMENT of reported gases of poisoning throughout British Territory in 
the year 1866, as gathered from the several Police Administration Reports and 
from other sources: — 


Bengal 


... 23 eases. 

N orth- W estem Provinces ... 


... 55 „ 

Oudh 


... 15 „ 

Punja]^ • 


... 45 „ 

Central Provinces 


... G „ 

Madras 


None specified. 

Bombay 


... G cases. 

Mysore 


... Unknown. 

Ilydrabad Assigned Districts 

... 

None specified. 

Total of reported cases, exclusive of three provinces 

... 150 


* 

Memo. — No uniform account having been given of tbc Police action in these cases, how many persons 
(lied from the effects of the poison which had been administered to them, or any other usual pnftieulai*s, no 
detailed account thereof can here be shown, ])ut the llemarks will be found to contain more or less information 
on the subject. Por the reasons therein explained, it is concluded that many more cases of the crime of 
poisoning took place throughout the countrj^ than is here returned. 

The column of Remarks also notices some cases which arc other than those here returned. 

Three cases of murder by strangling have also been noticed in the column of Remarks, viz.^ one in Bengal, 
one in Lahore, and one in Juhbulporc. 

General Sul‘ERINTENDENT^s Oefice ; 'j ClIAS. IIERVEY, Colonel, 

DELHI, > General Supdl. of Operat\o7is for the 

The m Mai/ 1868. ) SnppreSHiou of Thuggee and DacoUg, 




AITKNDTX 11. 

Acco'iWpanywci Thuggpo Statement for 1806 , being Extract paras ^ to from 
the Export on the Detective Department as contained in the Dolice AdminiS’» 
tration Report for Bengal for 1860 . 

In the invcstif^atioii of the poisoning eases, the Department worked chiefly on informa- 
tion obtained in 1805, with the object of detecting the accomplices of the men who had been 
sncccssfiilly prosecuted in Monghyr and Bhangulporc/^ 

Three men belonging to the Bhaugulpore gang, Boodlioo, IMiooloo, and Niinkoo, were 
arrested by the Special Inspector, and sent up to the Magistrate of Bhaugulpore, who com- 
mitted ihcni for trial to the Court of Sessions, as they were implicated in the Colgong case, 
mentioned in page 130 of the Police Report for 18G5. The Judge in that ease recorded that 
' the Assessors, after expressing their horror at the disclosures made by the confessing parties, 
' gave their own opinion that Boodhoo, Phooloo, and Nunkoo were equally guilty of the 
' charges/ 

The two men, Rajbullub and Sookrun, who proved themselves so Useful in bringing to 
light so many cases last year, were unable to restrain tlicmselves this year. Bi endeavouring 
to enrich themselves tlicy ha\c met the punishment wliich they so richly deserved. They had 
confessed to having drugged and robbed two women in tlic bazaar (If Toolshccporc ; — when 
two of their gang, Bugbut and Lakha, were with tlnnu, and tliat Lakha had taken a fancy to 
a highly ornamented bamboo latiec, or sti(‘k, wdiieh he had appropriated to himself. The 
Special Inspector, finding Lakln/s name mentioned in so many confessions, searched his 
house at Parthoo, in the Patna District, and found there a (luantity of suspicions property ; 
and, amongst them, a handsome stick, which Rajbullub declared was the one he had obtained 
at l^oolsliecpore. The Special Ins])eetor then proceeded to Toolsheepore and asccjrtained that 
two w^omcn, Dhurshaneo and Choonce, had been drugged and robbed about eight months ago. 
These two w'omen stated that three travellers had put up in the house of Kharoo Moodcc ; 
they came to their house and proposed passing the night with them. In the evening, when the 
men came, Choonce was eooking; they sent her to purchase some Ii(|iior, and Dhurshauec had 
occasion to go out at the same time ; and they believe tin; men must have taken this opportu- 
nity of poisoning their food ; for .shortly after they had eaten their dinner, they became insen- 
sible, and remained in this state for two or three; days. When they recovered their sen.ses, 
they found themselves robbed of every thing they possessed. These women, before the Magis- 
trate, recognized Rajbullub, Sookrun, auJ Bhugbut, as the thi’ce travellers who had b(;en to 
their house on the night in (piestiou ; and also identified the stick found in Lakha's house, 
and stated that they had purchased the stick from Beerbul of the same village, who, in his 
evidence before the Magistrate, clearly recognized the stick, and described the ornamental 
work on it. lie further stated that he had sold the stick to Dhurshancc. The Magistrate 
made Rajbullub and Sookrun (JucciPs Witnesses, sending up Bhugbut for trial. It appears, 
however, that Bhugbut had paid Sookryn and Kajbullub a hundred Rupees, and these men, 
without actually falsifying the cjise gave contradictory evidence, believing the Court would 
accpiit the prisoner Bhugbut. But their conduct was brought to the notice of the Court, and 
the contradictions were so palpable and wilful, that the Judge convicted Rajbullub and 
Sookrun on their own confessions, corroborated by Ihe facts ascertained on these confessions ; 
and Bhugbut, on the cvidcmcc of the two women, which corroborated the evidence of Rajbul- 
lub and Sookrun. They w^re each sentenced to ten ycars^ imprisonment. The lesson read 
in this case to Queen's Witnesses will, it is to be hoped, prove salutary." 

Lakha Doshad was subsequently arrested at Patna by the Police, on information fur- 
nished to the Superintendent by this Oflicc. After his arrest, the District Superintendent 
sent him up on a charge of having drugged and robhed one Bhekah Passiii ; and the Magi.s- 
tratc of Patna committed him for trial to the Sessions. The Judge, however, discredited the 
evidence of Bhekah Passiii; uud the Jury released the prisoner." 
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** On learning tliat Lakha was about to bo released, application was made to the Magis- 
trate of Bhaugulporc, bringing to his notice that Lakha had been concern^ in a case of 
Dacoity at Colgong, and had broken Jail; and also that there was evidence against him in the 
Toolsheepore ease, Jjakha was accordingly transferred from Patna to Bhaugulpor?. The 
Magistrate of Bhaugulporc committed him for trial on a charge of Dacoity at Colgong ; and 
of drugging and robbing the two women at Toolsheepore. At the trial, Lakha pleaded guilty 
to both charges, and was sentenced to seven years^ rigorous imprisonment for the first, and 
seven years^ for the second casc.^^ 

In paragraph IGG of the Police Report for 1865, Lakha is correctly described as one 
of the Surdars or Chiefs of the gang of Poisoners in the Patna District. The gangs in that 
District remained untouched, and several cases of Poisoning had been recently reported, in 
which the Police had failed to discover the perpetrators. Lakha, at the same time, offered* to 
assist the Police in the detection of his gang. Application was accordingly made to the 
Government for permission to make Lakha over to the Police, for detective purposes in the 
Patna District. By Government letter No. 476, dated the 19th of January 1867, the proposal 
was sanctioned, and Lakha was sent to Patna in charge of the Special Insj:)€ctor. Tlie prisoner 
was taken before the Joint Magistrate, where he detailed the circumstances connected with 
eight cases of robbery by means of Drugging, some of which were attended with murder.’^ 

It may be here remarked, that investigations founded on information furnished by 
prisoners arc attended v^tli great difficulty. First, there is a strong prejudice against acting 
on statements made by a couvieted felon ; — ^inexperienced Magistrates, who have no practical 
knowledge of the Criminal class, are unreasonably sensitive on this point. In every country 
in the world, tlic evidence of accomplices is made use of when a gang or association of crimi- 
nals is sought to be destroyed. Such evidence, if corroborated, is always regarded as legal 
Evidence ; and hundreds of criminals have been convicted and punished on similar evidence. 
But the prejudice is so strong, and the often repeated ^ charges^ of torture, and ^ moral pressure' 
arc so easily credited, that it is very difficulty for a Police Officer, however anxious he may be to 
perform his duty, steadily to pursue the object he has in view ; he is assailed on every side, 
and any judicial Officer has it in his power to record unpleasant remarks, which, however 
untrue and unsupported by evidence arc, to say the least, exceedingly injurious. Again, 
Poisoning cases generally do not come to light until after the lapse of a considerable period 
of time — the victims are generally travellers from different Districts, and often from* distant 
Provinces, who not only neglected at the time of occurrence to give any infonnation to the 
Police, but arc exceedingly unwilling to come forward, and subject themselves to the harrass- 
ment of a double prosecution before a Magistrate, and ultimately before the Court of Sessions. 
There is, again, the unwillingness of the authorities to credit statements of recognition after 
such a lapse of time." 

" Lakha stated that in the month of Chyte last, Dharcc Sahoo told him that Tcluk Sing 
was waiting for him ; on liis going, he found Tcluk Sing seated by a well — which is in a gar- 
den at Parthoo — and a traveller was sitting by him.^ On seeing Lakha, Tcluk Sing got up 
and met him, and whispered to him that the traveller had 117 Rupees with him; and that 
Lakha should go on the road with Gowrec, Dalmo, and Roocha, and that he would follow 
with the traveller. Lakha did as he was told. After Tcluk had joined them, Dharcc Sahoo 
prepared two lotahs of sherbut ; in one Pofeon was put ; this was given to the traveller, when 
he was tired and thirsty. They went a little further, when the traveller said he felt giddy and 
strange, and wished to go into a village which was close by. Teluk Sing then remarked Gf 
he goes to the village, wc shall find it difficult to rob him ; wc must put an end to his life.' 
Teluk Sing and the rest murdered him by squeezing his private parts, while Lakha watched 
that no person approached ; after he was dead, the gang helped themselves to the 117 Rupees 
he had, and threw the body into the river Punpun." 

The Special Inspector learnt that his case liad been investigated by the Police last year, 
when Boroo Gwala was committed to the Sessions on a charge of having unwrdered tho travel*- 



Icr, but was rcloasad. On oxainiiiiiiK tlir record of the case, tlie Special Inspector found tliaf 
three men, nam|lllcraniun Bralnnin, Hijlcc Dosad, and Bodic Dosad liad testified at tlie 
investigation, that tliey had seen 'I’cluk and others throw a body into tlie river, ^ic Chow- 
keedar of the village Syebiir had also slated, that Teluk had shewn him the body, and had 
prevcpted his giving information at the Thaiiali. The Special Inspector also ascertained, on 
enquiry, that there was no doubt whatever, that Teluk Sing had made away with the body of 
the traveller. • The corroborative evidence being good, the Special Inspector sent up Teluk 
Sing for trial, naming the witnesses Tleraraiin, Bi.jlee and Bodio Dosad, and the Cliowkecdar of 
Syebiir, as corroborative evidence. The iMagistratc at the time had credited this evidence, 
aiul hail siiramoiicf] Teluk lor conceal iiij^ evidence ])y making away with the body/^ 

In this case it was necessary to take the evidence of Lakha. Tlie Joint Magistrate of 
1 atna did so on the 1st of April, hut suhseipiently declared he had done so under a mistake ; 
and\vro^ a long explanation sihy Liaklia shoidd not be made a Qiiecids Witness under Sec- 
tion 209. He re-cxaniined the witnesses who had deposed in the first investigation ; declared 
their evidence untrustworthy, because the Deputy IMagisIratc had discharged Teluk after 
Baroo G walla had been released by the Court ol Sessions ; and also urged that the evidence 
of the witnesses named by ^the Special Inspector \vas apjiareutly rejected as untrustworthy, 
or even concocted evidence. The Joint Magistrate also speculated on the motives which may 
liave induced Lakah to confess.” 

It is not material to the case what were liakah’s motives in confessing. The real ques- 
tion was, whether the case was true or false? The corroborative evidence had bceu acted 
upon by the Magistrate in the first invcsiigafioii, when on that evidence he had summoned 
Teluk. At that time no one suspected that Teluk was ])rivy to the Murder; the impression 
then was, that Borroo was the murderei^; and it is not surprising that the evidence of the 
Chowkeedar and the thri'e witnesses were then regarded as unconnected, and therefore sus- 
picious and inconsistent. The confession of Lakha threw a light on that evidence, which now 
was perfectly consistent and truthful. It appeared to the Police, that there wu'a primd facie 
evidence against Teluk, and that the charge was sufliciently established to warrant a commit- 
ment. The Joint Magistrate, however, thought otherwise, and released the prisoner, without 
making any fresh investigation into the case.” 

“ In another case, Lakha stated that he, and his gang, last year, had drugged a Rajpoot 
at Panaporc, when on his way from Midnapore to Chuprah. l^ic Special Inspector, after 
some delay, ascertained that one Tokun Roy was returning home from Midnapore with pro- 
perty belonging to liis son Rowshun Roy, who had been employed in the Police of that 
District as a constable, but who had died there, and whose effects h;id been made over to 
liim by the District Superintendent of Midnapore. Lakha stated that he had made the 
articles over to the same Teluk Sing who belonged to the gang. The Special Inspector, find- 
ing that Teluk Sing was implicated in the case of murder, and that there was evidence to 
show he had disi)oscd of the bo3y, proceeded to search Teluk Singes house, and found a quan- 
tity of suspicious property. Tokuii Roy claimed certain of these articles. Application had 
been made to the District Superintendent of Midnaporc to know if Rowshun had been a Consta- 
ble in the Midnapore Police, and if his effects had been made over to his father Tokun Roy. 
The District Superintendent in his letter, dated 7th May ISHfl, sent a list of the property 
which had been made over to Tokun Roy. In that list two brass thalns arc mentioned, which 
were found on Teluk Sing. There is a great deal said about the impossibility of recognizing 
brass plates; but a plate which a native uses every day of his life, he can identify quite as 
well as any gentleman will tell his hat, or his gloves. In this instance, however, the thalas 
are peculiar to the Midnapore District, and cannot be easily procured in Behar; and the Sub- 
Tnspcctor and two constables of Midnapore, who had lived with Rowshun, ^ind had daily used 
the plates, clearly identified them. There is the direct evidence of Lakha corroborated in this 
satisfactory manner, and llicrc is the fact that this very Teluk Sing was connected with the ^ 
mysterious murder of Ilerainun : the Joint Magistrate, however, discharged the prisoner.” 

“ Lakha further stated that eighteen months ago, Gawrcc, Dahoo, Roocha, and Purtah 
Gwala followed a man connected witli the Post Office. On their reaching Puisa, they offered 
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to drink with the 1rav(‘llcr. lie piireliascd some hcpior, and they all drank. Lakha tlwjn 
bought some more liquor, and in the cup which he gave the traveller, rnanagqi^o drop dhatoora 
powder, ^ich took effect before they had proceeded far, and the traveller iScamc giddy and 
fell. The gang took from him a gold kordhanee, a rupee, and a dhootee/^ 

On enquiry, the Special Inspector ascertained that a peon in the post Office, employed 
at Eaktcarporc, had been drugged and robbed. AVith the assistance of the fost Master of 
Bank i pore, the peon, named Ramohotar, was sent for : his story corroborated Lakha^s state- 
ment. Tie stated that in the month of Kartic or Assin, he was returning from his father 
IJniritlall with a goat ; on the road he fell in with four or five men, who gave him something 
to drink with liquor, and on his becoming insensible, robbed him of a waist chaiu.^' 

Tiic case had excited attention amongst the people connected with the Post Office at 
the time of its occurrence j and the Special Inspector learnt that Bolaki Ilurkura Jiad ‘seen 
IlamolK)tar, while suffering from the effects of the drugged spirits. In this case, the Special 
Inspector succeeded in arresting one of the gang, Pertab Gwala, and sent him up for trial, on 
the evidence of Lakha and of Ramohotar, who positively id(mtified him as one of the men who 
had drugged him. There was evidence also adduced to shew that Lakha and Pertab Gwala 
Avcrc associates, and usually seen in company with each other.*^ 

The Magistrate in tins case discharged Pertab Gwala, and committed Lakha for trial 
to the Sessions, on his own confessions, having refused to make him Queen^s witness against 
Pertab Gwala. The ease was brought to the notice of Gevernment. Laklia was acquitted by 
the Court of Sessions, and was sent back to the Department to be employed for detective 
imrposcs.’'' 

« 

Lakha in his ct)nfcssion further stated that he and Metoo Dosliad and others of his gang 
had drugged a waslicrmaii at Ligah, and had robbed him of a pair of gold earrings and some 
sweetmeats, and other eatables. On enquiring amongst the washermen at Digah, the Special 
Inspector ascertained that one of them, named Bola Dhoba, had been drugged. The washer- 
mau, on being traced, stated that ahoiit two years ago, Avheii going to his father-in-law^s 
house, he purchased some licpior at a grog-shop, near Digali, and journeyed in company with 
four or five men. That, leaving the li(|Uor on the road, he went a short distance, to answer a 
call of nature, lie returned and drank the liquor, and went back to the shop, and asked for 
a chelum of tobacco. Two men sitting at the shop gave him a chelum to smoke. Soon after 
he felt giddy, and the shop-kec])er turned him out of the shop, fie recollects leaving the 
shop, and the two travellers following him, and that he fell down senseless Avhen he came 
near a garden. The washerman recognized Lakha and Metoo Dosliad, and declared, he had 
been drugged by means of the tobacco Avhich the two men had given him to smoke. It was 
also evident from the statement of Inspector Ilurdutt Sing, that the washerman had lodged a 
complaint at the Thannah at the time he Avas drugged ; but unfortunately no records relating 
to the case could be discovered. In this case-, the Joint Magistrate committed Metoo Dosliad 
to the Sessions, without examining Lakha as a Avitness on whose confession the ease had been 
brought to the notice of the Police ; but, while doing so, he stated in his remarks, ^ that he 
did so with much hesitation.^ The Jury ae(piitted •the prisoner, because the Judge did not 
consider the identification of the prisoner by his victim sufficient ; and because he had not 
given a descriptive roll at the time. If the evidence of the traAxdlcr who has been drugged, 
corroborates the .confession of one of the gang, such evidence has been considered sufficient 
for conviction in a number of eases confirmed by the High Court. It is also possible for a 
man, belonging to the class of Bola Dhoba to recognize a fellow traveller after the lapse of 
two years, though he may fail to give a descriptive roll of the man, according to rule and 
compass. ^ 

There arc a great number of other eases in which Lakha^s confessions have been corro- 
borated by enquiries made on his statements ; these cases arc pending further enquiry. An- 
other member of the same gang, named Dahoo, (who has since been arrested) has confessed 
before the Magistrate of Chuprah^ to a number of eases, which were also mentioned by Lakha.. 



Tlip informal lun turnivlictl by Tiuklia ami Dalioo, will enable the Pulic.^ (o »letc( L tlie incnibei>: 
of tliis iniscbwvoiis i^ang of poisoners/’ 

''Two eases of drugging travellers bad been made over to the Detective D(‘parlinent, at 
tlirf" r(‘(|nisition of the Oflieiating Deputy Inspector (leneral of the 3rd Cinde.” 

‘' In r«ie of these eases, the Polieo of Ihitna made lizgiu Alii prosecutor with three others, 
wliih' one Daboo Khan Avas madi‘ Ihe defmulant. ’riie S[)(eial Inspeetor Nobokisto (fliose, 
alter examining file men Avlio bad been drugged, reported that it Avas evident lo him that 
Dzgiir Alli AAas tlu' priumpal defendant, and tliat Baboo Khan belonged to Ids gang; and tlu' 
lornu'r liad deceived I he Poliei' by feigning to have been drugged. The reasons Avhieli induced 
the Special Inspector to come to tlii.s eonelnsioii, wc're Ihc repeated attempts Avhieh IJzgur Alii 
irtadc; to obtain possession of money, Avhieh Kalay klian, oneof tlio Iravellers, had in his posses- 
sion. "Ivalay khan, after selling some horses, Avas returimig liomo with the money; at Duktearpore 
he met Dzgiir Alii, who suddenly professed great friendship for liim, accompanied him to Patna, 
and s('(‘ured him lodgings in the City. lie then attempted to sell to Kalay khan some gilt brasff 
oi'iiaments as gold. Ifzgur Alli then indiK'cd his friend to advance Its. 8 to tAVO Debtnrallaliit, 
and also to start Avith him for Benares. They Avero lo leave by the train; ami his [iretended 
servant, Baboo khan, w'as sent on ahead to prepare' dinner at Dzmut khan’s Seyui» IJzgur 
Alli, Kalay khan, and the two T>(>hecir(illafi!i reached the about S o’clock at night ; Baboo 
khan had there cooked dallaud rice. The two friends ate out of one plate, 1 nt Kalay khan re- 
marked that Uzgur Alli did not eat the dalk ’fhe two Dchi’t'ivdihths and a beggar, avIio lived 
at the Herat, named Beehoo, also jiartook of the dall and rice. After eating the food Kalay 
Khan eom[)lained of feeling giddy, and went to tlic hon.se of a friend who lived near the Serai, 
named (Jhowdry Sha, where he soon heeamc insensible. I’lie two Dehceirallas and Beidioo 
also boeaiiie insimsihle at Ihc Sertti, Baljoo K lian dei'ampcd, and his pretended masti'r found it 
was his only plan to feign to bo himself drugged. He acted bis part so well, tliat lie sneeceded 
in deceiving the Police, who sent him lo the Hospital. It will be remarked, that Kalay Khan, 
by proceeding to the house of bis friend, uneonseiously foib^l IJzgur Alli in this bis second 
attempt toolitain [lossession of bis money. IJzgur Alli informed tlie Police, tliat his servant 
Baboo Khan Avas the d(dinqncnt,-j|-that he was an inhabitant of (lliazoepore, — and that 
Baboo Klian bad robbed him of a Iloondee for 200 Jiiipecs. Had the Pidiee cn([uired Avdiere 
li(‘ had obtained the Iloondee, there no doubt the I rick would have been diseoveri'd. Uz- 
gur Alli sueceeded better in bis third attempt to defraud bis victim. He induced Kalay 
Klian to trust him with 10 Rupees, under the pretences that he would secure Raihvay Tickets. 
Kalay khan believing that Baboo khan had drugged the party, and that Uzgiir Alli Avas a 
felloAV snllercr, gave him the 10 ilupei's ; with these ten nqiees Uzgur Alli decamped. Then 
Kalay klian’s eyes Avere opened, and lie discovered the eharaeler of bis [iretended fi’icnd. On 
learning the above jiartieulars, an e\|)erione('d Police Oflieer at once came to the conclusion, 
that tJzgur Alli Avas the ri'ul defendant in the ease, and that Baboo khan most likely belonged 
to the gang.” 

" Til tlie second ease made over to the Department, Avbieli occurred at Pnrsali, tine of tlu^ 
travellers who bad bei'ii drugged, and who lived at Nohiitpore, in I be Patna District, arrived. 
On examining her, sIk' stall'd tlud a man had joined her [larty, (cfuisisting of four other tra- 
vellers) at Jahana, on tlu'Cya road, wbih^ they wore returning from C’alciitta. On reaeliing 
Pnrsa, this man very ollleionsly eollceted pice from the party of travelh rs, and oftcred to pnr- 
ebasc food and rooking materials. Ho did so, and afh'r they liad eaten, he ])ersuaded them lo 
hurry on to Metapore, on pretence of meeting the train, but, in trulli, to get them out of 
the public serai at Pnrsa. On the road, tlic drug began to affect the travellers, and they 
l^iy down near Metapore, Avhere they A\^cre found by the Poliv'c, robbed of all the ready 
money they had. The description tin; woman gavi; of tlic man, agn.'cd exactly with tliat of 
Uzgnr Ali ; she Avas accordingly taken to Burh Avhen; Uzgur Alli had been sent. Tlic 
Deputy Magistrate placed Uzgur Alli witli seven ^ir eight ollu'rs, taken from the eroAvd, and* 
the Avoman, when brought in, at .mec recognized him as (lie man wlio had met her at Jahana, 
who had purchased dall and vice for the party at Pursa, ami who had disappeared when the 
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travellers fell dow near Metapore, where they lost their money and clothes. The Deputy 
Magistrate took down the woman's statement on oath.'^ 

'' The Magistrate committed Uzgiir AUi to the Sessions on these two charges, but the 
Jury acquitted the prisoner. The best commentary that can be offered on the verdict of the 
Jury in these two cases, is the fact that a few days after Uzgur Alii wiis convicted by 
another Jury, of having caused the deathr of a traveller, by drugging him ; and has been sen- - 
tenced to capital punishment, thus proving that he belonged to a gang of poisoners." 
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